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agi on the cbdjl of this ijland^ 

WE fefled for Bombiay and Surat on 
the 2d of Auguft 1 769^ left Milles 
ifles on the ftarbqard, and Honduras with its 
adjacent iflands on our larboard; and at the 
approach of night found we had cleared their 
fevcral rocks. In the coUrfe of the night 
we doubled Bantam, and entered the ftreights 
of the Sound, and upon the return of day 
had left Towards- Peper confiderably aftern 
Vol. IL B ^l 



2 TRAVELS ROUND THE WORLD^ 

of US. Having flood fouthward, in order 
to pafs between Prince's Ifland and the 
cbaft of Java, where we took in freih wa- 
ter, we fhaped our courfe W. and S. W* 
till we reached the latitude of twelve de- 
grees; and then flood W. The wind, 
which had continued invariably in the S* 
and S. S. W. as we approiached the liieri.- 
dian of the Maldive iflands, fhifted to the 
E. and E. S. E. 

Having pafled between the iflands of 
Amarante, which we could not diflinguiflv 
we flood W. N. W. then N. W.; and,, 
reaching the latitude of fix degrees, under 
the meridian of the ifland of Bourbon^ fleered 
towards the norths The wind had blowa 
Gonflantly from the E. and E^ S. E- but 
here it began to die away, and continued 
very moderate till we reached the fbventh 
degree of northern latitude, where we had 
for feveral days calms and florms alternate- 
ly; after which the wind fhifted to the 
wefl. 

Having been in escaftly fimilar climates 

previoujQy to my arrival in the PhDippine 

iiles, I was now^for the fecond time, in thofe 

8 regions 
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ftglons at fea where the winds are regulated 
hy the feafons ; and therefore (hall take the 
liberty to make a few obfervations on this 
fubje<3:. 

In the firft place, I obferved in the ocean, 
as well as in the South and Indian feaSj^ that 
the wind* blew, without any variation, from 
the eaft when we were near the tropics; 
but that it varied from the dired: point to- 
, wards the north or fouth, according to the 
precife latitude of the fhip, I have like- 
wife obferved in all countries whatever,, that 
when the Iky is ferene the eaft 6r eafterly 
winds are much more frequent than thofe 
of the weft ; that a north- weft wind in a 
northern, and fouth- weft in a fouthern lati- 
tude, are the attendants of fine weather; 
but that the wind no fooner fhifts into the 
north-v^reft under a fouthern, or into the 
fouth- weft under a northern latitude, than 
we are with equal probability to expefl: 
rain. That with a fouth-eaft wind in a 
northern, and north-eaft in a fouthern lati- 
tude, we may generally expert rain; while 
the north-eaft north, and fouth-eaft fouth 
of the line, are the ordinary forerunners of 
fair weather. 

B 2 Icfc- 
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I obferved in America, at the Philippine 
ifles, and I know the fame thing happens 
'on the coaft of India, whither I am bound, 
that during the rainy feafon the wind blows 
conftantly from the quarter of the weft. 
This feafon fets in at all places between, 
the tropics and the line, upon the fun's 
approaching' the zenith of their refpeftive 
climates. Thus the fun having crofled the 
equator in his progrefe northward, the 
rains begin to fell in all regions vifited by 
his vertical rays; while the correfponding 
parts of the globe fouth of the line enter 
into their dry feafon. And in the fame 
manner when thofe fouthern climates have 
their rain, the northern enjoy their fair wea- 
ther. This regular courfe, however, ob- 
ferved by the rain and weft winds, only 
extends to coafts and mainlands, or to feas, 
which, from their contiguity to thefe, fhare 
in all the accidents attendant upon their 
nature and fituation. 

Between the tropics the eaft or trade 
winds blow all round the globe with no 
other interruption than what is occafioned 

by 
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by vapours exhaled by the fun's rays, when 
he approaches the zenith of a particular 
climate ; and then the wind Ibifts its direct 
tion from eaft to weft. In the Eaft Indies 
thefe winds are known by the name of 
monfbons; in the Antilles and lile of 
France, by that of hivernage 5 and on the 
coafts of America, Africa, China, and in th^ 
interior parts of the Arabian and Perfian 
feas, by that of the rainy feafon. In fhort, 
I have obferved, that commonly in all high 
latitudes continued rains are accompanied 
with wefterly winds. 

The wind being now dedldedly in the 
weft, we ftood N. N. E. and afterwards 
N. E. till we came to the latitude of four- 
teen degrees. Here we i;ept the cap in 
the E. N, E. with the wind in th? N. W. j 
and as we imagined we were apprpach- 
ing the found, we hove the lead, and found 
feventy fathoms water on a landy bottom. 
Having ihaped our courfe towards the eaft, 
we quickly difcovered land, which we found 
to be the mountains of BafTein, and foon 
came in view of Cararigear and the ille of 
Bombay ; and as we had thirty fathgn^ 
B 3 water 
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water we ftood diredty for die point of 
Malabar. Night, came on» and we conti- 
nued to purfue the fame courfe tUl eleven^ 
when the water (hallowing to twelve fit- 
thorns, with the wind at N- W. we kept 
as clofe as poffible to the W. S. W. Wc 
ilood in this dangerous direftlon till near 
five in the morning, which, to thofe who 
are acquainted with our precife fituation, 
will appear a great deal too long. Having 
been carried by a rapid current greatly to- 
wards the fouth, at break of day we found 
ourfelves immediately under Chaoul. This 
is a round mil fituated on the mainland, 
bearing fouth from the entrance of Bom- 
bay ; and confequently we had fallen confi- 
derably to leeward. We attempted to re- 
cover the advantage we had loft by tacking ^ 
but the wind, which blew conftantly from 
the N. W. and W. N. W, having frefhened, 
we were driven about for the fpace of two 
days. Finding we had provifions only for 
three more, it was propofed to put into a fort 
of harbour named Rajapour, fituated in a 
bay of the mainland ; but befides that it 
Xnight be particularly critical at prcfent, as 

the 
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the period of the weft winds was drawing to 
;a clofe, we knew very little of the accommo- 
•dation it afforded to (hipping. It was there- 
fore propofed that we ftiould proceed and lay 
in provifions at Gosl; but as the weft wind 
ftill prevailed, it was found that if we em- 
braced this refolution we ftiould be under the 
jieceflity of crofting the line once more, in 
order to fall in with a wind favourable for 
JBombay ; a circumftance which would tend 
greatly to protradl our voyage. In the mean 
time the wind fliifted to the fouth-weft, and 
blew very frefti ; wh^ diredling our courfe 
a little towards the north, in five days it be- 
came calm, and the wind ftiifting from 
the S. E. to the W. N. W. we again came 
in view of Chabul and Carangear : and in 
a ftiort time faw the light-houfe and . 
white rounds of Old Women Ifland. Thefd 
white rounds are buildings erecSked with 
arcades, in a circular form, for the pur- 
pofe of beacons, and appear like fp many 
large pigeon-^houfes which haye been lately 
white-wafhed. * They ftand on a low ftrip 
of land, which ftretches fouth from the ifle 
of Bombay, aijd is knpwn by the name of 
B 4 Old 
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Old Women Ifland. On the ifland of 
Bombay are beacons of a fimilar kindj 
whilft one of the city churches, and the 
little town of Maheim, are alfo employed as 
guides tp the mariner, M aheim lies N. W. 
of the ifland, and varies in its appearance 
by rcafon of fome very tall trees, which 
ferve to point it out to our notice. 

At the diftance of three leagues fouth- 
weft from the ifland of Bombay, we had fif-* 
teen fathoms water } and having taken a pi- 
lot on board, we {^UtA eaftward, in order to 
double ^ reef of rpcks ^t the point of Old 
Women Ifland, which ftretgh in two 
branches fouth-eaft and foqth-weft a league 
into the fea. In paffing thefe rocks we kept 
at a league and a half's diftance from the 
fhore, but then veered rbund, putting thp 
pap in the N. E. and afterwards in the N. 
N. E. being at the fame time extremely 
careful T\ot to approach the coaft of Bombay 
pearer tjian feven fathoms water. We left 
pn our right the rocks Sunquen znd Droven, 
both of theni being within the point at 
the light-hcufe of Old Women Ifland, 
yhftt pf Suncjuen is the putermoft and fer- 

theft 
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« 

theft advanced into the fca, and confe- 
quently the nioft dangerous to navigatibn ; 
it lies in a direft line with the north baf- 
tion of the fort, and a houfe named Mafla- 
gon. This building is kept in repair, and 
white-wafhed from time to time, for the 
purpofe of a beacon; and maybe diftin- 
guifhed by its fquare fprm, and its being 
fituated on an eminence N.E. from the city 
of Bombay. The rock Droven is near the 
land, and in the diredtion of a wood of co-^ 
coa- trees on Old Women Ifland, and a tall 
cocoa-trunk N. W. from the fort. This 
wood of cocoa-trees (hould be made to opeft 
a little in the weft, I mean to ftiift their 
pofition a little weft of the above-mentioned 
cocoa-trunk, which is kept ftanding for this 
purpofe alone. It was impoffible for us to 
difcover this rock without failing too near 
the fhore; and therefore fteering N. and N* 
and a quarter E. we left a little ifland nam- 
ed Crofs on our left, at a very fmall diftance. 
As foon as we got into the road, we coafted 
the ifland of Bombay at the diftance of a 
ftone's caft from the beach. I have only 
one further obfervation, in the way of cau- 
tion 
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tkn to the pilot in approaching this fborr, 
und that t%, to be on his guard againfl an- 
i>ther rock, called Middle-Ground, which 
i* fituated E« and a quarter S. E. at the dis- 
tance of a (hort league from the church of 
Bombay, The fhips come to anchor be- 
tween this rock and the fhore, clofe to the 
town, which they may approach to a dif- 
tancc within the reach of the voice, with 
pcrfcdl Jliifcty. 

' Old Women Ifland is Separated from the 
illc of Bombay only by a reef of rocks, which 
lire never wholly under water, except dur- 
ing high titles I and even then, though the 
idand Ih on a level with the furface of the 
Wtttci'i Hill it is extremely difficult of accefs, 
from the dangerous rocks with which it is 
furroundcd. The communication between 
Old Women Kland and Bombay lies en- 
tirely uuiler the eye of a battery. We now 
oblcrvcd the glacis of the city, whofe walls 
bonier on the feu, and at the fame time a 
couple of batteries placed in the front of the 
gluci>v\ The top of the ditch, befides being 
under a baftion, is fccurcd by a work more 
|\uticululy intended for its defence* The 

cannon 
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cannon of this baftion and its curtine, as well 
as thole of the oppofite baftion, with a double 
battery, by which the former are flanked, are 
all.meaat for the protedion of the bay. 

There is a creek occafionally ufed as a 
harbour, on the confines of which ftand an 
arfenal, dry docks, and houfes for the ac- 
commodation of the company's fervants. 
The city wall^ interrupted by the principal 
harbour, re-appears at this little creek, and 
extends all the way to a fort which was 
creifted by the Portuguefe. This city, 
though well fortified on the fide of the fea, 
is in but an' indifferent ftate of defence to- 
wards the land, being only inclofed by a 
plain wall mounted with a number of pi- 
tifiil little baftions. It is furrounded how- 
ever by a very deep ditch, and a glacis, kept 
in excellent repair, befides which feveral of 
the gates have the additional advantage of 
half-moons. There is in its vicinity an 
eminence named Hongary, which appears 
to me to be of the greateft importance to 
the fccurity of Bombay. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP- II. 

Defer ipt ion of the city and i/land of Bombay^ 

—The Author tales a faff age from thence 

to Surat. — T^he karbour and city of Sural 

defer ibed. — F articular s relative to the dif^ 

ferent tribes of Gentoo Indians. 

THE city of Bombay, though popu- 
lous, and containing a number of 
handibme houfes, is for the greateft part ill 
built and irregular. The principal fuburbs 
arc Hongary and Palmeyra, the laft of 
which is croudcd with Indians, and by far 
the moft pleafant. 

The ifland is in general extremely nar- 
row, not exceeding in fome places half a 
league; but fpreads out to a confiderable 
extent in the quarter of Maheim, It is ex- 
tremely ileep, furrounded with rocks con- 
fifting of gravel combined with a Uttle 
earth, and is every where dii^cult of ^cqef§, 
not excepting even the bay, particularly at 
low water. The inland country, though 

not 
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fi5t very high, is for the moft part of an un- 
even and rugged furface. But the excel- 
lent accommodation it affords to (hipping, 
by which it is rendered the firft harbour 
on the mainland of India, and not the ad-» 
vantages of its foil, was the great induce- 
ment to fettle on this ifland. It is a ftrong 
hold, of infinite importance to the Englifti, 
arid indeed may be coniidered as the bails 
of that extenfive dominion they have found 
means to eftablifli in this part of the world. 

The fterility of its foil renders living at 
Bombay difficult and expenfive ; the Eng- 
lifh, however, are fupplied with provi- 
fions by the Marrattas of Salfet, BafTein, 
and other parts of the mainland. The late 
exteniion of the Englifh boundaries in thele 
regions has greatly enhanced the value, as 
well as added to the fecurity, of this fettle- 
ment. 

The vefTel on board which I took my 
pafTage from Batavia having now accom- 
plifhed her bufinefs at this port, I refolved 
to take a paflage in her to Surat ; and ac- 
cordingly we weighed, and got under fail 
the 25th of September. The wind blow- 
ing 
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ing almoft fair into the mouth of the har- 
bour, we were obliged to tack; and on this 
occafion two reefs of rocks, which extend 
confiderably into the fea, and which are 
nained Carangear's Feet, and the Rock of 
Chaoul, from fome hills in their vicinity, 
gave us much uneaiinefs. Chaoul is a large 
high hill, nearly of a circular form, and 
is fituated on the mainland fouth from 
Bombay. Carangear is likewife a pretty 
high h31, ilanding on a little iiland nearer 
the mainland than that of Bombay, It 
rifes in the form of two pyramidal fe<aions, 
which prefent an eliptic curve, and are dif- 
tinguifhed from each other by the Great 
and Little Carangear. 

Having doubled the rocky points of Old 
Women Ifland, we fhaped a N. N. W. 
courfe, in twelve fathoms water. The land 
breeze, which came from the S. E. was 
very inconfiderable, while that from the 
N. W. and confequently againft us, was 
much more powerful. But at length, af-» 
ter being carried greatly towards the fouth, 
and much retarded by currents, tides, and 
winds, we came, on the eighth day, in view 

of 
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of Cape St- John, which forms the entrance 
to the gulph of Cambaia. The fituation 
of this ^gulph may be afcertained by the 
peak of St. John, which is a little diftance 
^fouth of it, and is formed by a part of a 
mountain, in the fhape of a needle, detach- 
ed from the main body. Next day we 
doubled the cape,, but at the diftance of 
four leagues, in order to avoid the rocks in 
its vicinity. 

We kept in foundings of from fifteen to 
eighteen fatlioms water, carefully avoiding 
thofe of twelve on the fide of the main, as 
they border on a reef of dangerous rocks, 
which flxetch up the middle of the gulph. 
We fteered acrofs a curvature, formed by 
a fweep of the Marratta and Damum. coafts, 
and on the 6th of September faw the /hip- 
ping which lay at anchor in the harbour 
of Suiut. Next day we entered the ro2i4 
and came to moorings in ten fathoms wa- 
ter, on a bottom of clay. This is a very 
large ^and beautiful road, but expofed ta 
every wind, and at too great a diftance 
from the land. 

la 
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In the prcfent feafon, the fea runs with 
much lefs violence than either at Bombay' 
or in the gulph; but during the rainy 
months, befides the adjacent grounds being' 
completely overflowed, it is impoffible to 
lie at anchor in the road, on account of a 
Arong current, the inundations of the river^ 
and the very high winds that fet in from 
the ocean. The moft convenient ftation 
for fhipping is at a village fituated on the 
right fide, and about the diftance of A league 
from the point of the firft bank of the river. 
The city of Surat ftands on the left, about 
five leagues from the mouth of the river. 
In the dry feafon it is only navigable fo 
high up to fmall veflels of three hundijed 
tons ; but in the rainy months the largefl: 
ihips in the road fail up and winter at 
Surat. As foon as we dropped anchor I 
fet out for the capital. The caftle, which 
ftands on the border of the river, and within 
the bounds of the city, was the firft object 
pf my attention; a piece of fortification, 
which, though irregular, and executed in a 
ftyle very different from the European tafte, 

IS 
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is not without merit. It confifts of a num- 
* ber of femicircular towers, mutually flank- 
ing each other, and commanding the city 
and riyeti The adjacent grounds, to a con- 
iiderable cxtenti are free from all incum- 
brances ; but the main building, originally 
well conftru<aed| is very old, and in want of 
many repairs, efpecially on the fide of the 
riveri The Britifh and Moorifh flags are 
equally difplayed from a baflion of the 
caftle ; but, though the Englifh troops have 
only poflTeffidn of ibme of the gates and a 
lingle baftion> all real authority both in 
town and country is known to refide in 
them. The remaining gates are occupied 
by the forces of the Nabob> who^ however, 
like all other Indian princes in their alli- 
ance, is allowed the exercife of his prero-* 
gatives only in matters of little moment. 

Two gates in the exterior wall (for pro- 
perly Surat confifts of two cities, the one 
erefted in the bofom df the other) are in the 
hands df the Mafrattas of Guzurat, who 
receive a kind of tribute from the inhabi- 
tants, when they are in a condition to exaft 
it by force- 

VoL.n. C The 
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The prodigious extent of this city, its- 
vaft population, the immenfe wealth of 
fome, and the affluent or eafy condition of 
the people in general, the numerous car- 
riages, a moft extcnfive commerce, the many 
beautiful houfes in the Moorifh tafte, the 
cheapnefs and abundance of all the necefla- 
rics of life ; every objeS, in fhort, within the 
walls of Surat, tends to imprefs the mind of 
a ftranger with ideas of its ^eat relburces 
and importance. 

During my fhort refidence here, the Na- 
bob made his appearance in public. His 
highnefs was efcorted by three thoufand re- 
gular troops, befides an equal number of 
men on foot, on horfeback, or in palan- 
quins ; a proceffion well xalculated to give 
Ibme idea of Afiatic pomp and magnificence. 
In his train was a band of mufic, remark- 
able only for its noife, together with a num- 
ber of camejp, and four elephants richly 
caparifoned. 

But what I admired moft is the induf- 
trious charad:er of both fexes among the 
Gentoo Indians. Befides a few of the Ba- 
nians, who attach themfclves to commerce^ 

the 
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the Gefttoos of thfe inferior cafts perfortii 
iall the drudgery and fev^ere labour of the 
fcountryi Some' of thefe cafts, I under- 
iknd; are beUeyexs in the slncient Me- 
tempfychdli^. 

There is here a Mce of people iiamfedPer- 
fians, or Giiebres^ who iiill retain fo^pe re- 
inains of the law of Zoyoafter, and who 
adore the Divinity under tJie iyinbol of 
fire. They are eminently diftlngi^iflied by 
their works of chariiy, having ereded hof- 
|)itals for the accommpdation pf the iick and 
diieafed, as welji as for feeding the deilitute 
^f the inferior animals: 

Many things are related of the Yoguis, or 
penitential Qentdos, w'hich may feem fbme- 
what incredible. There are fome among 
|hem^ I was aflured, who pafs their lives! 
with one arm ftretched in the air 3 others, 
Without ever treading the ground, make 
the tour of a kingdom by crawling on 
their bellies; while a third fort remain 
pinned to the fpot whereon they have 
been acqidentally placed, and; were no cha- 
ritably difpofed perfon to interpofe and 
diHW :them afide, rather than quit their 
C 2 poft 
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poft they would fuffef themfclves to be 
crufhcd to death by whatever happened 
to be paffing on the road. 

One day I met with one of thofc Yogais 
preaching near a pagoda, on the border of 
a lake, and at the fame time doing penance, 
but of a nature which a fenfe 6f decency 
forbid* me to mention. The whim of 
the moment induced him to follow rae 
during my excurfion, nor was it by any 
means in my power to get rid of him 
before we returned to the border of the 
lake where I had found him. The peni- 
tential Gentoo is held in high veneration 
among the people, who refufe nothing 
he afks, and permit him to take, at his 
difcretion, whatever he has occafion for. 
In the houfe of a Banian, whom I was 
going to wait upon, when I was followed 
by this Yoguis, he feized and carried ofE 
feveral fmall articles, without, apparently 
at leaft, giving the fmalleft offence. 

All the inhabitantsr of the firft diftinc- 
tion in Surat, and at leaft One half of thofe 
of, inferior condition, are followers of Ma- 
homet ; next to them in number are the 

Gentoosj 



BY SEA AND lAHP* 21 

Gentoos; then the Pcrfians; while the 
Jews and Chriftians, the laft of whom do 
not exceed five hundred perfons, make 
the fmalleft clafs. 



CHAP. III. 



T&e Author quits Surat, and, ^ff^^i^g the 
drefs of an Indian, penetrates into the 
country of the Marrattas. — Cujioms of the 
natives. — T'heir remarkable delicacy. — ^r- 
rival at the diJlriSt ofDamum. — Rites and 
ceremonies of the inhabitants. — RefieSlions 
on the religious worjhip of the Bramins. 

BEING extremely defirous to obtain 
ibme knowledge of the Marratta 
tribes, I drelTed myfelf in the fafliion of 
that country ; and, having obtained a guide 
from the fame nation, fix days after my 
arrival, departed from Surat. In a pro- 
grefs through the country, I pafled vil- 
lages at regular ftages of four leagues, and 
fometimes at a fhorter diftancc, In their 
C 3 vicinity 
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vicinity are crops of Indian corn, rice, vc^ 
getables, a fpecies of grain from which 
they extract oil, and another, the ftalks of 
which fupply them with materials for cor- 
dage. The country is much interfered 
with rivers, which however are very in- 
con (iderable, except in the rainy feafon. 
After a journey of ten leagues, I came to a . 
town called Naufary, of fmall extent, bul; 
containing a very confiderable cotton ma- 
nufadlory. It has a fbrtj which belongs tq 
jhe Marrattas, and is furfounded with pa- 
godas, gardens, and beautiful flower-plots. 
The unufual familiarity, common in this 
country, among all the different tribes of 
animals, which fported before us with the 
moft carele^ indifference, is not a littlQ 
furprifing to a ftranger. The bird$, un- 
difmayed by our approach^ perched upon 
the trees and fVarmed among the branches^ 
as if they conceived man to be of a nature 
equally quiet and inoffenfivc with them- 
felves ; while the monkfey and fl^uirre^ 
climbed the wall^ gamboled on the houfe- 
top, arid leapt with confidencq ^n4 alacrity 
from one bough to another over our heads* 

Even 
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Even the more formidablequadrupeds feem 
to have loft their natural ferocity in the 
fame harmlefs difpoiitions ; and hence the 
appreheniions commonly occafioned by the 
proximity of fuch neighbours, no longer 
difquiet the minds of the natives, Happy 
efFedt pf thofc mild and innocent manners, 
iwhente have arifcn peace and protedlion to 
9^11 the inferior animals ! 

The inhabitants are divided into different , 
cafts, the loweft of which are permitted by 
their rules to eat flefh on particular occa- 
lion$ ; thofq of an intermediate order eat 
iifli, fruit, and vegetables onlyj while the 
Banian and Bramin, who belong to the 
higheft caft, live on nothing but the pro-^ 
ducc of the foil, in which hqw^ver milk and 
butter are included. Finding myfclf much 
fatigued, upon my Jirrival at Nauiary, for I 
had travelled on foot, I hired an 03?, thq 
only animal ufedfor thefaddle in thiscoun* 
try, and contkiued my travels to Gondivy, 
I fi^t down to dine, but was a good deal fur- 
prifed to obferv« leaves placed on the table 
initead of plates, which, upon finifhing my 
meal, J was obliged to throw away with my 
C 4 own 
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own hands. I was at the fame time prc-f 
icnted with a leaf- goblet, which, aftcF 
having ufed, was difpofed of in like man- 
ntXf It is faid that a ftridt Gentoo would 
rather fubmit to martyrdom than defile the 
purity of his perfon, by coming in coritad* 
with that part of the cup which has been 
at the mouth of a man of a different caft. 
The Moor, the Gentoo, the Perfian, and 
Chriftian, all obferve the fame extreme deli- 
cacy in regard to each othen In the town 
of Gondivy, a confiderable part of the inha- 
bitants are Perfians, and of the fame fe(3; 
with thofe I faw at Surat. The Perfians, 
or Gucbres as they are fometimes called, 
are a people defcended from the ancient in- 
habitants of Perfia, who, upon being ex- 
patriated by their conqueror on account of 
their religion, migrated hither, and their 
pofterity are now fcattere(J all over this 
country. 

Having proceeded eight leagues further^ 
through a country fit only for pafture, and 
in many places in the moft defolate ftate, I 
awrived at Gondivy in Pardy, a fmall town, 
f?hich forms the domains of a little fove- 
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reign prince. Next ^ay I reached De- 
mum of Damum ; but, as I had no incli-^ 
nation to fee the governor, whom I ought 
to have waited upon, I went on without 
flopping, and flept at a quarter of a league 
diftance, in a little town compofed of Gen- 
toos and a few Chriftians. They are fubjeft 
to the Portuguefe, who poffefs a fmall ter- 
ritory, and about four leagues of this coaft, 
comprehending five or lix village3, on a 
dry and inhofpitable foiK Thefe people 
are fo poor and neceflitous, that I have 
feen Chriftians themfelves obliged, for fub- 
Jiftence, to work as labourers to the Mar- 
rattas -, a ftate of indigence, however, 
which has hitherto been unable either to 
fubdue their arrogance or ftimulate their 
induftry. Thus far on my way from Surat, 
I had not met with a fingle Chriftian ; here, 
however, I difcovered my hoft to be a man 
of the fame religious perfuafion with myfelf. 
In the courfe of the next day, I pafled 
very handfome villages belonging to th^ 
Marrattas of Narguoil and Barauly; and 
the day following, after being a week upon 
|he road, I arrived at the village of Danou, 

the 



26 TRAVELS ROUND THV WORLP, 

the minifter of which]| an Indian Pprtii-r 
guefe, I made it my buiSnefs to wait upon.. 

This diftria of Damuni was formerly 
conquered and poffcfled by the Portvguefe, 
and only paffed within thefe thirty years to 
theMarrattas; who having granted toleration 
to all religious fedts> the Chriftians have be-- 
come frequent in every part of the country. 
In this vDlage is a church, a paflor^ and a 
very confiderable body of Chriftians. I was 
invited to a marriage in the jpeighbourbood^ 
at which the Marrattas» and even the Bra- 
mins, who were fed by curiofity to attend 
this feftival, fome at the ceremony of the 
churchj^ others at the fubfequeat diverfions, 
condtidted themfelves with fuch decency of 
behaviour, as in fimilar iituations we but 
rarely meet with among Chriftians, parti- 
cularly where^they find themfelves lords of 
the country. Religious proceffions, the 
ceremony of burial, the ufe of the crofs on 
the highways, and in general all the rites of 
Chriftian worfhip, are cxcrcifed here with 
equal freedom as in the kingdom of 
France. 

The appearance of the Marrattas, of 
X>th fexes, particularly the women, con- 
firms 
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iirihs me in an opihiqh I had early formed 
of their aftive and induftrious difpofition. 
There are, however, among the natives 
fome who affedt to be Portuguefe, but who 
in fad: are Gentoo Chriftians, and feem to 
have attached themfelves jto the religion 
and fociety of the Portuguefe from no 
other riiotive than that of having it more 
jeafily in their power to pafs th^ir lives in va- 
nity and idlenefs ; an abufe^ however, pro- 
bably procedding ff om that miferable exam- 
ple of the Chriftian life, which the convi6t$ 
of the pareflt country, whom it has been 
ufual to trinfport hither for their crimes, 
pfFer to the imitation of the natives. The 
Gentoos are fociable, humane^ and hof- 
pitable ; arid, during my refidence in their 
country, I never had octafion to obfefve a 
fingle inftance bf violerlce or difpute. They 
rear nuiHbrous herds of cattle; but fuch is 
their venferatioil for thefe animals, on ac- 
count of their ufeful and patient fervices to 
man, that to kill or even maim one of them 
is deemed a capital offence. 

Ambng the innumerable idols which fill 

their pagodas> I faw various kinds of beafts^ 

frees, and even ftones. The moft grotefque 

I and 
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and extravagant of thefe figures are emble- 
matical reprefentations of the Divinity; 
while their other idols, of every denomina- 
tion, are of inferior order, and only intitled to 
adoration as they are the reprefentatives and 
monitors of particular favours they have re- 
ceived, from time to time, from the benefi- 
cence of the Deity. Like the Perfians and 
Muffulmen, they make frequent ufe of wa- 
ter for the purification of their bodies ; but 
of fuch only as is contained in particular 
lakes ; I faw one of thefe between Baflan 
and Agaflan, on the borders of which ftand 
a number of very fine pagodas. I was 
aflured by a Bramin, with whom I had 
the pleafure to make an acquaintance in 
my peregrinations through this country, 
that he worfhipped one God only i who, af- 
ter having Reared the world of giants and 
itiale&<ftors, had afcended into heaven. I 
am far from being inclined to charge this 
people with idolatry in the vulgar and li- 
teral fenfe of that word ; indeed in ftrift 
language I can fcarcely fuppofe there is one 
nsl idolater on the face of the earth ; for, 
although the Divine effencc is often adored 
under fome material form by which he is 

meant 
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meant to be reprefented, ftill I am per- 
fuaded there is no race of men, how barba- 
rous foever, who worfhip an idol on its 
own account; and diftinft from its great 
original. I once entered into converfation 
with a Bramiri, in a Chriftian church, while 
the prieft was adminiftering the facrament 
of baptifm, and was at pains to explain to 
him the duties and obligations which I con- 
ceived to be implied in that rite. Having 
liftened with attention, he feemed much 
pleafed with the lame account I was able to 
give of them, and concluded his reply by ob- 
ferving, that the great objefts of both our re- 
ligions appeared to him to be the fame. 

During the fhort time I paffed in this 
village, a little fleet of their fhips of war, 
about the fize of our tartans, entered the 
river. They are called GalvetteSj and built 
to carry four and fometimes fix guns. Their 
chief employment is to fcour the coafts of a 
race of pirates named ChamchaSy'vAio fally 
from the bottom of the gulph of Guzurat, 
and commit depredations upon fuch trad- 
ing veflels as they happen to furprife in thofe 
jfeas. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. IV. 

D{/cr^tson of the country betwixt T^rapore 
an4 Agqffim, in the Marratta dominions. 
^^rr-Its cultivatioi^y natunfl proiHuSlionsy and 
aniniaU^ — T!he bmfes ;atid irefs of the in-- 
habitants 4efcrJk^(i^^^T^h6r rites of inter; ^ 
ment. — FoJ^de a^d govefnt^ent of the Mar^ 
r^ta provinces j-^T^he fiufhor reaches tbi 
ifland (f &aJfet. 

ON the 1 2th of November, having re- 
fumed my journey, J pafTed Trapore; 
a oity .of fome extent, populous, and de- 
fended by a fort. My next flage was Ma- 
heim, a large town, ir^habited chiefly by 
Bramins ; and the d^y following I came to' 
Agaffan, where Jt lived wi?h a Frenchman/ 
who had the command of thirty Europeans; 
\xi the fervice of a Rajah or Marratta 
prince, at Barauda, in the province of Gu- 
zurat. The Rajah of this province refides' 
at Funa^ or Poney, a Ijirg^ city, fituated iri 
the interior parts of the country, and is one 
of the mqft powerful of thcfc princes. 

Agailani 
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Agaflan ftands at the diftance of five 
leagues from another confiderable town> 
named Baflan, which, having the advantages 
of a good road and excellent river, fits out 
fliips for the purpofe of trading along the 
jcoaft of Arabia. The fea*coaft is veryftrong-* 
lyfortifi^ed, while the country from Trapore is 
extremely populous, and enlivened with fre** 
quentand beautiful gardens. Befides herbs 
and vegetables, the inhabitants cultivate the 
iUgar-cane, cocoa, and fig-trees. From 
jBafifan to Agafian, the traveller icarce meetd 
with an acre of waftc or fallow-ground* 
The rich verdure and vegetation of theif 
gardens are, however, in a great degree^ 
owing to the common ufe of wheel- wells^ 
which are made to water the foil, by means 
of buffaloes; but in the more central dif- 
trifts, and even along the coaft from Tra-^ 
pore to Pardy, the foil is in general extremely 
dry during the fix months of fair weather^ 
On the contrary* it is wholly under watei^ 
in the rainy feafon, when there fprings up 
an amazing quantity of grafs, which, as the 
ground is either too moift or too dry to give 
birth to a finale flirub, gives the face of the 

country 
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country the appearance of one continuecJ 
mcadovv. The tnoft common tree, in the 
environs of Surat, is the wild date^ as is a 
Ipecies of wild palm in the more inland 
country. The chief advantage the natives 
derive from thefe trees confifts in their fapi 
which they are accuftomed either to drink 
in its natural ftate, or to manufadlure into a 
kind of brandy^ The wood and leaves are 
likewife of ufe in the conftrudtion of houfes/ 
Indian corn is the prevailing crdp in the 
quarter of Surat, and rice in the parts which 
are fituated more to the fouth. The na- 
tives difcover fkill as well as induftry in the 
cultivation of their farms. As foon as the 
annual floods have withdrawn, the grafr, 
which has in that interval grown up, having 
been colledted in heaps, is burned, and the 
afhes are employed as manure for the pur-*- 
pofe of enriching their rice fields. The 
crops of rice and corn are raifed by very 
diflferent methods. The Indian farmer, hav- 
ing fowed his rice in ground prepared and 
manured for the purpofe, at a certain period 
tranfplantsit into a new field, where it remain* 
. till it comes to maturity, and is cut down. 

The 
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The extreme fcarcity of water, which 
prevails here conftantly for the fpace of fix 
months in the year, ferves to exercife the 
humanity and beneficence of many pious, 
and well-difpofed perfons. Hence thofe 
deep wells, which have been dug and con- 
flrucfted at a great expence, with the con- 
venience of flairs reaching to the edge of 
the water; while a fund is allotted for the 
purpofes of affording them occafional re- 
pairs, of maintaining a number of water- 
men, and of furnifhing fuch utenfils as .arc 
necefTary for drawing water and giving 
drink to the cattle. 

In other places it has been found expe- 
dient to conflruft large and capacious ponds, 
which ferve to colle<S water during the 
rains, and to preferve it for public ufe in the 
courfe of the dry feafon. Such are the di- 
menfions of many of thefe vafl refervoirs, 
that the water is neither unwholefome nor 
unpalatable; and is in a particular manner 
the refpurce of the natives who live at a 
diflance from rivers. 

. The mofl common animals in this 
-country are tigers, monkies, and wild dogs. 

Vol, II. D which 
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which are fmaller in iize than thofe of 
America. Of the feathered tribes, I £iw 
the tartk-dovc, fome peacocks^ numbers of 
parroquets, one or two fpecies of imall birds, 
and crows, in vaft flocks, £> tame that they 
ttfed to attack our difhes upon the tables 
The other native animals of eaftem coun* 
fries defcend but feldom from the moun-^ 
tains, preferring, under the fhelter of their 
woods, a cooler and freer air than is to be 

' found in the plains 

The hou&^ in the country are but fimple 
cottages, in ibme places conftrud:ed with 
bamboo, in others with the palnv-tree, and 
thatched with leaves or hay. The wall 
confifts of wattled work of ofiers and bull- 
rulhes plaiftered over with mud. The 
town houfes, however, are e:^tremely dif- 
ferent, many of them having a noble efie£k« 
In general they have two ftories only; but 
each floor eonfifis, if I may uh the ex-« 
preflSon, of thre^ amphitheatrical gradi-^ 
tions, upon the higheft of which, and 
in the oppoiite comers, are two apart-^ 
ments^ intended to ccmtain the mofl: valu<« 

jttt^.&mily efie^s. The fi€n( of the Imti^ 

log 
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iiig is fupported on the inlide by a certain 
number of pilkrs, and is open to the day/ 
whilft the outer wall is fiirrounded by a 
kind of gallery, which embraces the othef 
three fides of the houfe. The area of the 
firft gradation is laid with fine tapeftry^ 
and here the family is accuftomed to receive 
and entertain their friends j it fupports 
likewife a large bafon, which is filled with 
water by means of a wheel-well, the ma- 
chinery of which is eredled in the firft ftory* 
The buffalo employed to work the ma- 
chine turns the pivot, which is over his headi 
in his progrefs round the circumference df 
the weU. The floor is paved with a certain 
compofition> confifting of a foft ftone pounds 
cd arid mixed with a fpecies of plaiftef 
made of oil and the whites of eggs. This 
cement, when properly prepared^ becoming 
extremely folid and compact, acquires the 
appearance of a fmooth ftone of a fine var-* 
ni£h,andhas a more beautiful effedt than that 
of our beft inlaid floors. On the top of the 
building is a flat roof or terrace, coated with 
the fame cement, which they natiie algd^ 

D 2 The 
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The drcfs of the women is compofed of 
t very long piece of painted callicoe, one half 
of which, after pafling ieveral times round 
the waift^is folded back and faflened behind; 
the other half is thrown over the head^ . 
and falling down before, covers the arms 
and bofom, and is attached in folds to the 
girdle. In this manner one fimple gar- 
ment embraces the whole body, and even 
fcrves for a veil to the face. In the country, 
however, they frequently gather together 
what covers the head, and let it fall upon 
the fhoulders, leaving the neck and bofom 
almoft entirely expofcd, and on thefe oc- 
cafions, as it confifts of a very fine kind of 
cloth, it aflumes the air of a fafh; but 
when at other times they choofe to fold 
up the lower part of the robe, pafling the 
end of it between the legs, it acquires the 
appearance of drawers, which defcend to 
the middle of the thigh. 

In town the men are ufually drefled in a 

long white robe, which has the appearance 

of a jacket fewed to a kind of petticoat; 

but in the country they wear two long 

^road pieces of cloth> the one round their 

loins. 
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loins, the other over their fhoulders, or 
perhaps only a fort of band paflcd between 
thdr thighs. 

Rings feem to be a peculiar objeft of 
female ambition in every rank and condi- 
tion of life, and are ufed to adorn the 
toes as well ^s the fingers* A bracelet of 
glafs tied round the wrifl, and one of filver 
round the ankle, are extremely common. 
Befides the ordinary ornaments of the 
ear, many wear a nofe-jewel, or ring 
paiTed through the feparation of the nof- 
trils. On the forehead is fometimes a 
ftar pundtured in the flefh ; and the lower 
eye-laihes are often painted black, in order 
to enhance the brilliancy of the pupil. 

The Gentoos fometimes inter, but more 
frequently burn the bodies of their dead; a 
rite ufually performed on the bank of a river, 
over which they afterwards fcatter the 
aflies of the deceafed. A widow common- 
ly mourns a year for the lofs of her hufband, 
and in this period devotes the firft mo- 
ments after fhe awakes in the morning to 
tears and lamentations. 

D 3 There 
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There are flill ladies, particularly \n the 
liigher cafts, who infift upon their privilege 
pf being burned upon the funeral piles of 
their hufbands; but on fuch occafions it ia 
the bufinefs of the afliftants to fufFocate the 
unhappy vidtim, by pouring pails of oil over 
Jier face, before fhe has been attacked by the 
flames. This religious attachment of the 
wife to the remains of her hufband is never-., 
thelefs greatly qn' the decline. 

On the 6th of December I proceeded by. 
Baflan to the ifland of Salfet, which is fepa- 
rated from the mainland by a branch of 
the fea, in fome places extremely narrow, 
and' only two leagues in breadth where I 
pafled it. Salfet is detached from the ifland 
of Bombay by another little arm of the fea, 
acrofs which the Englifh dcferters eafily 
fwim in their way to the Marratta forts of 
Varfova and Bandora. Salfet is eight 
leagues in breadth ; and being covered with 
the mangoe, and other fruit-trees, which 
jj^jear abundance of little fragrant bloflbms^ 

«"«ch more pleafant than the mainland j^ 

s gardens are few, and the (oil not 

». 
♦■ 

I dwek 
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I dwelt nearly in the centre of the ifland, 
gt a town named Pary, and only at a fhort 
diftance from Malart. This laft place Is 
the refidence of an Avaldor, deputy to the 
^ubadar or governor of the province, 
who lives in a kind of fortrefs> called Tana, 
about five leagues diftant. Pary is in the 
vicinity of a. fountain and two refervoir«, 
embellifhed by magnificent trees, and k 
placed in a mofi: agreeable and rural fitua^ 
tion. Here I made acquaintance with 
feveral Bramins, from whom I received in. 
)iiany infi:ance8 much kindnefs and civility. 

The Marratta provinces are under the 
fupremiB authority of Puna, but arc ad- 
jniniftered by governors, who delegate their 
power to commandants within their refpec^ 
tive jurifdiaiong. It is the duty of the 
Avaldor or commandant to colleft the 
taxes, and in general to execute the order$ 
of the foubadar, by means, if neceflary, of 
an irnie4 force (ppniCifting of a body of fe-t 
poys. 

, Property in land is not transferrable as in 

Europe, but remains veiled cxclufively in iht 

ibvereign^ wholfarms it to the peafuitry, an4 

P ij. receives 
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receives a rent in kind, vsrhich has continued 
fixedfrom time immemorial at a certain pro- 
portion of the crop. . This rent paid to the 
ftate is extremely moderate ; and in order 
to encourage the induftry of the colomby, 
or farmer,' who forms a caft by bimfelf, he 
is allowed certain chiefs, whofe bufinefs it 
is to protect hitn in all the rights of his 
order. Other public burdens are very in- 
confiderable, not exceeding the annual fum 
of five livres a family. As a particular 
encouragement to gardening, whatever por- 
tion of ground the farmer choofes to employ 
in this manner he pofleffes rent-free for the 
fpace of ten years, at the expiration of 
which period he pays to the circar^ that is to 
the government, a third part of the produce. 
The foubadar^ is a kind of farmer general, 
who becomes bound to the fovereign in a 
certain fum for all the taxes of the pro- 
vince, and then coUedts them from the 
peafantry in the beft manner he can. The 
farmer, however, is in little danger of being 
oppreffed, from the power and confe- 
quence of his own chief, who is appointed 
\>Y the ftate exprefsly for his protedtion. 
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The public repairs of the province of every 
defcriptibn, and the purveyance of the go- 
vernor'js houfehold, are fervices performed 
by the people of whatever religion, and of 
cither fex ; for which, however, they re- 
ceive a fmall gratuity. 



CHAP. V, 



Comparifon, in point of morals^ between the 
natives of the Marratta provinces^ and 
the "European and Perfianfettlers. — Sim^ 
plicity and mildnefs of the Bramins in their 
government of the Gentoo tribes. — Ths 
Author reafons upon the gentle manners 
and difpoftion of the natiifes of India^ for 
'which he endeavours to account. — He ^/(?- 
fcribes his own mode of life during bisjlay 
Qn the i/land of Samar^ 

TO W A R D S the end of January 1 770, 
after makiijg a confiderable Aay on 
this ifland, having learned that a fhip be- 
longing 



^ TRAVELS ROUND THE WORLD, 

longing to the French Eaft India company, 
fsHcd The Indian, had anchored at Surat, 
I was defirous to embrace this opportunity 
of writing to my friends in Europe. De- 
parting, therefore, from Salfet, I arrived in 
five days at Danou, whence it was eafy to 
liave letters conveyed to the city of Suratj 
and as I returned by Baflan, I had a fecond 
Opportunity of admiring the firiiple h\x% 
civilized and well-regulated manners of the 
natives. In the genius of the inhabitants, 
however, there are certain fhades of dif- 
. ference, chiefly arifing from the variety of 
religious opinions tolerated and exercifed in 
this country, Tl^e Portuguefe, as I have 
already obferved, are vain and indolent ; the 
MahometanSai with all their fimplicity, are 
haughty, and ever prone to conceive theni- 
felves of a condition fuperior to other men ^ 
the Perfians are an adliye and induftrious; 
people, but extremely interefted; while 
the Gentoos, and above all the BraminSj^ 
tjrc of unaffeded fimple manners, gentle^ 
f^ 'snd temperate in the whole con- 
their lives. Although all public 
centre in the caft of the Bramins,, 
' ' 4 th?y 
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they are peculiarly aiFable and coridefcend^r 
ing; infomuch that I am fatis^ed they arc 
grangers to a phrafe fufficiently intelligible 
in the nations of Europe, I nacan tbf info^, 
knee of office. The different chambers of 
adminift ration, as well as the courts of juf- 
tice, are open to the infpe£tion of the pub-, 
lie; >yhile thofe who prefide over them 
are equally acceffible to the pooreft peafant 
as to men of the firft diftindtion. Here 
the Soubada^ exercifes all the functions of 
his office in perfon ; and I have feen himt 
pn different occafions, with no other veft- 
ment than a linen cpyering tied round his 
^oins, featcd with his legs acrofs on a car- 
pet, writing on his knees, ox liftening with 
great attention and humanity to the various 
fuits before him. It was difficult fpr nic 
to aflbciate this aftonifhing fimplicity and 
benignity of charafter ^ylth the authority 
and importance of a fovereign y or to con- 
ped: in xny mind the notion of an extenfive 
population, a liighly cultivated country, a 
numerous army, forts, garrifons, circum- 
ftances all e^preffive of a large, civilized, 

an4 
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and opulent kingdomi with the innocent 
and inofFenfive deportment of its rulers. 

Upon my firft arrival at Salfet, the De- 
puty Soubadar, after receiving me in the 
beft manner, took occafion to obferve, that 
as Europeans were men of a fiery and tur- 
bulent charadter, he would be glad to be 
informed who was to become furety for 
my good behaviour while I remained in the 
country. I anfwered, that in ordinary 
cafes, the maxims of our police required no 
other pledge of a man's obedience to the 
laws, than his perfon and property. He 
replied, that a ferocity of mind, peculiar to 
Europeans, and wholly incompatible with 
the mild genius of the natives, had obliged 
him to difmifs fome of them from the coun- 
try 5 but that to have recourfe to their per- 
fons or property was a procefs which muft 
be attended with too much trouble and in- 
convenience. The fedl was, that a few 
determined Europeans, in a late inftance, 
had put a large body of fepoys to flight, 
and, dated by their fuccefs, had proceeded 
to take pofleflion of feveral villages. Eu-« 
ropeans are apt to entertain the falfe idea, 

that 
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that they never can do enough in fupport 
of their national charader for bravery, and 
hence are fombtimes betrayed into the mofl 
unwarrantable cxceffes; — while, ftrange as 
it may feem, were thefe gallant Europeans, 
fo fuperior to*the Moors of India, by fonoie 
unaccountable fatality to be placed ki any 
province of the Ottoman empire, we fhould 
prefently find them the ' inferiors of the 
fame people, I mean the Moors of Tiirky. 

This gentle difpofition of the natives of 
India is probably owing in a great degree 
to temperance, and a total abftinence from 
animal food. The common ufe of this 
diet, in the bulk of other nations in the 
world, has I believe exalted the natural 
tone of their paffions ; and I can iaccount 
upon no other principle for the ftrong harfh 
features of MufTulmen and Chriftians, com- 
pared with the fmall trait, and placid afpedt 
of the Gentoo. Whoever has not had an 
opportunity of making this comparifon, 
may find it difiicult to underftand what is 
meant by this relative coarfenefs of feature ; 
but in the part of India where I now re- 
fide, it would be eafy to illuftrate it in 

many 



46 TRAVELS ROUND THE WORLD; 

uuiiy inltaiices, by only placing togetheif 
two Jiativcs of the fame province. 

The manner of life led by a Bfamin 
may> I have no doubt, contribute likewife 
to the fame efiedt. His refidence in the 
neighbourhood, but feldora within the walls^ 
of a great town, is fixed in the midft . of 
extenfive gardens; and this, by the bye, 
is the true reafon why the fea-coaft all the 
way from Trapore is bordered with garden* 
ground ; and hence too the very populous 
jftate of that part of the country ; whilft at 
Bsafian» a large and well-fortified city, I met 
with military men only, whofe families 
were in the country. Now this retired 
and half folitary life of the Bramin deprives 
Kim of none of the innocent pleafures of 
ibciety i but exempts him from a thoufand 
difagreeable and painful incidents, una-^ 
voidable to thofe who live within the walls 
of a city. The perpetual verdure of his re- 
treat; the prcfence of his trees and his flocks; 
an entire freedom from the irkfbme ce- 
remony infcparable from great focieties, 
whereby a man often finds himfelf ham- 
pered even in his own family; thcfe, in 

fhort, 



BY SEA AND LANDi I^f 

fliort^ and other circumftances, all tending 
to lead man back to his iirft and natural 
jftate^ may account for that benign temper 
of mind, as weU as for thofe peculiarities of 
feature^ obfervable in the Bramin. 

Their laws are the refult of a truly meek 
and moral intelleA, and I am told are ex- 
cellently calculated to cherifli and cultivate 
fimilar diipoiitions in the people. Profef- 
ling myfelf, however, but littk converfant 
in the Gentoo code, I fhall mention only a 
very few of their political inftitutions :— * 
Whoever refufes to pay a tax impofed by 
the authority of the public, is liable to be 
charged with a double rate, but is never 
CMi this account fubjefted to corporal pu- 
nishment, that being referved for the vio- 
lations of man's natural rights: murder and 
aflaffination are punifhed with death ; fe- 
duftion in either fex with the forfeiture of 
liberty, and the lofs of one eye ; robbery 
with the amputation of one hand, and per- 
petual flavery; — thefe judicious laws render 
it very feldom neceffary for the magiftrate 
to cxaft penalties of a fanguinary nature. 
The prineiple of the political and moral 

regu- 
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regulations of the Bramins is to allure man 
to his native innocence and fimplicity, to 
engage him to conform his adions to the 
firft principles of his nature, and efpecially 
to abftain from whatever may have a ten- 
dency to irritate or inflame his paflions. 
This Is the great objed: of the divine law; 
and fhould the wifdom of man try to ac- 
complifh more, the experiment would un- 
avoidably fail. I am likewife of opinion 
tha:t the clafSng of men into dilfferent cafts, 
is an inftitution calculated to produce the 
moft pure and genuine manners. 

Many of the obfervations which I made 
in the ifland of Samar I found not only ap- 
plicable to this country, but even illuftrated 
and confirmed by the lives of the Bramins, 
men whom, except in matters of religious 
opinion, I was in all refpe(5ts ambitious to 
imitate. Like the Bramin, my neighbour, 
my refidence was in themidft of a large and 
beautiful garden, in which my hours glided 
fmoothly away in one quiet and uniform 
tenor. Rice, fruit, and vegetables, gathered 
and dreffed with my own hands, a diet 
to which my ftomach had been long ac- 

cuilomedt 



^uftomed, adminiftered to my daily fubfif- 
tcilce. My travels had occafioned an cx^ 
treme heat of blood, arid this I was at pains 
io remove by drinking rice-broth, which, 
properly made, i^ equally palatable with 
the fineft milk. Two pieces of cotton 
cloth, the one a covering to my loins, and 
the other thrown ovei- my fhoulders. Com- 
pofed niy ordinary drefs; I allowed my 
beard to grow in imitation of the higheft 
Caft, and like them generally walked abroad 
with my head uncovered and my feet bare. 
In fitu^tionS rdjuiritig any ceremony I ap- 
peared in my full drefs, which confifted of 
a long Whit6 rcbe^ girt round the waift in 
the manner of the M arrattas, and a turban ' 
tod fartdals, in the Mborifh fafliioii. My 
time vt^as employed chiefly in reading, walk- 
ing, and cultivating my garden; A few 
goats and fome poultry, which I found 
means to prdctlre in the neighbourhoodi 
contributed to my amufement ; and I Dcca-^ 
fionally made Vifits in the adjacent villages. 
Agreeably to the manners of the .country, 
I pafled the night on a mat of reeds, the 
Vol. IL E cool 
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CHAP. VI. 

^Probiiy and hojpitality of the Gentoos. — 
Their carnival defcribed. — The Author 
arrives at Surat. — Its Jitudtion^ extenfive 

. commerce 9 and flourijhing Jiate of the in-- 
habitants j-^&plendid Jiile of living of a 
private merchant. — Magnificent difplay of 
the Nabob on a public occafion. 



F 



IVE months had now clapfed fince I 
came to refide in the country, during 
which period I went frequently abroad, 
and ttiade cxcurfions in all directions, with- 
out encountering the Cnalleft danger. The 
civil reception I every where experienced 
from the inhabitants, I am inclined to im- 
pute partly to my complexion, which fa- 
tigue and the influence of hot climates had 
rendered fimilar to their own, and partly to 
^ my dref§, which was entirely accommo- 

\ /^ dated to the tafte'of the natives. The 

only language in which I could make my- 
)(eif*uijderifl:ood was the Portuguefe, which, 

though 
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though fomewhat in ufe in the country, is 
fer from being generally fpoken; hence, 
on various occafions, I was taken for a 
Hindoo. In all fituations, however, I was 
equally the objed: of confidence and hof- 
pitality. It is evident that the crimes of 
theft and robbery muft be extremely rare^ 
fince, in the courfe of fo many months, a 
fingle inftance of either did not come to 
my knowledge ; and though I was on dif- 
ferent occafions three or four days from 
home, when, according to the cufliom of 
the country,, the door of my cottage was 
left open, I never had the flighteft reafon 
to fuppofe that a ftranger had crofl!ed the 
threfhold in my abfence. 

In thofe countries, I have obferved, 
where the people are nearly upon a foot- 
ing in point of property, the private rights 
of individuals are leaft liable to be invaded ; 
for, by this means, a certain defcription of 
evil propenfities, which grow out of arbi- 
trary diftindtions, and increafe in violence 
with the unequal diftribution cf property, 
aK evidently precluded. 

E 3 • I'was 
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I was at Pardy on the day of the Gentoos^ 
carnival. On this occafioxx^ thefe people 
run about the ftreets, with their faces and 
cloaths begrimed with powders of dif- 
ferent colours. Dancing to harfh inftru-? 
jnents, and imparting to all who came in 
their way the fame ridiculous appearance 
with their own, feemed to be the chief obr 
jc(9:s of their amufement. Next day X 
lodged at Naufary, in the gardens of a rich 
Perfian, who, in the true fpirit of hofpita- 
lity, had credited a magnificent tent in the 
midft of a beautiful parterre, for the recep- 
tion and entertainment of ftrangers. On 
theenfuing day, being the J9th of March, 
I arrived at Surat, and alighted at the 
French fadtory. I embraced the conful's 
obliging pfFer of apcomjnodatiqn in his 
family ; and waited a whole month for the 
failing of a Moorifb yeflel, which an emi- 
nent merchant of ^urat was equipping for 
the trade of Bafibra. 5y this pieans I had 
an opportunity of obtaining a more per- 
fedt knowledge of this harbour, by far the 
jnoft confiderable in the poffeflion of the 
oatiVcs, The copimerce of European na- 
tions 
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tions in India was formerly confined to a 
ffw fadories at this port; and I am of 
opinion, it would have been fortunate for 
both parties, had there exifted, in conve- 
nient fituations on the Indian co&ft, other 
fach confiderabk cities as Surat* The 
power of the Indian princes, in thefe cir- 
cumftanqes, would have operated with 
more eiFed:, and might ' have cheeked that 
fpirit of conqueft in Europeans, which, 
partly owing to the calamities infeparablc 
from war, but chiefly to the fad diminution 
it occafions in the induftry of the people, 
muft always prove difaftrous to the proper 
views of a trading company. The com- 
merce of Canton has been uniformly carried 
on nearly upon equal terms with all nations 
whatever ; and the Chinefe trade continues 
ftill to maintain its ground in a manner 
advantageous both to the native and fo- 
reigner, a fad -which I cofafider as an jl- 
iuftration and proof of the truth of my 
ppinion. 

Surat ftands in a large and fertile plain, 
with few trees, particularly on the left fide 
pf the rivec and commands a v^ew pf the 

E 4 ' Pppp- 
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Vhe ftreets are of con- 

>.!C aukwardly formed, 

. , ^^.d, from the various 

.t.-.,ct:d population, extremely 

, .- The houfes are large and 

,...:, ji good tafte, and well 

ic climate; though with very 

..•.*uiy CO recommend them. The 

..i tvccs of every denomination are 

xd with all the neceflaries and! 

v> .t life. The incredible number 

...K iMvi lirpoys, it being permitted to 

tv.ivulual to have as many armedi 

\ \.> icrvice as he can afford to pay, 

. • V ^ o acourfe of coaches and palanquins, 

, .> the mind of a ftranger with a high 

. . .'. tlic affluence of the people. The 

.s.v»U\ but in the Moorifh tafte, is as 

V . ;uiv>n at Surat as is that vehicle in the 

asvi.^i>f London or Paris; and, as it is 

luwu by oxen trained' to go at a gallop, is 

.*|u»;!lv convenient and expeditious: the 

issv- .ind harnefs of the carriage are niade of 

iMinbiK), and have all the ' elafticity of our 

I uaui- braces. The gardens are many and 

ticuutiiiil. The harbour is greatly fre^ 

quentedj 
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guentedj and the fhips built in their dock* 
yards are of a ftrong and folid conftrudlion* 
Tfhe trade pf Surat, ftill very extenfive, 
has, hpwcyer, beeij much impaired by cer- 
tain impolitic regulations introduced by 
the nabob, at the inftigation of the EngliiQi. 
This being the great mart for the im- 
menfe produce of one of the richeft and' 
moft extenfive parts of India, the quantity 
and variety of merchandize dilplayed in 
the warehomfes are aftonifhing to a ftran- 
ger. Befides the European faftories, there 
are here Moorifh, Perfian, and Gentoo 
merchants ; and, in order that' the reader 
may have an idea of a merchant of Surat, I 
fliall juft mention the proprietor of the 
fliip on board which I had taken a paffage 
for Baifora. His trade, it is proper to 
obferve, had decreafed to lefs than one 
half of w^hat it had been formerly; but 
he v^as flili owner of ten large armed vef- 
fels, which he let out on freight to the 
JEnglifh. From his flaves he obtained 
agents and fupercargoes fpr his factories 
abroad, and fometimes captains and officers 
for the velTels he equipped and employed on 
• ' ^ ' V his 
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his own account. His fhips, as well as 
his fadtory at BafTora, difpkyed his flag ^ 
and he polTeiTed, as a fovereignty, a con-- 
fiderable ifland in the Euphrates, His 
commercial operations extended over the 
whole Indian coaft, from China to Baflbra, 
In his family were at leaft a hundred flaves 
of fome diftindion, who had flaves under 
them. I faw him on' a day of unufual ce- 
remony, when he appeared mounted on an 
elephant, and, bejSdes a long tfain of de- 
pendants on foot^ was attended by 9, nume- 
rous company of his own relations on horfe-. 
b^ck, and in palanquins. Two hundred 
of his fepoys led the van, while a large 
coUedion of mufical inftruments, braying 
intolerable diflbnance, clofed the rear; a 
proceflion which, in my opinion, wpul4 
have better fuited the emperor of Java thaq 
a dealer in callicoes at Surat. 

I attended the commemoration of Abra- 
ham's facrifice, or the Courbanbeyran, a 
Iblemnity to which the extraordinary pomp 
of the Indian grandees in their attendance 
on the nabob to his mofque, the incredible 
number of troops, tl^ bands of mufic, the 

fpler^-^ 
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iplendour of equipages and robes, and the 
immenfe croud of fpedtators aflembled fronj 
all quarters, gave peculiar grandeur and 
magnificence. His highnefs was efcorted 
by five or fix thpufand fepoys, and a cpnfi- 
derable train of artillery, whilft between 
him and his mufti, the Englifh counfellors, 
with a body of the company's troops, took 
diftinguiflied precedence. 

It is fometimes difficult to fay in which 
pf thefe powers, the Englifh, the Mar- 
rattas, or the nabob, the fupreme authority 
is vefled ^ and hence, in the courfe of iiiy 
travels, I have never met with an equal 
number of armed men in any other city in 
the world. The Englifh are in pofTeffion 
of the caflle and certain gates, the nabob 
is nominally mafler of the city, and the 
Marrattas, who claim a kind of tribute 
annually from the inhabitants, have two 
gates and a large body of troops; but, 
from this aukward collifion of divided au- 
thority, there frequently arifes much public 
violence and diforder. I fhall here con- 
clude my obfervations on Surat, the gran- 
jieur of which, though in a flile extremely 

dif- 



<^b} TRAVELS ROUND THE WORLD^i 

different from all that I have ever feen iix 
Europe, has fomething about it* however, 
peculiarly ftriking, anij impofing on thp 
imagination. 



CHAP, VIL 



The Author leaves Stirat, and arrives byfea 
at Mafcate in Arabia Felix. — Sound po^ 
licy of the Iman orfovereign of this king'- 
dom. — Departure from Mafcate for the 
Perfan Gulf — Singular cuftom of the 
Indian mariners in the Straits of Ormus. 

ON the 2oth of April we failed for 
Baflbra, in company with an Engliftx 
armed veflcl, which ferved us for a pilot 
and convoy to the mouth of the gulf. She: 
was deftined to free the coafts from the 
Sindys and Chamchasj not from Marratta 
pirates, as is commonly fuppofed. The 
good government of the Marratta tribes, 
and particularly their unremitting induflry 
to reprefs piracy in thofe feas, by their 
' .- forts 
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forts and cruizers, to which even the Por-^. 
tuguefe flag owes its protection, renders it 
extremely improbable, that the freebooters? 
who moleft the Malabar coaft, and who 
are generally called Marratta pirates, ac- 
tually belong to thofe ftates. It is poilibley 
indeed, that they may defcend from the 
fouthern parts of the Marratta dominions ; 
but in this cafe, unowned and unencouraged 
by that government, they fkulk under the 
flag of the little difaflfeded princes, who are 
very frequent on thofe coafl:s. 

Being to touch at Mafcate, and as the 
S* W. winds were faft approaching, and the 
direction of the current bore towards the 
coafl: of/ Sindys or Diu, we fleered weft- 
ward, and made the land of a low and 
fandy (hore, S.W. of the Refulgat moun- 
tainsv We then coafted northward, and 
dropped anqlior at Mafcate, after a paflage 
of thirteen days. Befides a large and ex-i 
cellent road, there is here a very good har- 
bour, in which we found four fathoms and 
a half of water. The high mountains of 
the coaft and adjacent iflands, by which the 
harbour is formed, cover it from the winda, 

a:id 
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and protect it in all ieafons from the incoil^ 
venicnce of a rolling fea. S. W. from thtt 
heights of cape Refulgat> and on that part 
of the coaft where we landed, is anotheif 
port^ but it is only frequented by the 
Arabs, the Abyffinians, and the trade of 
the Red Sea. Mafcate is without thei 
ftreights of Qrmus, and confequently in a 
moft fiivourable iituation for trade. Hence 
it ferves as an emporium for the commerce 
of Indus, whofe ftraits are frequently rough 
and tempeftuous, as well as for that of 
the Perfian gulf, whofe navigation is much 
more tedious and uncertain than that of the 
Indian fea. 

Our pilot, though an Indian Moor, was 
a man of good capacity; he fettled with 
great facility the fhip's courfe, but by rules 
different from ours, which I cannot pre- 
tend to explain : he gave his orders with 
much compofure and precifion y and navi- 
gated the veiTel by charts, which he him- 
felf had drawn of the Chinefe gulf of 
Bengal and Perfia* Had the natural talents 
©f this Moor been cultivated by the fciencc 
«f mathematics, and had he poBTeffed m a 

higher 
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ht^er degree the enterprize of a European 
navigator, I am iatisfied he would have 
made an excellent feaman. 

I took the earlieft opportunity of going 
afhore, and met with a native of Hifpahan, 
who adled as agent ^r French affairs ia 
this city. The Arabian populace have ge- 
nerally been reprefented as a wicked and 
licentious race of men; a report which, 
as I went about in town and country, in 
an European drefs, without meeting with 
the fmalleft difturbance, my own acperi- 
ence by no means warrants me to confirm. 
In this town, which, by the bye, is mife- 
rably built, I faw a number of fine gar- 
dens. Befides trefoil, and as many vege- 
tables as a fcanty foil, lying among barren 
rocks, may be expected to produce, there 
are here dates, apricots, and fig-trees, both 
of India and Europe. The roots and ve- 
getables are equal to the confumption of 
ftrangers as well as the inhabitants. This 
port is frequented by (hipping from the 
different countries of India; but particu- 
larly by thofe employed in the coafting 
trade from Eleatif all the way to Ceylon. 
8 ThQ 
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The qiiiet mariners of the Arabians in thli 
fcity) proceed probably from their irifercourfa 
with ftrangers, arid from their being ac-' 
fcuftomed to mingle, with people of all re- 
ligions, as well as from the good pblicjf 
of the Iriian or fotereign, who iS an^^ioui 
to promote the interefts of trade arid navi- 
gation in every part df his dominions: 
Befides, it is ftill reicoUeiSed that this coun-^ 
try once belonged to the Portuguefe, and 
that coercive means have occafidnally beert 
employed to controul the reftlefs humour 
pf the natives ; and hence the reafon, I 
prefume, why Europeans experience a de- 
gree of conlideration here, which they do 
not enjoy in any other part of Arabia. The 
Iman is too fenfible of the advantages of 
their commerce, to difcourage them from 
entering his harbour ; but he is alfo jealous 
of their condudt, and too careful of his 
pwn fecurity to permit them to fettle in 
his town. He knows, that although Maf- 
cate is fituated on the mainland of Arabia,- 
it is, however, in a manner feparated from 
the continent by very high and inacceffibk 
mouritains, and he therefore trembles at tb6 

thought 
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thought of admitdDg an European colony 
within the walls of a city^ which has no 
communication with his other dominions^ 
eircept by a narnow pafs among fteep and 
rugged rocksi whefe a handful of men 
might eafily ftop the progrefs of a whole 
armyi 

The Imah of this kingdom affe<3:s to bd 
the only real defcendant of Mahomet, and 
therefore wears a blue, inftead of the green 
turban which is worn by the cheiks of 
Turkey, tic is Ibvereign of an extenfiytf 
country, and fefides in his capital, fituated 
behind lofty and barren mountains, at five 
days journey from Mafcate. Pafling the 
mountains of Mafcate, the traveller defcendd 
into a vaft plain covered with date trees, 
interfperfed with herds of cattle and fruitful 
fields, and cultivated by a people of civil 
and obliging manners. Such is the in- 
formation, at leafl, which I received from 
a French faiftor, who, in order to avoid the 
heat of Mafcate, which the refle<5tion of 
the mbuntains, and the fcarcity of rain in 
the dry feafon, render almofl uninhabitable, 
pafies the fummer months in* that country. 
Vol- II. F Rain 
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Rain never falls oftencr in this part of the 
world than four or perhaps five times in 
^e year. 

In thefe regions the bulk of the inhabi- 
tants live chiefly on dates and nulk» con<- 
verted into a veiy dry fubftance, with the 
appearance of little flint flones; which, 
however, being again diflblvcd, afford -a 
kind of acid, but refrefliing liquor. The 
environs of Mafcate, which are confined 
by their contiguity to thcfc high naked 
mountains, produce nothing but a few ve- 
getables. From the fea, however, they are 
well fupplied with fifh, while all other ar- 
ticles of fubfiflence are impo<:ted either by 
fea from Sindys and Perfia, or upon the 
backs of mules from the interior parts of 
the country. 

I obfcrved botli at Batavia and Surat, 
that the Afiatic women, efpecially the Ma- 
hometans, appear very fcldom abroad. At 
Sunit, the body as well as the face of the 
wtnnca is covered by a veil ; but at Mafcate 
tlicfe oriental manners are obferved with 
fuch extreme rigour, that not even in a 
fliop or puUic market is an Arabian fi»nale 
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ip be feqn. Diiring my abode in this city I 
did not obferve an individual of the moft 
iamiable part of our' fpecles, three negroc 
ilaves excepted, and they were wrapped up 
in large linen cloaks. 

Having fpent feveral days at tnis pbrU 
bnc of th^ moft commercial in Arabia 
Pdixi we got a pilot for the Perfian Gulf, 
and weighing anchor flood for the Straits 
of Ormus, vrhich we came in view of in 
the fpace of forty-eight hours ; biit as the 
wind blew from the N, W. frefli and 
fqually, in order to clear the ifles of Ormus 
land Mamouth Salem, vrc were obliged to 
keep tacking for feveral days. 

The terror of a tremendous rolling fea> 
which prevails in the Straits of Ormus, 
has given rife to a very fingular cuftom 
praftifed by the Indian mariners. On ^ 
certain day of t;he year they conftruft, as a 
prefent for and in order to appeafe the 
wr^th of Mamouth Salem, a fmall vefTel, 
wiilcfa^ upon entering the Straits, they 
launch ii;to the. waves, fatisfied that by 
this fymbolical ihlpwrcck they elude the 
£uigr of that vengeance wjbidi was pointed- 
]f 2 againffc 



68 TRAVELS ROUND THE WORLD, 

againft themfelves. To this rite of fu- 
pel-flition fucceeds a mock naval engage- 
ment, in which the brave exertions of the 
natives to defend the entrance to their 
feas againft the invafiohs of the enemy, affc 
taeant to be reprefented; when the former, 
iifter difplaying many feats of heroic Valour, 
Arc coiiftantly viftoribus. 

We foon difcoveried a cape on the coaft 
of Perfia, which forms a'kihd of cIBow, 
and detennines the entrance to the Straits. 
I had been told it was uiiial to fair imme- 
diately round it; but our pilot wias bf a dif- 
ferent opinion, and cihofe to ftand towards 
the other .fide, keeping at fevefarieagues 
diftance from the coaft of Arabia. I ' can- 
hot, however,. give him much credit for liis 
ability as a feaman on. this occafion, for 
next day the wind Shifted to the N^'W. 
and blew frefli with violent fquafls,^ It 
was now the feafbn^wheh the N.W. winds 
prevail In the Perfian Gulf, and as 'they 
continue to blow during the' fUmmer 
months, the palTage of tlie "Straits S^s 
become extremely precarious. *We;fehtere(i 
the Sound, which continues all* Ac" way t6 

Baffora; 
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Baflbra ; and having difcovered the coaft of 
Bender Abafly, a port much frequented in 
former times, we flood along the fide of a 
little ifland fituated S. W. of Camron or 
Kifmijhy between which two places lies a 
paflagfe into the Straits. The wind fevour- 
ing, us a little, we coafted the ifland of 
Camron on the fide acxt the fea. As we 
advanced, the courfe of the current, which 
iflues fi-om the mouth of the gulf, as well 
as the N. W. wind, which blew conftantly 
till we reached BaflTora, were againft us. 
We failed, therefore, at the diflance of 
only five or fix leagues from the coaft of 
f er^a, in order to keep as much as poflible 
in the line of feparation between the N. W> 
wind, which blows towards the coaft of 
^^iirabia, and is efteemed extremely unwhole- 
fome, and that ftormy region which lies 
along the Perfian fhore. We had at times 
favourable intervals, and continuing the 
fame courfe we left three iflands towards 
the coaft of Arabia, but kept conftantly at 
the fame diftance from the fide of Perfia, 
being apprchenfive of meeting with ftorms 
or calms under the adjacent mountains. 

F 3 CHAP. 
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CHAP. VIII, 

(JJbara^er of the Dervifes and Moortjh Mufx 
Julmen of Afa. — "The oj^inion the Afiatics 
in general entertain of Euroj^eans,'-Sin^ 
gular mathematical demonjlratipn of the 
Indian philofopber^. — T^he Author arrives 
qt Bender Abo\ichier^ in Ferjia. 

I LIVED on the beft terms with our 
Moorifti paflengers, whofe meek and 
' peaceable difpofition harmonized with my 
own. They appeared fomewhat fanatical 
in matters of religion, as indeed are all 
Muffulmen of great towns, but I was 
careful to give them no offence in their 
exercifes, for while they faid prayers and 
read the Koran at my fide^ I made it my 
bufinefs never to be found between theii* 
projftrations and the prophet's grave at 
Mecca. Their complaifant behaviour was 
not confined to Muffulmen, but extended 
ctjually to GentooSj^ Chriftians, and Jews, 
a liberality which foftened in fome degree 
^9 barfh opinion I had been ufed ta en- 
tertain 
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tertain of all who had imbibed the haughty 
and imperious dodrincs of Mahomet. . The 
firft principles of that law, though fevere 
and intolerant as to manners^ are in many 
refpefts juft; but the fyftem being upon 
the whole a tranfcript of the ^prejudices 
and narrow character of its founder, tends 
to inculcate in the minds of its votaries a 
fuperlative notion of fuperiority over other 
men. The friendly and fociable behaviour, 
therefore, of thefe Moors, I would refer 
partly to the native charadler of the Afiatic, 
and partly to the lead exceptionable maxims 
and inftitutions of their religion. 

We had likewife twenty Dervifes, whofe 
deportment was in every reipeft congenial 
to their profeffion, and engaged my fincere 
veneration. From their converfation I could 
difcover in thefe men the foundeft prin- 
ciples of morality, which their painful iitu- 
ation during this voyage gave them fre- 
quent occafion to exercife. One of their 
companions, who lay ill, after fufFcririg e5f^ 
treme agony, which he bore with gre^t 
conftancy and refignation, fheWed, in a 
mild and ferene countenance, at the moment 
. F4 of 
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f£ hk diflblution^ witk hpw little regciet \^^ 
bade adieu to this frail and ipi^rable life^ 
For the edification of the cqmpany during 
pur repaft^^ th^ beft informed ^mong the 
Deryifes were regularly invitc4 by the 
ibip's officera to read and cxpk^^i ^BSsrenl: 
paiTages of f heir books ; but thefe lp£hires 
I ufed to find pf a very tirefome length. 
On fuch occafibns I enjoyed the agr^able 
fodety of ^a Jew, a native of Aden, who 
was not inferior to any of our paflengers in 
the meek and moral virtues of the Afiatic i 
and with whom I had much fetisfailio.n in 
difcufling the grounds pf our different rey 
ligipus ppinions. 

The fhip's officers feemfsd to be of aof 
inquifitive difpqfitioa, and hence, among 
many other queftions, I was aiked, why 
the French in general were fp little addicted 
to the fame finipk way of thinking an4 
adling a$ royfelf ; whcnpe /arofc Aat ex- 
treme impatience, whiph hurried them tcj 
the en^s of (i^e earths laMJiaffing money, and 
fpending it to no manner of purpofe; and 
what pleafure or amufement they could 
find ia being tl^ uftnunentsi of animosity 
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end diflenfion in all the nations which had 
the misfortune to receive their vifits? 
They expreffed much regret that the Eu- 
ropeans had been fo fuccefsful in feducing 
the natives of Afia to their interefts and 
views, the pernicious tffo&s of which they 
aUedged were now felt, when it was too 
late to remedy them, I talked a great 
deal of the glory of the Grande Monarque^ 
and the dignity as well as fecurity of the 
ilate : but they could entertain no notion 
of glory, of even of duty, when feparated 
from moral reditude, and the principles of 
a fimple and charitable mind. I will not 
pretend to fay which opinion prevailed in 
point of argument 5 but it was evident, that 
though they feemed extremely candid and 
ppen to information, I had not the honour 
%o bring them over to my fide of the 
queftioa. 

The Afiatics in general coiifider Euro^ 
peans as qien of reafoning, rather than 
reafonable men ; or, in other words, as a 
rac^ of ingenious fools % and in this opi- 
nion our whole ihip's company feemed to 
jponcur. According to them^ in order to 

form 
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form a right judgment of any thing, a man 
ihould aflume the charafter of a judge, di- 
veiled of all bias and intereft whatever with 
regard to the point in difcuffion. He 
muft pofTefs the faculty of a juft and lumi- 
nous underftanding, with what they term 
an unimpaired elafticity of brain; requi- 
fitcs feldom to be found in a man of bufi- 
Hcfs, the bent of whofe mind is too much 
direfted towards one objeft, and never, 
they contend, to be found'ifi an European, 
whofe prejudiced habits of life are wholly 
incompatible with freedom of rcfledion 
and found judgment. The reafoning of 
thefe people did not appear to me to be 
altogether falfe; but when I confidered 
their indolence^ and our-^weaknefs, the di^ 
ference between us appeared to be only in 
degree; for it is imppffible that human 
candour and impartiality ihould ever reach 
fo high a flandard, as that all the ientiments 
of even the beft men fliall be true, and ex- 
adly conformable to the nature of things. 

Although thefe men were by no means 

adepts; in the fcience of geometry, they af- 

ieded to-afcertain the feat of juft thought 

- by 
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by a very Angular kind of mathematical il-r 
luftration. This, th'ey fay, is to be found 
on the vertex of a very obtufe angle, formed 
hy two lines, the extremities of which at 
the point of contaft reprefent fenfe and 
reafon. The other extremities of the 
lines, on account of the ipecies of angle 
they contain, ajpe almoft oppofite to each 
pther, and denote folly in oppofition to 
fenfe, and ftupidity in oppofition to riaConi 
• — ^now the moibent a man recedes from the 
angular point where fenfe and, reafon are 
united, and where nature originally placed 
♦ him, he begins to^tpproximate to the ex- 
treme, either of folly or ftupidity. In their 
application of this problem, the natives of 
both countries deal uncandidly with each 
other; for while the Afiatic finds the Eu- 
ropean at the pinnacle of folly, the Euro- 
pean is equally fore he difeovers the Afiatic 
in the extreme point of ftupidity. For 
my part, I am perfiiaded that neither tho 
one nor the other is in a condition to main^ 
tain his balance on the angular point. And 
therefore to man, liable as he is to be fur- 
prized and agitated by all the violent paf- 

fions 
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iions of his nature, the flation afligne4 
him by the Indian philofopher muft ever 
afford a precarious fupport. But I return 
|o the fequel of my voyage. 

We touched at Bender Abouchier, a fea 
port of Perfia, where, after executing the 
mftrudtions of our employers, we were to 
receive a new pilot. The firft pilot he- 
longed to Mafcate, and had engaged to con- 
duit us for fifty rupees to Abouchier only. 
We were now. to enter the channel of the 
Euphrates, the navigation of which this 
pilot did not pretend to undcrftand, and i( 
was plain he was but a novice in the prap^ 
tical part of hia profeflion } foe at the dif- 
tance of twenty leagues from . Abouchier 
the £hip got entangled arnong rocks, which 
projedt from a certain, cape |ar into th^ 
fea, and by this accident we were confi- 
derably detained- While we were ftrug- 
gling with oor difficulties amidft thefe 
rocks, at leaft five leagues from land, th? 
wind, which never veered from the N, W^ 
fprung up frefli md fqijally, and we ver? 
obliged to drop an anchor in twenty fathoms 
water, two leagues from the fliore. A 

calrn^ 



filr «EA AND LAND. 77 

calm now cnfued, and we again got under 
^eigh, and at length doubled the cape, 
after which th6 coaft begins to recede to* 
wards the N. E. ; but we fpent twelve 
days in recovering the advantage we had 
loft by the ignorance of our pilot. We 
now ftobd with die rocks of the cape ofti 
our rl^p a&d a fmall ifland wiFth feveral 
adjacent fand-banks on the larboard fidew 
Thefc rocks are very incorredtly laid down 
on our charts, which indeed are in general 
extremely inaccurate refpeding the naviga- 
tion of this gulf. Six days after, as we 
palTed a fort, formerly in pofleffion of the 
Portuguefe, we entered the road of Abott- 
chier, which is much expofed, but has an 
excellent bottom. 

In the oKHith of the port lay a veflcl be- 
longing to Great Britain, the only Euro- 
pean nation which trades here. The en- 
trance to die harbour being formed by 
banks of fend, extending a great way into 
thegdf, is difficult of accefs: the tdadis, 
betides, at too great a diftance from the 
land, and the coaft- is cxceffively low *to- 
wards thecdgeof thcfea; ^ "*^"" " 

I From 
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From this plentiful country^ which is re-, 
garded as the granary of BafTora^ we re4 
Ceived ah excellent fupply of provifionsj 
The foil immediately about Baflbra^ as well 
as the acyacent country^ being ihiferably dry 
ind barren, its inhabitants ajre indebted for 
the neceffaries of life to Bender Abouchiert 
whofe enrirons are remarkably fertik and 
pleaiant^ 
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Andforage on the coaji of the ijldnd of Cd^ 
irekhf-^Fajfage from thence- to the moutk 
of the Euphrates. — Defcription of this 
river and the Curd Coajl.^^^ Arrival at 
BaJJhra.' 

HAVING taken on board a pilot foj? 
the further profecution of our voyage, 
in confideration of whofe trouble and the 
ufe of a foundicvg boat, we were to pay 
thiriy rupees^ we again jput to iea with a 
favoivable wind, and ftood Sox the mouth 
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of the Euphrates. We had proceeded little 
more than three leagues and a half, for we 
had not yet doubled the ifland of Careith; 
when the wind returning to the N. W* 
blew frefh, and exceffively hot. Wc tacked, 
but without gaining the fmalleft advan* 
tage; and the wmd continuing to blow 
with the fame force, feconded by the cur- 
rent, and our water, of which wc had 
laid in none at Abouchier, beginning to 
fail, we came to anchor at Careith. The 
fovereignty of this ifland belongs to a 
Perfian chief, who pays tribute to the 
prince of Bender Abouchier. This prince 
likewife receives tribute from the little 
ifland of Barheim, famous for its. pearl- 
fiflieries. The empire of Perfia, like that 
of the Mogul, is broken into fmall princi- 
palities, which are held and acknowledged 
by their refpedive lords as fiefs under the 
prince of Hifpahan. 

The ifle of Careith, which once belonged 
to thfr Dutch, and which the Englifli in a 
later period endeavoured to become mafters 
of, is at prefent inhabited by Perfians, Curds, 
and Arabs, who all agree in one point, yiz. 

a moft 
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a mod rooted antipathy to Europeans. Thd 
Carcith vefTels, which infeft the Pcrfian 
Gulf, are like our gallies j and though they 
^re fcarccly confidercd in the light of pi*, 
rates, every European trader ought to be 
well armed and in condition to face ^em« 
Prefuraing, at firft fight that we belonged 
to fome European port,' they gave chace, 
and flopped our /hip's boat; but^ up<» 
discovering diat our's was an Indian veflel> 
the boat was rcleafed, and wc were per- 
mitted to profecute our voyage. 

The inhabitants of Abouchier itfelf arc 
far from being in the intereft of Europeans, 
and hence the bottom of the gulf from 
Barhcira to Abouchier is frequented by a 
number of fmall veflcls, a fort of femi- 
pirates, againft which fuch fhips from Eu- 
rope as have bufinefs in tliefe feas would 
do well to be on their guard. Though wc 
had been provided with a pilot for the Eu- 
phrates at Abouchier, we were obliged to 
hire another at Careith *, and as a part of 
his falary is a perquifite to government, it 
was idle to infift upon the inutility of two 
pilots for the fame voyage. Having there- 
fore. 
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fcre, according to Afiatic cuftom, made 
him a prefent over and above his wages> 
and received another in return, we again 
fet fail. As the coaft lies extremely low, 
and is bordered all along with flooded 
grounds, it was with great difficulty, and 
by conflantly heaving the lead, our pilots 
being very unlkilful, that we at laft reached 
tl^e mouth of the river. At the diflance 
of eight leagues from the Euphrates, the 
pilots, I obferved, became anxious about 
what they called the entrance to the old 
bed of the rjiver, which is fituated on the 
Curd coaft. We paifed over various banks 
and gutters, along which the river dif- 
charges itfelf into the gulf, and were twice 
a-ground, notwithftanding the attention of 
our pilots, before we could reach the coaft 
of Arabia. We fent the boat and fome of 
our hands on ftiore, in queft of the date-tree ; 
for as it is not produced on the confines 
of the other pafTages, it is by this means 
they are enabled to afcertain the principal 
channel of the river. We foon found a 
date branch, which encouraged our pilots, 
and they entered boldly into the channel. 
Vol. IL \j As 
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As this pafTage rans in a line parallel to the 
fliore, as foon as the vefTcl gets fight of the 
land, which, however, is extremely low, 
fhe is known to be clear of all thofe banks^ 
that incommode the navigation of the Eu- 
phrates. Befides the inconvenience of a 
very rapid current, there are but twenty 
feet water at flood tide in the ^eepeft of 
thofe channels, which run between th^ 
iand-banks formed in the bed of the river^ 
It is neceffary in thefe narrow channels to 
be particularly careful not to run a-ground ; 
for, being expofed in this fituation to the 
whole force of the current, the veflel would 
be in danger of going to pieces. When 
the pilot is apprehcnfive, therefore, of fuch 
an accident, he endeavours to lay the fhip 
in a cavity of the bank, where, as the force 
of the current has been already broken in 
its defcent, (he may remain in tolerable 
fafety. 

The Curd coaft being formed entirely of 
funken grounds, I am inclined to believe 
that the other paflages up the Euphrates, 
mentioned by fome navigators, are extremely 
narrow ; at lead, I can fay that in failing 

up 
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ttp this river I did not find> and I have not 
heard that there is any other very confide- 
rable channel* 

The dry and fandy coaft of Arabia is a 
certain mark of the branch we purfued; but 
we had fteered along this coaft a confide- 
rable time, when we arrived at the extre- 
mity of the river's oppofite bank, which 
is on the Curd fide greenifh, and ought to 
be in view before the pilot attempts to 
enter into the middle of the channel. The 
veffel no fooner gets between the banks of 
the Euphraties, than the depth of water is 
found to be confiderably increafcd. A$ 
Baffora is at the diftance of forty leagues 
from the fea, fhips fail up with the tide, 
and anchor at Jufan in any place they pleafe, 
unmolefted by the current. At Jufan the 
bottom is good, and of a greenifh clay, but 
of fo tenacious a quality, that it is often dif- 
ficult to weigh anchor : for about twenty- 
five leagues from the mouth of the river, 
it is tolerably neat and clean, but it begins 
there to be incommoded by fand-banks, 
which render the navigation very difficult. 

G 2 The 

/ 



84 TRAVELS ROUND THE WORLD, 

The Euphrates detaches, on the fide o£ 
Arabia, a fmall channel navigable for craft 
of fifty tons, along which are villages that 
trade with Baflbra, and Elcatif, a town of 
Arabia, fituated in the line of the channel. 
We continued our courfe along the coaft of 
Arabia ; but found it necefl^ary to proceed 
with the greateft circumfpe6tion, particu- 
larly where the fhore is low, as it is fome- 
times without date-trees, and overflowed 
at high water. 

We pafled a mofque of Dervifes on the 
Curd coaft, and afterwards the ruins of 
fome old fortifications, acrofs which and 
the oppofite bank Solimancha, a famoUs 
Curd chieftain, threw chains and a bridge 
of boats, when he intercepted the navi- 
gation of the Euphrates. About fix leagues 
from Baflbra, we pafiTed to the left of the 
little ifland of Cheliby, and afterwards dif- 
covered, on the coaft of Arabia, the mouth 
of a fmall river, on the banks of which 
ftands an inconfiderable mofque. Here, at 
a third of the river's breadth from the 
Arabian coaft, the Baflbra fliipping come to 
* anchor. 



m' 
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than himfelf. In the exercife of a moft 
cxtenfive commerce, the Englifh have dif- 
covered the good policy of appearing open 
and liberal in their tranfadlions with ftran- 
gcrs; and therefore, though their con- 
duft, in other refpedts, often gives umbrage, 
they are efteemed as merchants. 

Baflbra is a large and populous city ; but 
the towp-v7alls, as well as the private houfes, 
which are fhiall and mean, are built en- 
tirely of earth. The houfes are either al- 
together without windows, or have them 
of a very diminutive fize, in order to ex- 
clude the burning winds of the defert, which 
arife from under the walls of the town. 
The banks of the Euphrates fupply the 
inhabitants with fruit and vegetables, while 
ihtf receive from Perfia and Bender Abou-» 
dheir all the other neceflaries of life. The 
bulk of the people, like the reft of th« 
natives in this quarter of Arabia, fubfifl aU 
.610ft entirely on dates and a kind of four 
iniik* The cuftoms of the Eaft, refpefting 
the females, are obferved here in all their 
ftridnefs ; Infomuch that, from the condi- 
■tioa of diildren to that of full-grown wo* 
-^ . G 4 meiv 
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men, they are equally invifiblc to the eye 
of a ftranger as if they were entirely «x- 
tinft. 

Baflbra is fubjeft, under the Grand Sig- 
nior, to the Bafha of Bagdad, who, how- 
ever, poffefles but a very limited authority^ 
and finds it expedient to exercife much 
difcretion in his condudt towards both the 
Curds and Arabians. There are here feve- 
ral Jewifh and Arabian merchants, who 
trade with Aboucheir, Mafcate, Barheim, 
and Elcatif, and efpecially with the ifle of 
Barheim, which fupplies the Elcatif mer- 
chants, as well as thofe of the towns on 
the canal above mentioned, with beautiful 
pearls. 

In the regions of the defert immediately 
contiguous to this city are Cheiks or Ara- 
bian Chieftains, who entertain a violent 
averfion to the Mahometans, and who wor-^ 
ihip one God, without regard to myllery, 
or any fyftematic form of worfhip what- 
ever, ^he other inhabitants in thefe parts, 
particularly on the confines of the defert, 
are rigid followers of the prophet; but I 
upti told, that in more interior fituations 

there 
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there are feveral ignorant tribes, half Jews 
and half Chriftians, who adhere to no de- 
lined clafs of religious opinions in the 
world. 

Having quitted the (hip before (he ar- 
rived at her ftation, I got on ihore the 25 th 
of June, 1770, and was well received by 
the Frejich conful, who politely made me 
a tender of his fervices. Learning that 
fifteen days before a very rich and numerous 
caravan had fct out for Aleppo, I faw with 
much regret that our tedious paflage from 
' Surat had deprived me of an excellent op-* 
portunity. of crofling the defert; and was 
extremely apprehenfive that I might be 
obliged to wait fix: months at Bafifora for 
the departure of another. The merchants 
of this place carry on a confiderable traffic, 
by means of large boats decked with lea- 
ther, deep in the hull, and built of the 
date- tree, (which is the only thing like 
timber in this country) with all that part 
of Afia,. under the dominion of the Porte, 
which communicates with the Tygris and 
Euphrates. 

The 
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The induftry of the people is obfervable 
in^a fpecies of curious little boats, which 
they equip for the navigation of the river. 
They are of an oval form, made of ofiers 
interwoven in the manner of a baiket, and 
toated with mud and tar. They are very 
properly named couffesj and move by means 
of a kind of oar or fcull, prefenting a mode 
of navigation which I had fcarcdy met with 
before. 

My fears of being long detained at this 
ftage of my travels were of fhort continue 
ance; for, agreeably to information I had 
received at Surat, I was told the day after 
my arrival, that a caravan of Bedouins, or 
Arabian fhephcrds, on their way to Aleppo 
with young camels, were encamped tvra 
days journey from Bafibra. Upon the ca- 
ravan's halting in the neighbourhood, their 
chief had fent to make enquiry in the city 
whether there were any paflengers who 
defired to take the advantage of his pro- 
tedion over the defert. Some Arabians 
% the vicinity embraced this opportunity 

.going to Aleppo, from one of whom 

thQ 
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'the French conful was fo obliging as to 
hire me a dromedary, and to agree with 
him for the carriage of my water and ef- 
fe(fts, at the fame time ftipulatiqg with 
another for his fervices as a cook. The 
Moorifh veffel not being come into por^ 
I made all poflible hafte to fetch my things 
from on board, and to lay in fuch provi- 
lions as were neceflary for the journey. I 
drefled myfelf in a Turkiih habit, and, hav« 
ing made my beft acknowledgments to my 
friend the conful for all his civilities, I took 
my leave and departed. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. XI. 

The Author fets out with the Caravan on bis 
journey through the Defert. — An Arabian 
encampment is difcovered. — Curious cere^ 
monies at meeting, betwixt the Arabs and 
ijoe Bedouin Jhepherds. — The Author vifits 
the Arabian camp, anddefcribes thefurfuits 
and mode of life of the Arabs. 

MY flay at Baflbra was only three days, 
and I joined the caravan on the 28th 
of June. In the evening we put up at a 
built** village, where I met with the Ara- 
bian with whom the conful had made the • 
agreement, and from whom I received a 
written obligation for my fafe condud: to 
Aldppo. He took me under his care with 
every mark of liofpitality, and my entertain^ 
mcnt began to lavour rather more of the 
ihephcrd than town life. Next day the 
brother of my Arabl;in friend having ac- 

* In coMnidiJ^invlion to ih? xnoveable habitations of tht 

quainted 
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qualrlted me that every thing was ready for 
our departure, I mounted a camel, for the 
firfl: time in my life, in company with 
eight Arabs. We began our march, and 
came up in the evening with our caravan, 
near a Bedouin camp, confifting of Arabs 
who fojourn in thefe parts. Our caravan 
amounted to a hundred and fifty men, and 
fifteen hundred young camels. The defert 
feemed entirely covered with herds and 
flocks of various denominations, belonging 
to the Bedouins of the neighbouring camp. 
The camels wander over the defert during 
the day in fearch of food, but are accuf- 
tomed to join the camp in the evening, 
each repairing to his mafter's tent, before 
which 'he fquats down until morning. 
From their milk and fleeces the Arab de- 
rives all the fimple neceflaries of life, food, 
cloathing, and lodging. 

The day following we fet forward on 
our journey, when the great extent of 
ground covered by the caravan aflforded a 
very beautiful and entertaining profpedt. 
On the fecond day of our march we paflled 
the ruins pf an old caftle in the vicinity of a 

Wf:ll, 
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well, out of which we filled oar botlks ; 
and in two days more we came to other 
wclls^ and overtook z couple of Aiabs 
mounted on xffcs. 

On the eighth day of our journey, we 
dilcovered an Araban encampment ; and 
heir, in order to prevent my being diftin- 
guiihed fixMn my companions, I put on an 
w^* or rohc» with a handkerchief floating on 
my head» in the llyle of the Arabs of the 
del'ert s tor hitherto 1 had been clad in the 
Turkiih faihian^ which is different fi-om 
that ol' the ArahiJ, particularly the Bedoii- 
iiu. The jA^ i^i nude of woollen ftuff, and 
ui^n^pcMes the drtii ot'' both fexes. Next 
the ikiu is generUh' >\x>rn a white one of a 
line qviahtY% over which arc two others of a 
Urger lizc; and while the uppermofl re- 
mains looie and ik>wing> the fecond is faf- 
tened about the waiA with a girdle. The 
latter is cooiMix^nly ihiped black and white; 
but the lofiuer i.^ tor the greateil part en- 
tirely Kbck. Thiii robe is of a very fimple 
torm» and, in order that the reader may have 
a duUnct Uea ol it, he has only to cooceive 
a lAC^ of aa equal width and length, which* 

being 
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being flit lengthways for the convenience 
of putting it on, and pafled over the head, 
with two holes, one in each corner, to re- 
ceive the arms,v^ill be an exad mo^l of 
the Arabian abe. This is all the variety of 
drefs that enters into the wardrobe of thft 
Arab; his perfon,^ however, is completely- 
covered, and his abe being of fo clofe . a 
texture as to be impenetrable to water, is 
an excellent defence againft rain 5 and, as it 
is large enough to give free circulation to. 
the air, and denfe enough to repel the firft 
blufli of the fun's rays, it is equally ufe- 
fiil againfl: the burning heat of the de- 
fert. No perfon wears either breeches or 
drawers, as is cuftomary in towns. Oa 
the head of the male is an ample fixed 
handkerchief of filk and cotton, attached 
^to a large piece of cotton cloth, which, 
after paffing t>s(ice round the head, falls 
upon the fhoulders, covering them by its 
breadth. The ends of the handkerchief 
having been doubled down on the mouth 
and nofe, are returned under the fillet which 
hinds it to the head, and in this manner the 
Arab endeavours to defend his cheft and 
4 lungs 
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lungs againft the dangerous influence of' 4 
moft formidably dry and parching wind* 
The jtrue Bedouin Arab never fliaves either 
his head or beard; and his hair, difpofed 
into ten or twelve trefles^ floats carelefsly 
down his ihoulders. The head-drefs of the 
women is almofl: the fame ; and indeed one 
perceives very little diflference between the 
drefs of the two fexes, except in the colour 
of the handkerchief, and the jewels em- 
ployed to adorn the head of the female. 
The abe of the women, ferves for a com- 
plete veil to the face, there being only a 
finall and neceflTary aperture for the eyes : 
in many parts of thefe deferts, however, the' 
Arabs of both fexes go entirely naked. 

The Bedouins, with a degree of pru- 
dence not always equally vifible in their 
conduft, as will afterwards appear, leaving 
their camels defl:ined for the Aleppo mar^ 
fcct confiderably behind us, proceeded a 
Quarter of a mile from the Arabian camp. 
One of our men now ran before, to requeft 
* the friendfliip of the tribe, a requeft which, 
of courfe, is (implied with falmoft as foon 
J a ftranger has arrived within the lines of 

their 
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their encampment. It is granted, however, 
according to cuftom, under all the formali- 
ties of war ; and therefore a party of th« 
Arabian warriors, rufhing inftantly from 
thek camp, ran foil fpeed towards our cara- 
van. The Bedouins difinountcd from their 
dromedaries^ and proceeded with equal Ce- 
lerity to meet them, when mingling with 
much apparent rage, each holding his lance 
pointed againft the breaft of his Opponent, 
they exhibited a mock iight, accompanied 
with loud fliouts bn both fides. We were 
loon introduced to the camp, when peace 
and gdod order were immediately reflored* 
My companions were defirous to have fbme 
traffic in camels, and we ibjouraed within 
the lines of die Arabian encampment two 
days and a half. 

One day I went on a vifit to the Arabian 
camp entirely alone, for my conduiftor, 
cither really or afFeAing to be afraid of 
fbme difagreeable adventure, declined his 
attendance. About the diflance of forty 
paces from their tents I v^s accofted by 
a fingle Arab, who defircd to know my bu- 
finefs. Having made him underftand that 

Vol. II. H I was 
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I was a ftranger in the defert, and that cu- 
riofity alone had led me that way, he fa- 
luted me with much civility, and conduc- 
ing me to his tent as a mark of his hofpita- 
lity placed me in the uppemioft feat. He 
was by profeflion a fmith, and had a little 
furnace, which he heated with charcoal, 
obtained from the roots of brambles ga- 
thered in the defert ; and had contrived to 
piece four ikins in the form of a large 
bladder, which, receiving a conftant pref- 
fure from two of his children, ferved in 
place of a bellows. This, like alt the other 
tents in the camp, was much longer than 
broad, with a partition in the middle : the 
firft apartment belonged to the mailer of 
the family, while the fecond was occupied 
by his wife and other females, who were? 
employed in dreffing wool. I made it my 
bufinefs to examine the wells of the Arabs, 
which I found to be nothing more than 
Urge holes dug in the earth, without any 
lining whatever, and in which the water 
ftood at the depth of fix feet from the fur- 
face. One of the moft beautiful mares I 
hfid ever feen was ilanding at the door of 

. a neigh- ' 
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a neighbouring tent, which I likewife took 
the liberty to enter. Here I was extremely 
well received by a good old Arab, who was 
crfiployed in making bottles and troughs of 
goat-fkins; every creature I met, even to 
the mare and her foal, came to fmell me. 
I proceeded to make the tour of another 
circle of tents, and found them all open to 
leeward, but (hut againft the burning wind 
of the defcrt, which prevails fix months in 
the fame quarter. It feemed to be the 
chief employment of this little common- 
wealth to drefs goats hair, and the wool of 
their fheep and camels. One circumftance 
which furprized me not a little, was the in- 
curious and indifferent air of the people, 
who, though they treated me with civility, 
yet never ftirred from their feats at my ap- 
proach. Their tents being open length- 
ways, I had an opportunity of obferving 
that an Arab's family is remarkably popu- 
lous. This lifllefs inattention, efpecially in 
children, always eager to examine what- 
ever hJas the air of novelty^ appeared tjp tne 
to be extremely fingular ; and the more fo, 
fincc ftrangert arc But iHdom fcen in this 

H 2 part 
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part of Arabia^ it being near the centre of 
the defert. 

The whole property of an Arab confiftfi 
of his herds and flocks ; his horfes^ but 
more efpecially his mares, which he con- 
fiders as much more valuable, are of great 
ufe to him in his excuriions, and particu- 
larly in the purfuits of war ; he is eminent- 
ly diftinguifhed as a horfeman, and much 
more ikilful in the management of that 
animal than the native of any other coun- 
try* The Arabian horfe, which feeds only 
once a day, and even then makes but a fcan- 
ty meal, is at the fame time the fleetefl and 
mofl abflemious animal in the world. 

The camel is perhaps of no lefs confe- 
quence to his roving mafter ; he ferves to 
tranfport his family and property from one 
part of the defert to another, and is, befides, 
an article of traffic for grain and other nc- 
ceflaries of life. When, in confequence of 
extreme drought, his grafs begins to fail, or 
his well to be dried up, the Arab decamps, 
and goes in quefl of water and paflure in 
lefs inhofpitable regions. The whole de* 
fert is covered with a fine fand mixed with 

gravely 
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gravd, which produces only a few bram- 
bles about a foot and a half high^ and a 
kind of grafs with a fingle ftalk of four 
inches^ but which is never found incorpo-* 
rated in the manner of our green turf. 



CHAP., XII. 

Expedients the Arab employs tojhelter bimjhlf^ 
in the deferty from the ^Jmrcbing winds 
and refleSHon of the fands. — CharaSlerof 
the Arabs. — Their police , and civU regula^ 
tionsr^FoKtical cmfiderations upon the 
right of the wandering Arab to the defert 
be inhabits. 

DURING the fununer months there 
prevails in the plains of Arabia a 
N. W. windy violently heated by the. reflec- 
tion of the fand; and in winter the fcorch- 
ing heat of the S. £• is perhaps ftill more 
infupportable» In this feafon the rays of 
the fun are ib powerful^ that the human 
H3 fkin 
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fkin becomes crifped, and the pores fo 
conftri<3:ed as to impede the ordinary courfe 
of perfpiration. Hence the Arabian ha$ 
been taught to interpofe a very denfe me- 
dium between his body and the folar rays,^ 
againft which an European winter drefs of 
the moft fubftantial fabric would prove but 
a flcnder defence : he 3oubles down a thick- 
handkerchief tied round the forehead, over 
his mouth and nofe, in order to! prevent that 
moifture which is neceflary to the lungs 
from being ejitirely exhaufted ; he is. obliged, 
however, to leave his eyes wholly unpro- 
teded, which fufFer the moft acute pain 
from the heat and violent reflection of the 
fand, and which confequently become, in 
an early period of life" greatly weakened and 
impaired. 

As the general afpedt of the defert is that 
of a vaft plain terminated on all fides by 
the horizon, in vain does the roving eye 
of the traveller feek to reft or| fome inter- 
vening objedt ; and hence, after flittinjg over 
a difmal waft:e of grey fand and fcorched 
brambles, it returns at laft, languid and fa<^ 
tigued, to enjoy a little relaxation in the va- 
X. riety 
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ticty of herds . and other Arabian property 
with which it is furrounded. A deep and 
mournful filence reigns over the dreary 
landfcape; no beaft, no bird, no fpecies of 
inihd:, is feefi to diverfify the fad uniformity 
of the fcene. In the whole extent of 
Arabia Deferta I faw only fcJ^r rabbits, 
^ve or fix rats, three large, and feveii or 
eight finall birds. The laft were, befides. 
In the vicinity of an inhabited country, 
whilft the former were natives of a more 
earthy foil than is eafily to be met with in 
thefe regions. 

The fpecies qf rat I have mentioned is 
remarkably handfome, and of a breed very 
different from any I had before met with : 
his eyes afe large and fprightly j the whif- 
kers, fnout, and brow, as well as the beHy, 
feet, and end of the tail, are white, whilft 
the other parts of the body are covered 
with a long neat fur cf a yellow colour : 
the tail is rather fhort, thick, yellow, and 
pointed with white. Some of thefe ani- 
mals were killed, and, after being roafted, 
eaten by the Arabs, who are accuftomed 
to throw their flicks witli lurprifing dex- 
H 4 terity 
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tcrity at whatever bird or quadruped hap- 
pens to come in their way- 

The imall quantity of water found in 
this vafl: defert is extremely fait and bitter ; 
but the Arab is trained to the hardfhipSt 
and attached to the freedom of his native 
plains. Inured to fatigue, and carelefs of 
the conveniencies of a wealthier iituation, 
he looks down on the efieminate pleafures 
of more temperate climates with fcorn 
and contempt. Brave, proud, hofpitable, 
and enterprlzing, he is true to all his en-^ 
gagements. Being confkntly expofed, how- 
ever, to the inroads of warlike tribes, he 
is prone to fufpicion, and hence receives 
all ftrangers whatever with arms in his 
hands. The individuals of the fame tribe, 
«ven of the loweft condition, being regard- 
ed by the reft of the clan in the light of 
brothers, any injury dpne to one is received 
and refented as an infult ofitred to the 
whple. They are extremely cautious of 
engaging in an affair from which^ blood 
may be expeifted to enfue ; but are propor-. 
Jjopally ftimulated to adion, in contempt 

of 
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of every danger, when they have a caufe 
to avenge. 

The Arab is unfortunate enough to 
imagine that he has the fame right to inter- 
fere with the property of another, which 
he, in exerciiing the offices of hofpitality 
with regard to his own, parts with to a 
ilranger, and in this fenfe may be iaid to 
be a robber; but in no caie can he be 
charged nationally with the chanter of an 
^(Taflin. From the com)>ination of thefe 
virtues and prejudices/ feem to refult the 
ftrength and unionrbf the Arabian tribes; 
and were tH^r manners a little more hu« 
manized by the influence of Chriflian mo* 
rality, I know no race of men whofe cha- 
rader would bid fairer for happinefs, or 
be lefs liable to exception. The extreme 
barrennefs of their deferts, which difcoura- 
ges the ambition, and defends them.agamfl 
the yoke, pf a conqueror, the certainty of 
fubfiflence, and the total exclufion of luxury, 
conftitute their great charter to indepen- 
dance, and thofe undepraved &nd fimple 
planners, by which they have always been 
diflinguifhed. 

^ His 
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His ftrong attachment to freedom makes 
an Arab cautious of acknowledging any 
authority in his chief, which he cannot 
difcover to be expedient for the good of the 
community ; but at the fame time, being 
frequently att war with his neighbours, he 
is fenfible that there muft be one man, in 
whofe difcretion on fuch occalipns the na-» 
tional will ought to center, in order that 
the tribo may take the field in a body, and 
adl with proper efFed: againft the enemy. 
The Arabian tribes in general bear the 
name of the primitive ftock whence they 
are rcfpecftively defcended, and have no 
other appellation than that of his children ; 
the Arabs by whom I was accompanied 
were called Ben Halet, or the children of 
Halet.^ 

The Arabs run with extraordinary fwift- 
nefs, and are Angularly dexterous in the 
management of the lance, have large bones, 
a deep brown complexion, perfons of an 
ordinary flature, but lean, mufcular, z&ive^ 
aad vigorous. The Bedouins fuffer their 
hair and beards to grow; and, indeed, 
among the Arabian tribes in general, the . 

beard 



BY SEA AND LAND, lO/ 

beard is remarkably full and bufhy. The 
Arab has ar large ardent black eye, a long 
face, features high and regular, and, as the 
refult of the v/hole, a phyfiognomy parti'* 
cularly ftem and fevere. This marked ex^ 
prefEoii, meeting with pur pre-cpnceived 
notions of his character, gives him an air 
of great ferocity; upon a little acquain- 
tance, however, his formidable afped: fet-» 
tics into fomething truly noble and manly. 
The tribes which frequent the middle? 
of the defert havie locks fomewhat crifped, 
extremely fine, and approaching the woolly 
hair of the ne^o: my own, during the 
fliort period of my travels in thefe rcgbns, 
became more dry and delicate than ufual, 
and, receiving little nouriftiment from a 
checked perfpiration, fhewed a diipofition 
to aflume the fame frizzled and woolly 
appearance. An entire failure of moifture, 
and the exceflive heat of climate by which 
it was occafioned, feemed to be the prin* 
cipal caufes of thefe fymptoms ; my blood 
was become extremely dry, and my com- 
pleiftion differed little at laft from that of 
fi Hindoo or Arab. It is not my intention, 

however. 
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however, to offer any theory relative to the 
ftrong influence climate may be fuppofed 
to have on the external appearance of the 
human frame. 

Having cqnlidered the Arab with much 
attention as to his manners and princijdes 
of adtion, I cannot agree in the conmion 
opinion which makes a propcnfity to rob-* 
bery a natural ingredient in his charac* 
ten I had the ftrongeft evidence,, in vs^- 
rious iituations, of the honefty and fidelity 
of my fellow-travellers : I faw th^n as a 
little conmionw^th living on the mod: 
friendly and fociable terms ; . nor, indeed, 
have I ever heard that an Arab would be 
guilty of theft or robbery againft thofe of 
his own tribe. His appetite for plunder is 
exerted, in concert with his clan, againfl 
flrangers, and always within the boundaries 
of the deferts? In no fhape whatever will 
an Arab invade the property of another 
man in a town or cultivated country ; and 
hencp robbery in him is plainly derived 
from a prejudice of education, a prejudice 
in all refpedts iimilar to that of the ancient 
Romans, who regarded every tribe and race 

4 * of 
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of men not in their alliance^ as enemies of 
the republic* 

The Arab pays a fcrupulous regard to all 
his engagements with ftrangers; and there- 
fore the traveller, upon making a certain 
gratification, in confideration of being fuf- 
fered to pafs unmolefted, or upon receiving 
the protection of any individual Arab, who, 
in this cafe, from their fraternal union, is 
conceived to reprefent the tribe, enjoys an 
entire exemption from the ordinary efiFedts 
of Arabian prejudices againft ftrangers. In 
fuch circumftances, a foreigner may crofs 
the deferts with as little apprehenfion of 
injuftice from the natives, as he evei; en- 
tertained in travelling a high road in his 
native country. 

That the Arab's right to his deferts is of 
a lefs perleA kind than that of other na- 
tions to the countries they refpeCtively in- 
habit, is an argument that will hardly be 
maintained ; fince, if long and uninterrupted 
poiTeiiion, agreeably to the legal maxims of 
every civilized people^ founds the requifites 
of dominion, it is evident that his claim to 
the deferts is much kfs liable to exception 
' tbaft 
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than that of any prince whatever to thcf 
domains of his crown. But is there a fch* 
vereign or independent ftate in the world 
which does not vindicate an exclufive right 
to all the ufes of its foil? — or is this a 
rule of jurifprudence, in which the Arab 
alone is excepted? — a prince deftitute of 
authority even on his own eftate, and who 
mull patiently give way to ftrangers paffing 
at difcretion over his grounds? To this right 
of abfolute dominion, however, he has never 
rigidly adhered ; all he requires is a certain 
tribute or cuftom, proportioned to the quan- 
tity of goods or merchandize meant to be 
tranfported over the deferts ; a cuftom, be- 
fides, which every individual of the tribe, 
as reprefenting the community, ha« autho- 
rity to exa<Sl or difpenfe with at his dif- 
cretion. 

This privilege, vefted in every member 
of the clan, is of general notoriety; and 
therefore intelligent travellers take care to 
have an Arab in their company, for a pledge 
of peace and iecurity againft the molefta* 
tion of his tribe. 

Such is the political coniUtution of the 
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defert, and whoever conduds hlmfelf in 
conformity to it has nothing to dread from 
the depredations of the natives. But if 
men, adting from ignorance, or in contempt 
. of Arabian manners, expofe themfelves to 
be pillaged, they have no right to rcprefcnt 
the Arabs coUedtively, and without diftinc- 
tion or enquiry, in the odious colours of 
robbers and banditti. 

The peculiar circumftances of this coun- 
try muft, no doubt, often render his life 
perfon^Uy painful to the native; but his 
hardfhips are confiderably counterbalanced 
by the fweets of independence, and that 
confidence and afFedion which unite him 
to his tribe in all its interefls and purfuits. 



CHAP. 
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♦he Baptift, woven with his own hands, 
which never felt the edge of the fciffars, 
and which he confequently owes to his 
own induftry alone, is all. the cloathing he 
requires; If he looks around^him, the foil, 
as far as he can fee, is his own, while at the 
lame time he afFefts neither land-mark nor 
inclofure, but (hares with his Arabian kin- 
dred the pafturc of his flocks. He goes 
wlierever he choofes, and nothing impedes 
his fleps; but had he been born in a po- 
lifhed country^ every joint of his body 
would have been cramped and embarrafled 
with ligaments of twenty different kinds> 
the acquifition o£ which would have coft 
him much pain and anxiety, while the en- 
joyment of them could only flatter a mind 
of the weakefl vanity; In fine, he would 
have found it difficult to turn himfelf to 
the right hand or to the left, without in- 
fringing on fome cuflom or pundtilio^ equally 
inconfiflent, perhaps^ with the maxims of 
good fenfe and the natural order of things. 

The freedom and equality of condition 
enjoyed by the natives, in fpite of the dif- 
mal afpedt of their deferts, created in my 

Vol. II. I mmd 
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mind many emotions of inftindlive pleafurc; 
an admonition which I confider as the 
voice of nature, and whence I am inclined 
to infer the real value and importance of 
thefe advantages. The circumftances of 
the Arab by no means preclude him from 
the enjoyment of pleafure ; befides an habi-. 
tual and animating fenfe of his independance, 
he drinks the milk of his cattle, and regales 
himfelf with many palatable diihcs to which 
we are ftrangers : he runs and dances with 
great vivacity, and pra<aifes many other 
manly and ufeful excrcifes. His dances 
are fometimes gay and exhilarating, but he 
is more particularly addidted to fuch as are 
warlike, and "have a tendency to train him 
for the day of battle; in thefe the Arab 
goes through various evolutions, his lance 
in his hand, with the moft dexterous 
igility, Thefe dances are equally in ufe 
among the Biflayan and Javanefe Indians, 
with this difference only, that the latter are 
armed with the buckler as well as the 
lance. The dances more peculiar to the 
women are of two kinds, the one fprightly 
and gay, the other impaflioned and volup- 
tuous. 
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tuous, the objedt of which is to excite cer- 
tain ideas in a manner cxtremdy expreflive. 
As in thefe it is the principal intention that 
the ruling fentiment be ftrongly marked in 
the eye, and the expreffion of the features 
be in harmony^Jlrith the motions and atti- 
tudes of the body, it is neceflary to the 
dancer's performing with approbation, that 
her imagination be highly inflamed. Of 
this fp'ecies of dance, the Spanifh fandango, 
and the calenda of America, afford a faint 
reprcfentation ; and it is probable the Spa- 
niards, as well as the negroes of Guinea and 
Angola, borrowed it from the Arabians^ 

Their wool, the flaple commodity of the. 
dcicrts, ferves as the materials of the cloth 
and tapeffcry of the Arabs ; and thefe would 
by no means difgrace the dexterity of an Eu- 
ropean manufafturer. Of their, goat-fkins 
they make bottles and troughs for giving 
water to their cattle. Their flock^i, which, 
on account of their rapid increafc, would 
ibon become a burthen to their owners, 
they barter in civilized countries for arti- 
cles of drefs, corn, dates, and-whatever elf© 
th«ir neceffities rcquh-e. Such of the Ara- 

1 2 biaa 
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bian tribes as border on the Euphrates and 
improveable lands, cultivate a fmall portion 
of ground ; but as foon as the feed-time is 
over they betake themfelves to the roving 
purfuits of the defert, and only return in 
autumn, in order to reap the benefit of the 
harveft. 

A tribe of Arabs on their mairch acrofs 
the defert is a very curious and entertaining 
objeft, Oji this occafion a vaft extent of 
plain prefents itfelf to the eye, covered with 
herds and flocks, preceded by a troop of ca- 
mels laden with tents, baggage, and poul- 
try, animals which, at the firft fignal for 
their departure, inftantly take wing and 
perch on the back of the dromedary, Be-i 
hind thefe is another fet of camels, charged 
with all the lame and infirm animals, which, 
by their various and difcordant cries, give 
fufficient notice of the pain and hardfliips 
of their confinement. . Upon a third fet 
are groupes of women and children, whofe 
painful fcreams mix in flrange confufioa 
with the bleating, and bellowing of num-^ 
berlefs animals, of all humours, ages, and 
fpecies. It 15 difficult to conceive a more 

- irkfomc 
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irkfome fituation than that of the Arab's 
wife, in the midft of her children/weeping, 
fighting, and fcrambling all around her. 
Such of the women as are exempt from 
the incumbrance of infants, employ them- 
felves on their camels in fpinning, or grind- 
ing corn with hand-mills. High above 
this Angular mafs of tumult and diforder, 
appears a foreft of lances, at leaft eight or 
ttn feet in length,, while the ear is ftunned 
with the hoarfe voice of the Arab, chiding, 
expoftulating, or commanding filence in his 
family; but whofe chief care is to form a 
ftrong rampart for the defence of the little 
(Commonwealth on its march. 

It was the intention of the Bedouins to 
have purfued their route through the mid- 
dle of the defert ; and this, by drawing us 
to a diftance from the Arabian encamp- 
ments, feemed to promif(^ fecurity againft 
all moleftation from the natives. But it 
being reprefented by the. Arabs of this 
camp, that, among other inconveni^ncies 
refulting from fuch a ftep, we fliould not 
find a drop of water, either for ourfelves 
or camels, we', determined to direift our 
. I 3 courfe 
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courfe towards the banks of the Euphrates* 
Next day, therefore, we proceeded to lay 
in a ftock of water at the wells of the adja- 
cent camp 5 and on this occafion I had a 
fecond opportunity of obferving the phleg- 
matic inattention of the Arabs. If at any 
time they quitted their tents, it was not to 
obferve the appearance of us ftrangers, but 
to milk their cattle, which by the bye is 
the bufinefs of the women, or for the ma- 
nagement of other domeftic concerns. We 
filled our bottles with the fame ftanquillity 
as if we had been in the heart of the defer t; 
and I particularly remarked, that although 
I was the only individual, at this time, who 
was mounted on a camel, and was pointed 
out to their attention by fome peculiarities 
of drefs, I could only attraiS the notice of 
two or three children. Some of the tribe 
were at the well, employed like ourfelves 
in filling their bottles, fome in condudiing 
their flocks to pafture in the vicinity, and 
Jfome, after having milked their goats, called 
the family to breakfaft with the fame apathy 
and indiiference as if they had been entirely 
by themfelves/ If our prefence h^d any cScQl^ 

aft 
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at all, it was upon the minds of the women. 
Who ufed to cover a fmall part of the face 
upon appearing without their tents. 

As foon as we were provided with water, 
we refumed our journey, keeping a little 
more to the N. E. ; and, after travelling 
four days, came to a deferted caftle with 
three towers, on the confines of a fmall 
lake. Here we were under the neceility 
of again filling our bottles, though the wa- 
ter was of a nature extremely difagrceable 
both' to the fmell and taile. Meanwhile 
thirft, as well as curiofity, drew me to- 
wards the caftle and its lake; and I foon faw, 
what is anobjeftofgreat rarity in thofe re- 
gions, a piece of water covered with bulruflies 
waving in the wind. It is impoffible for 
me to defcribjC the emotions of joy occa- 
£oned by this pfbfpc(3:; fufiice it to fay, 
that I approached it with great alacrity; 
but how great was my difappointment, 
when, inftead of the enchanting fpot my 
imagination had fuggefted, I met with a 
piece of moift marfhy ground, which con- 
tained water of all the colours of the rain- 
bow, corrupting in the fun, and every where 

I 4 emitting 
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.:-..ing a moll peftilential odour! Imadc 
iiiC to L-^cnetrnte where it feemed to be of 
I'Ac ^icateil depth, in hopes I fhould find 
Water there of a lefs ofFenfive quality ; but 
even here the water was extremely difco- 
loured, and the adjoining reeds appearing 
to have acquired its difmal hue, my (lomach 
revolted at the idea of raifing it to my lips. 
My tongue, however, was parched with the 
burning wind of the defer t, and I was im- 
pelled to drink : fuch, however, was the 
fcetid tafte of this ftagnated pool, that I was 
able to gulp down one mouthful of it only ; 
and I retired, with little gratification either 
to my thirft or curiofity. The caftle ftands 
clofe to the lake, on a mound of earth pro- 
bably artificial. I made it my bufinefs to 
get within the wall 5 but the door was fo 
extremely fmall, it being only two feet and 
a half high, and not more than one half of 
this dimenfion in breadth, that I can fcarcely 
fuppofe it had ever been intended for com- 
mon ufe. The wall was built of earth, and 
of confiderable thicknefs. Having witl^ 
fome difficulty made my way into this An- 
gular byilding, I found a large fquare, in 

three 



BY SEA AND LANB. 121 

three corners of which were three towers, 
whofe doors were ftiil on a foaller fcale 
than the one by which I had entered. I 
at length, however, got to the top, and 
obferved from one of the towers, ^that, in- 
ftead of a parapet, the artift had inclined 
the wall in fuch a manner, that one might 
difcover any objedt at the foot of the caf- 
jle. He had likewife given the curtain 
between the towers a curved form, in 
order, no doubt, to facilitate the means of 
its defence. Having fatisfied nay curiofity 
as to the nature of a building fo little ex- 
peded in the defert, I began to open my 
eyes to a view of the furrounding country ; 
and here all my idea§, of the Arabian deferts, 
fuch as they may be found in the poetical 
language of Oriental tales, v^ere jfhort of the 
truth. A ftillnefs, like the filence of night; 
the faint remains of a breeze, ftill glowing 
with the fervour of the meridian fun, but 
now finking with his orb ; around, an un- 
bounded wafte, covered with a dark grey 
iand, refembling the aflies of a furnace, and 
according with the raging heat of thefe re- 
gions; the vaft canopy of the heavens, 

acrofs 
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acrofs whofe pale atmofphere no obje<ft was 
fecn but the reddifh diik of the fun dipt in 
the horizon, in the moment of his depar- 
ture,— were a few of thofe interefting ob- 
jcifts which confpired, on this occaiion, to 
imprefs my mind with an unpleafing me- 
lancholy. I defcended from the caflle, and 
proceeded to join my companions. 



CHAP. XIV. 



7h€ author s companions make an unprovoked 
attack upon a few Arabs — they are fur -- 
prized^ in confequence, by a large body of 
Arabian horfe and foot. — Several fkirmifhes 
enfuej in which the car (roan is worjied by 
the Arabs. — The author^ in his fubfequent 
fiig^U fnff^r^ almoji inexpreffible hardjhips^ 
and lofes his baggage^ his money ^ and his 
provifions. 

WE purfued our route in the fame di- 
reftion, and in two days came to 
fome wells, contiguous to four tents, the 

women 
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women belonging to which gave us their 
affiftancc in mending and filling our bot- 
tles. Next morning I very narrowly ef- 
caped diflocating my neck by a fall from 
my camel, as he got up to refume his 
march. 

In a further progrefs of three days we 
defcried, towards evening, twelve Arabs in 
the defert, with a company of camels. The 
chief of our caravan, tempted, I apprehend, 
by the fmallnefs of their number, having 
ordered his men to give chace, they were 
purfued and fired upon : in their flight they 
left behind them fome linen, bottles, and 
clubs. I was by no means fatisfied with 
this atchievement of the Bedouins; and, 
thinking it very improbable that thefe mta 
perambulated the defert by themfelves, 
dreaded the confequences of fo unprovoked 
an aft of hoftility. I compared the late 
extreme caution with which I had feen our 
-people approach the lines of an Arabian 
camp, with this wanton brava4o of cou- 
rage againft a handful of men deftitute of 
arms ; and fecretly qondemned the condud: 
jof the car^v^n* 

W© 
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We pafled the enfiiing night, however, 
without moleftation, and, early next morn- 
ing, refumed our journey ; but about noon, 
the apprehenfions I had entertained the 
evening before began to be realized ; for all 
of a fudden we faw a body of men on horfe- 
back, riding towards us at full fpeed. The 
.Bedouins (looped their camels, and enter- 
ed into a conference with a melTenger whp 
came to treat with us on the part of the 
enemy. It was but too evident, however, 
that they could come to no agreement ; for 
the Arab returned to his friends, and the 
pepple of our caravan ran inftantly to arms. 

Meanwhile we continued our march ; 
but, after an interval of little more than a 
quarter of an hour, we obferved a large 
body of horfe and foot in purfuit of us. 
We again ftooped our camels as compadtly 
as poffible, at the fame time* difplaying a 
flag, containing certain figures and charac- 
ters in white upon a blue ground. Our 
muflceteers, advancing about two hundred 
paces, pofted themfelves in the front of the 
caravan. The lances halt<:d at the diftanee 
of fifty paces before the Bedouin ftandard, 
I . which 
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which was ereded at the coruer of the 
camp, on the fide of the enemy, and de- 
fended by the reft of the Bedouins, armed 
chiefly\vith clubs and fabres. The Arab$ 
advanced in order of battle, to the number 
of five hundred men, while our whole 
force confifted only of a hundred and fiftyj 
The Bedouins, however, waited their ap- 
proach with fteadinefs and refolution, (hout- 
ing " AUah-ou- Allah !'' which I under- 
ftood to be an invocation of God to witnefs 
the juftice of their ^caufe, and to fuccour 
them in battle. Xhe enemy having ap- 
proached within two hundred paces of our 
muiketeers, began a kind of running fight, 
fuch as I had feen pradtifed in the Arabiaa 
camp, which I have already had frequent 
occafion to mention. The Bedouins kept 
up an irregular fire upon their opponents ; 
when the Arabs, extending themfelves as 
if they had meant to furround us, chofe to 
decline a clofe engagement, and were con- 
tented with difcharging their pieces againft 
the caravan. , When at' any time, how- 
ever, they feemed defirous of clofing with 
the Bedouins, we rofe in a body, and ad- 
vanced 



126 TRAVELS ROlJND Tftfe WORLD^ 

vanced foil ipccd to meet them ; while 
they, as it fhould feem, perceiving we 
were prepared for the conflidt, retreated 
flowly on the plain. 

The engagement continued to be main- 
tained in this indecifive manner, till the ap- 
proach of night, when the main body of the 
enemy having retired to a confiderable dif- 
tance from the caravan, the mulketecrs 
drew nearer to each other. On our fide 
there was not one man killed or wounded, 
while the Bedouins boafted of having killed 
three or four men and two camels belong- 
ing to the Arabs. We kept, during the 
night, a picquet towards the enemy, as well 
as a rear-guard, which was more imme- 
diately charged with the fafety of the ca- 
ravan. The clofe attention given by both 
parties to the fignal or watch-word, which 
was repeated in very extraordinary cries, 
fuggcfted no mean idea of their military 
condudt and circumfpeftion. Now all was 
joy and uproar in the Bedouin camp ; and 
our warriors, elated with the fucccfs of the 
preceding day, celebrated the viftory by 
dances defcriptive of all the manoeuvres of 

an 
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an Arabian battle. While it was their 
bufinefs to^ ftimulate the national courage 
of the tribe, by the frequent repetition of 
" Ben Halet/* they wei'e equally, anxious 
to excite their whole rage againft their op- 
ponents, by the moft violent exclamations 
of '' Turkis/Vor " Turk," which fignifies, 
in their acceptation of the word, an impla- 
cable enemy. I took the liberty to obferve 
to my conduftor, who feemed to be a fen* 
fible as well as brave man, that a little re- 
pofe would, in ray opinion, be a better pre- 
parative for a new engagement in the morn- 
ing, than thofe intemperate and unfeafon-^ 
able gufts of joy ; and likewife, that, with- 
out waiting till the Arabs fhould be ftrength- 
ened by the arrival of any additional force, 
we ought to refume our march by day- 
break, placing our camels in the center, 
and our armed men on the two wings, who 
might be in conftant readinefs to repel the 
attacks of the enemy. My advice was'lit-' 
tie regarded, and. I was not fufficiehtly ac- 
quainted with the Arabic language to de- 
liver my opinion in a council of war, 
which was now fitting round the Bedouin 
§ ftandard. 
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flandard. I committed myfelf, therefore^ 
to the care of Providence, and refolved to 
profit by a fmall interval of repofe : this 
was, however^ interrupted by the balls of 
the Arabs, which at times whiiUed about 
my ears. 

The engagement was renewed. early in 
the morning ; and, after lafting two hours, 
iimilar in all refpedts to that of the preced- 
ing day, the combatants on both fides with- 
drew from the field. The caravan had a 
fecond conference with the enemy ; and at 
eight o'clock I received a meflage from the 
Bedouins, defiring me to deliver to them all 
the money in my pofleflGion ; with which 
requilition I very readily complied. Cou- 
riers, however, were continually arriving as 
before, and, as I heard no farther mention 
of the money, probably intended for oui* 
ranfom, I concluded that every idea of re- 
concilem6nt between the contending par- 
ties was abandoned. . Accordingly I foon 
learned, that the enemy would accept of 
nothing lefs than the plunder of the whole 
caravan ; and that, to complete, this unfor- 
tunate adventure^ we were now wholly at 

their 



tr S£A AMD LAND. 129 

their difcretion. I am convinced^ howe-- 
ver, that fo great an animofity to a caravan, 
which, according to cuftom immemorial, is 
conftantly permitted, for a certain acknow- 
ledgment in money, to proceed without 
difturbance, could only be owing to our 
wanton attack of the twelve Arabs, aggra- 
vated, perhaps, by fome efFufion of blood in 
the firft engagement. Upon receiving a 
iinal anfwer from the enemy, we again ftood 
to our arm«, though confcious we were far 
from being in a condition to hold out for any 
length of time againft the hardftiips of our 
prefent fituation. It was now five days 
iince we laft filled our bottles, a«d our wa- 
ter wa« nearly exhaufted.^ The exceflive 
heat and conftant fatigue and agitation of 
body and mind, to which we had for a 
confiderable time been expofed, had, be- 
fides, nearly e^haufted our ftrength. 

Towards evening the Arabs made a feint 
to renew the attack, but they declined ap- 
proaching nearer to us than within the dif- 
tance of a.gun-fliot, and we had not one 
man either killed or wounded. Night 
coming on, the enemy retired to the dif- 

Vol. IL K lance 
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tance of half a league on the plain ; when 
we took care, as before, to poft an advanced 
guards which, with fentinels ftationed oa 
all fides of the caravan^watched the mo-* 
tions of the enemy. Having obferved that 
cur men, after lighting a great many fires in 
the camp> formed themfelves into fmalt 
circles, and whifpered each other, I conjee-* 
tured that fome fodden and fecret enter** 
prize was in agitation: and accordingly^ 
about ten o'clock, they began to iaddle 
their camels, and my conductor defired me 
to give him my linen, &at he m^ht pack 
it up with his own^r Another Bedouin^ 
having charged himfelf with the leaf): 
weighty part of my providons, advifed me 
to abandon the remainder, I iaw the whole 
caravan employed in a iimilar manner; andL 
every thing being concerted and ready, I 
was exhorted to be on my guard, and above 
all things to ftick fail to my dromedary, for 
that in a few moments the caravan would 
betake itf^ to flight. 

What a difmal proipcd was now before 

me ! I was to follow Ae caravan at the 

direadfol gallop of the camels the hfurd ftep 

% and 
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iuid ftubborn nature of which muA cxpof!^ 
me every inftant to the moft alarming .^pci^ . 
dent8. If unfortunately I ihould happen 
to fall at the firft outfet^ I muft either be 
cruihed to death by my companions, or be 
left alone a prey to all the miferies of the . 
dpfert* In this cafe my only chance of 
fafety would have been^ by taking a north- 
ern Gourfc, to have endeavoured to l:each 
the banks of the Euphrates, which at this 
iieafbn are frequented by Arabian tribes ^ 
but which were diftant at Icaft four days 
journey* There were moments when I 
could not help fccretly wifbing the enemy 
to overtake us, being iatisfied I had now 
nothing more defirable to cxped:> than pi* 
ther to pcrifli by the fword, or to furrcnder 
myfelf a prifoner. But I had been inform- 
ed that the Arabs were accuftomed to give 
no qugnter to their enemies, cvcii after plun*^ 
dering them ; confidering liiemlblvies -houod 
by the ties of hofpitality only widiin the 
lines of their, tents* which w«3e puobaWy. 
at a great diilance. I refigned myielf, there^ 
fore^ to the di({xM(al o£ Divi« Pnoyidenxxi 
and# having fedtqd.oiyiblf fiitnlv on my bol- 

K 2 fters. 
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ftcrs, cxpcfted patiently the fignal for 
flight. 

About four o'clock in the morning we fct 
up the ufual cry, Bonne garde? or. Who 
goes there ? while at the fame time the 
'Bedouins were bufily employed, all over 
the camp, in lighting up fires, which, as 
they were only kept alive by a ibrt of 
withered bramble gleaned in the defert, 
were of very (hort duration. This ftrata- 
gem was fucceeded by an interval of dead 
filence ; when at length, at half an- hour 
after four, as the advanced guard was ftill 
hallooing Bonne garde? my good Arab 
came to fee if I was properly feated on my 
camel, and in the fame inftant the whole 
caravan /hot over the defert, like a fla(h of 
lightning, into the S. W. 

Acrofs an amazing cloud of duft, occa- 
fionbd by the abrupt ipanner of our de- 
parture, and which muil have been terrible 
to a fpedtator at a diftance, I began to ob- 
fcrvc that the young camels, intended for 
fale, had each a fetter on one of his feet; a 
precaution wWch was meant to free us of 
their Incumbrance, as well as to obftm<%. 

the 
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the progrefs of the Arabs, by diverting 
their attention . from the principal pbjed: of 
their purfuit. We fled three leagues to-, 
wards the fouth, at. the full ftretch of the 
dromedary; in the courfe of which I fat 
perched as upon a table ; and nothing but 
the hand of Providence could have pre- 
vented my falling from the back of this 
animal, whofe motions were fo intolerably 
fevere, that at every ftep my bowels feemed 
to be fbaken in pieces. My hands, one 
holding faft before and the other behind, 
fiipported me like a kind of buttrefs, by 
which means ^hey were much bruifed and 
lacerated, while my nerves had loft their 
fpring and fenfibility in fo great a degree, 
that J wais twenty time3 Qn the point of- 
abandoning my hold. 

Meanwhile the enemy were in qlofe ' 
purfuit of us ; but a part of our caravan 
having fallen into their hands, they •loft 
ibme time in pillaging the efFe<fts and catch- 
ing the young camelp ; and on this occa- 
fion my poor Arabian cook, whom I hired 
^t BafTora, had the misfortune to be among 
the number of the captives. The cnemy^ 
K 3 how- 
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however, being ocdipicd with their plun- 
der, gave U$ time to lelve them cdlifider<< 
ably behind s and therefore,, after ninntng 
three leagues further S. E. pur little trDO{>< 
whidh by this time GOnfilted df fevcn per-* 
ibns only, refolvcd td detach iffclf iiitirely 
from the remains of the cii-a^an. What 
was the fate o£ the other Arabs, I daiiiiot 
pretend to fay, having never, from that mo-* 
rtient, received thefinalleft intelligettce con- 
cerning them. We made a large circuit: 
round the region which we hadjuft tra- 
verfed, ahd thus, by leaving our purfuersj^ 
and the reft of the caravan, to profecute a 
route directly contrary to ours, we refi^med 
our former diredlion towards the N« W. 

Having continued our flight iii thie di^ 
redion with the fame celerity, we at lengtl^ 
came to a diftridt of the defert covered 
with large ftones and frtgments of fockd j 
and hpre my camel ftumbling a^ainf): A 
ftone, aqd at the (ame inftant making a 
Jerk ^o one ficic of the path, I Idft ihy 
hold, and wis thrown oflF to fome difbncei 
but happily a good Arab was at hand, whq 
immediately flooped )])is carnd^ aiid took 
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me up behind him ; my dromedary^ mean 
time, having taken flighty overturned hid 
baggage, and a Bedouin cutting the ropefi, I 
was deprived at once of all my. provlfionBf 
with a confiderable part of my other ne« 
ceflaries, whik my camel went ^unloaded 
before us. ' 



CHAP. XV- 



fTLe Author and his 4:ompanfOHs ef cape from 
the Arabs their purfuers^''-^Friendfy at^ 
tentions of the Bedouin Jhepkerds. — Afrejk 
alarm renews the Author^ ^ f^^Tsngs.^-^ 
Defcr^tion oftbeArabim. dromedary^ 

ABOUT eight o'clock we entered 
the diy bed of a torrent^ a^d wqse 
^ pains iK) conceal ourfelves^ wUiUl .^ne 9f 
<>ur men went to reconnoitre from an emi- 
nence what was paffing in tl^ pbiii. He 
could difcQver neither tl^e ^n^cny nor the 
carai^aob and we again mQun|ed our camels i 
\f^ I vifLS now ieated an a mi%aVk pack« 

K ^ ^ faddle. 
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laddlc, confifting of a rude holfter of hay 
placed round the droixiedary*s bunch, with 
four pieces of a board imitating the flock 
of a faddle. As we rode nearly with the 
fame difpatch we had emjployed before, my 
fufferings are not to. he defcribcd. 

At ten, in the vicinity of a rock, we 
difcovercd a fpring of fweet water fur-p 
rounded with fhrubs^ a circumflance which 
feemed to announce its good quality. Com-r 
pletely worn out with thirft and fatigue, I 
was unable to reftrain the importunity of 
nature, and took almofl a bottle of it at 
one draught ; but I foon became indifpofed, 
and had reafon to be forry for the impru-. 
dence of my conduft. If we had had any 
fufpicion of meeting the enemy in this, 
quarter, the recent traces of cattle which 
had been watering in the morning ivould 
have increafed our appr^henfions. We 
took care, however, to place a fentinel on 
a rifing ground, who kept a fharp look- 
out, while we remained in readinefs to con- 
tinue our flight at the firfl fignal. As he 
could difcover neither man nor beafl in the 
wide extent of the defert, we were fatis- 

3 M 
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^d that by our counter-march we had en- 
tirely efcaped the obfervation of the Arabs, 

I how cohfidered ii\ what manner I could 
reward my friend the Arab, who fo gene^ 
roufly ftooped.his dromedary, and topk me 
up, when I h^d the misfortune tp fall from 
my own. I could not fail to reflcdt that 
while he delivered me from immediate 
death, or perhaps from the more deplorable 
calanjiity of fl^arving in the defert, he had 
expqfed himfelf to the imminent danger of 
falling intp the h^nds of an enraged enemy. 
My money was reduced to the very trifling 
fum of four piaftres, which, with an earneft 
requeft that he would accept of them as a 
fmall teftimony of affeftionate; gratitude, I 
prefented to my benef^dor. §0 familiar, 
however, are the fentiments of charifiy aqd 
beneficence in the minds of thefe people, 
that he had no idea of what prompted mc 
to oiFer him money. Vpon hi^ mpdeft but 
peremptory refufal, I laid the pieces on his 
robe, and left him. In a few minutes, how- 
ever, he came to me with the money in hi^ 
handj and fuch was the delicajcy of this 
ifvorthy man's feelings, that he was not per- 

fjade4 



Br B£A AMD LAND. 



139 



fdars ef the enemy, which were 
eni^reafed by frefti traces of cattle 
about the well, not permitting us 
sr, after dinner We mounted our 
s, and fled till night, almoft with the 
rapidity as in the motiiing. My pain 
^iktigue were fcarcely to bu borne 1 
inch of my feat applied to the pacl^^ 
was covered witlj fores; and, partly 
to my infirmities, and partly to the 
condition of the iaddle, which was 
m backwards at every ftep of the 
Itdary^ I was frequently pitched upon 
hump- My nerves were benumbed^ 
jcome incapable of farther exertions^ 
my fingers^ in cohfequence of an 
le agitatipn in my blood> (hook in^ 
itarily^ like the keys of a hatpfichordt 
iis miferable condition I loft my ap-r 
and was unable to take the ifK)uri(h-» 
t heceiTaiy td n^y fopport ; bttt I looked 
ird with hope of relief to that rdrefli* 
repofe I promifed myfelf daring the 
reaching kyightw About nine o'clock in 
evening, however, I was told by the 
abs that it was neceflarjr to go qn. Them 

was 
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was no time left to expoftulate ; I mouDted 
my dromedary in the beft manner I was 
able, and went on at a long ftep, which I 
endeavoured to bear with all the fortitude 
in my power. 

At two o'clock in the morning we halted 
at a piece of hollow ground, where we lay 
down and flept till fix. We again mounted 
our camels, and purfued our journey th^ 
whole day, fometiines at a trot, fometimes 
at a kind of gallop, according as the defert 
feemed more or lefs frequented. The fol- 
lowing morning we difcovered the' banks 
of the Euphrates, on which flood a folitary 
building ; but having fuddenly obferved a 
company of Arabs, we turned the heads of 
our camels, and fled full fpeed. Wcpaflcd 
heaps of ftones at diiFereiit intervals, whie:h • 
were probably defigned for a dired:ion of 
the road. I obferved likewife large mounds 
of earth, but whether natural or artificial 
I cannot pretend to fay. In regulating 
our flight, we were diredted by the N. W, 
wind in the day-time, and at night took 
our diredion from the motions of t|i9 
(lars. 

. Th? ' 
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The Arabian dromedary, which differs 
from that df Africa, being fmaller, and 
having but one bunch, feems to be parti- 
cularly intended for the ufe of man in theie 
defert regions. Notwithftanding the ex- 
treme fatigue to which the dromedary I 
rode was fubjedled in confequence of very 
long flages, and although he was occa- 
lionilly four or five days without water, 
eating only a few brambles, which he 
gleaned in the defert in the hurry of his 
march, he appeared to have no complaint. 
He remained, befides, ftooped, according 
to cuftom, during the whole courfe of the 
night. The dromedary is endowed with 
the faculty of bringing up his food, which 
he fwallows at firft in hafte, and which he 
ruminates afterwards at his convenience, in 
the manner of the ox. It is unpecefTary for 
me to defcribe the ftrudlure of an animal fo 
uni verfally known. 

Our difcovery at this moment of a well 
was a fortunate event, as our bottles were al- 
moil entirely empty 5 but, finding it expedient 
to fpendlittl^ time in taking a fupply of water^ 

we 



14* TRAVBM ROlfWH TWr WORtO> 

wc departed 03 we hd mivtd, at, full 
fpeedt in order to dude the koepers of cat<« 
idc^ who& traces w^r? obiervaUe all arouad 
ihc wen. 



CHAP. XVL 



TBe company reach feveral bigB mountains f 

lohich announce their being on the^ border 

of the defert. — After various alarms and 

diflicultiesy they at length meet with a vil-^ 

^lage^Jituated in a cultivated country. 

IN four xlays «ve iaw -a xidge of high 
mountains on die kft^ fkrctchiog along 
the horii^on ; and a iitde afterwards there 
appeared a imall cloudy fdlowed hy feveral 
odiers> which^ as the deiert had hitherto 
prefented a fky uniformly ierene^ was bc^ 
come an objcdt of fome curiofity* 

Wc were fti]l> howi^ver^ fubjeded to 
unremitting anxiety and ^guc> ^rom th^ 
marches and co^nttrffinafchcs vm^ w/t^vp 

pbligcd 
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obliged to make z$ often as we difcovercd 
the traces of a camel, or ttie footfteps of 
an Arab. As the litde bottoms in the 
defert are much frequented by the natives 
in the ilunmer feaibn^ it often happened 
chat, in order to aiFoid being dUcovcrod 
after reaching the top of an eminence, we 
found it expedient to turn, and defcend it 
at foil fpccd. When, ajs was often the 
caie^ our march lay through a narrow and 
difficult pailagie, we made it our bufinefs 
to hide ourfdves during the day, and re- 
fumed our journey at the approach of 
night* ' 

We now began to draw near to the high 
mountains above mentioned, when I ob*.^ 
ferved die little vallies in their vicinity 
white widi £dt-petre, which had no doufat 
heen washed down £wn the heights, and 
depc^ted by the winter rains. < In fome 
places the ioil, formed into a dry cru£t, 
was railed sdx)ut four inches abcwe fhe 
level of the folid ground; infomudi thait 
our camuels, under whofe ieet it broke at 
every Aep, fhund it extremely di^cult to 
prcoeed. This uncommoii pitfed Aate cf 

the 
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the foil is evidently occafioned by the ei-- 
ceflive heat of the fun, which prevails at 
ihe clofe of the rainy feafon. 

My fellovir-travellers were at paihs to 
dired my eye to a town fituated among 
thefe mountains^ the name of which I have 
forgotten, and which I was unable to de- 
icry. I faw an Arabian fair in the plain, 
and pafled fome ancient ruins, which^ how- 
ever, from their fize, did not fcem to merit 
much of the traveller's attention. 

We met with the veftiges of encamp- 
ments, which, in the winter feafon, the 
Arab pitches upon the heights, and gene- 
rally in the vicinity of a torrent. Here 
the foil is of greater depth, but, on ac- 
count of numberlefs rat-holes, which are 
probably abandoned as foon as the drought 
commences, is extremely painful to the 
feet of the camel: The earth being com- 
pletely undermined, the moment the animal 
lets his foot on the ground, the cruft gives 
way, and it is not without a confiderablc 
effort that he can extricate his hoof frohfi 
the foil. Happily, however, in this em- 
l>arrafling fituation we were not under the 

neceflity 
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tteceflity of travelling with our ufual ex-i 
pedition: 

We turned to the right, ind> directing 
our march in the line df the mountains^ 
arrived at a watering-place in the midft of 
a plain; We defcended into a very deep 
cavern, formed by huge rocksj where wc 
found in a vaft bafon or cavity a fountain 
of bitter water, which) eonfidering its tafte,. 
fmcU^ colour, and fituation* merits a placo 
in the catalogue of the infernal fources^ 
Next dayj at fome diftance from this cave^ 
we lay concealed in the hollows^ and as 
foon as it was dark refumed our journey 
along the fide of the hills. We had the 
benefit of the mcfon till ten^ when we 
ftoppedi and waited hef going down; for^ 
as we were about to enter a long and nar- 
row defile^ with a* view to be more in the 
direftion of Aleppo, we Were afraid of fall- 
ing in with the nativesi Having lately 
fecn an Arabian fail' in the plain> and as 
we had cbferved in the coiirfe of the day 
that this confined pafTage, as well as the 
adjacent grounds, virere frequented by Arabs, 
the apprehenfions of my fellow-travellers 
Vol. II. L were 
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vrerchr frOm appearing cxtravligant. Wc 
font a fcout before, to reconnoitre, and ftolc 
on without uttering a fingle wprd; for, 
from the dead IHllnefs which reigns over 
the Ikce of the defert, a very finall noifc 
tnay be heard at a confiderable diilance« 
Even our camek, whofe inftindts are truly 
V/onderfol, fceftied to conduft themfelve^ 
under fimilar impreiSons. At midnight 
I heard the found of a bell ,in the defert^ 
and foon after obferved fome Arabs belongs 
ing to a neighbouring camp, leading an afs« 
Dreading the confequences of being dif- 
covered, we lay down behind our <:amels, 
not without apprehen^Jing, however, that 
the noife of the Arabs might put our 
animals to flight. Fortunately they remain- 
ed quiet, and our fcout returned in a little 
time from taking a view of the country; 
but as we were in a ftate of uncertainty 
whether we had not been difcovercd by 
the Arabs who had juft paifed us, and as.it 
Was the opinion of our fpy, that it would 
be extremely dangerous to hazarjj the pafiagc 
under the prefent circumftance£f^, wc mount- 
ed 
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ied our camels in profound ulencci and be-^ 
jtook ourfelves to flight* 

Continuing our route in the line of the 
fame mountains, . we afcended them the 
next day; but had no fooner reached 
the top of the firft ridge, than, looking 
back upon the pilain, we faw it crouded 
with Arabian campis, and could not help - 
Congra^uktiiig ourfelves on our fortunate 
eJfeapei Thefe arc the firft heights o£ .any 
confeqiience we had met. with fince our 
departure frotn JBaflbra. The foil now 
began to be a little niore fufceptible of cul- 
ture, and the brambles feemed of a' dif-« 
ferent fpeciefi from thofe of the defert. 
We faw a wild-boar turn into the recefs 
of a mountain. Upon defcending we enters* 
ed a vai); plain, with diftant hills dn each 
fide* • Our profpeds had now loft ^ great 
deal of their former dreary . uniformity^ 
Although I . was in fome degree recbvercd 
from my fiiA fatigue, and a little more ac^ 
cuftc»ned to my fituation, the mde motion 
of the dromedary was ftill extremely pain-^ 
fy. I caanot impute my bad plight how^ 
ever, to any particular delicacy of confK- 
L z tution. 
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tution, fince one of the hardy Bedouins 
frequently lagged behind, and appeared 
to be at leaft equally worn out with myfelf. 
In our flight over, the defert I laboured 
under one great and peculiar difadvantage^ 
I mean my inability to keep the camel 
to his proper pace ; for thofe who are ufed 
to travel on this animal feldonn go at a trot, 
but almofl: always at a kind of amble, 
which is equally expeditious, and muchlefs 
fcvere to the rider. : As this animal is 
aftuated by a furprifing emulation to pafs 
his companions on the road, when I hap- 
pened to have the misfortune to be left 
behind, his impatience to come up with 
them made him conftantly fell into a moft 
formidable trot, which, it was by no means 
in my power either to moderate or prevents 
We filled our bottles at a well of.excel-^ 
lent water, fituated in a kind of yard, and 
furrounded by the ruins of a confiderable 
caftle J but obferving the ground ftill moift^ 
with water that had been recently drawn, 
we thought it adviieable to fppnd but little 
time in this place. We continued our 
journey, with the mountains always on the . 

right. 
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light, fleeping ftill in the hollows during 
night. Next day we travelled in the fame 
dire^ion, permitting our camels to graze 
at intervals among the rocks which cover- 
ed us from the obfervation of the natives. 
At night we proceeded along a path form- 
ed in the channel of a torrent, which we 
quitted in the morning to purfue our march 
in the diredlion of the mountains. 

Here the fbotfteps of camels became 
very obfervable, while the defert began to 
be beaten, and to have the appearance of 
being much more frequented. Even in 
this place we were obliged to pafs the day 
as ufual, {kulking in the dry bed of a tor- 
rent, and continuing our journey during 
the night by the foot of the mountains. 

At eight o'clock I obferved a fire on 
the heights, and heard the barking of dogs, 
by whom we had probably beeq perceivjed 
in the defert j. fymptoms of population, 
which were foon confirmed by evident 
veftiges of the plough. At twelve we 
crofled feveral cultivated fields, feparated 
from one another by fmall ditches. At one 
o'clock in the morning we came to houfe* 
L 3 and 
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road, threw our whole troop into terror an4 
confufion. One of our men was dif- 
mounted, and it wa^ npt witjiout much 
difficulty that the reft of the company v(trc 
able to keep their feats. At the entrance 
to the firft bridge^ the dromedary, appre- 
hendipg, perhaps from the found of his feet,, 
fome want of folidity below, made a dea4 
paufe; and a confiderable fpace of time 
elapfed before we could make good our 
paflage over it. 

We paiTed many villages, and were now 
travelling through a country like a conti-r 
nued garden, abounding in trees and plants 
of various kinds. At four in the afternoon 
we came to a kind of arcade, within which 
was a charming fountain of watery but the 
Bedouins, feized with the panic of their 
camels, flopped fhort, and refufed to enter, 
until one of their number had reconnoitred 
the place. Faffing feveral water-mills, and 
a burying-ground, we at laft perceived, at a 
ftnall diflance before us, the walls of a great 
town. The numbfers of dead indicated by 
the multitude of grave- ftones, the rich ap- 
pearance of the ac^acent country, and many 

fine 
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fine gardens along the road, fuggefted the , 
idea of a very extenfive city. After pro-f 
ceeding a confiderable way on the outfide 
of the town-wall, we were about to halt 
for refrefhment, when we received a mef- 
fage from the bafha, ordering us inftantly 
\o d^art, and at the fame time threatening 
us with the whole weight of his difpleafurc 
Jn cafe of difobedience, Senfible that we 
were at the mercy of a tyrant, we thought 
it expedient to withdraw to Ibme diftance; 
but foon received a fimilar notice, and I 
began to imagine that the terror of the in- 
habitants, at the approach of armed Be- 
douins, is fo great that every one trembles 
for his own fecurity, while they remain in 
his neighbourhood. Meanwhile a bold 
Arab, highly incenfed at the infolence of 
the people, land whofe patience was unable 
to brook any further interruption, ftooped 
his dromedary, and ftucfc his lance in the 
ground, to denote his right of poffeflion; 
and, in fpitc of the reproaches and abufe 
poured upon us from the furrounding gar- 
dens, the whole band inftantly followed his 
example. On the third of Auguft, there- 
fore, 
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fore, and on the thirty-fifth day fince^ur 
departure from Baffora, we fixed our quar-* 
ters in the vicinity of thia city. 

Our marches and counter^marches ia 
the defert had qccafioned in me iuch a 
confufion of ideas„ refpe6ting the diredlion 
of our route, that I now found it extremely 
difficult to determine by my maps the place 
of our prefent encampment. Having ob-- 
ferved that the general line pf our march 
was greatly to the W. of Aleppo, I could 
find nothing in my geographical computa- 
tions, at our fuppofed diftance from the fea„ 
that could at all correfpond to it, but thc^ 
ancient city of Damafcus. I afked mjf 
companions if this was not the name of thq 
. town ; but was anfwered, that it was calledi 
Cbamsy or the City of the Sun ; that it was 
governed by a very powerful baihai and 
that the name of my country had n^ever yet 
reached the ears of the inhabitants.. It was 
added, that the people were a peculiarly 
vicious and malevolent race; and indeed I 
was not mifinformed, if I rnay depend, as, 
a proof, on thofe horrid curfes and execra- 
tions regularly poured out againft the 
I Turks, 
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Turks, as often as the Bedouins returned 
from market • Refpefting our adlual fitu- 
ation on the globe, however, I wa^ now 
more, in the dark than before; and, being 
told that Aleppo wa$ ftill at the diftance 
of ten days journey, I urged my condudior 
tto fet out with me foon for that place. In 
the mean time I was faint with hunger and 
fatigue, and therefore fent immediately to 
Chams for provifion§, which we devoured 
with great eagerijefs the moment they were 
fet before us. I bathed to refjefh my 
weary limbs, changed my drefs, and made 
it my bufinefs to profit by the prefent in- 
terval of repofe, 

I now entreated my condudlortQ lead me 
to fome inn or houfe of entertainment for 
Arrangers ; but, to a n^an whofe notions and 
habits of life were fo little familiar to Ei^- 
ropean manners, my propofal appeared idle 
and ridiculous. Befides, he was under no 
fmall concern, left I ftiould be moleftedy 
and even infulted by the Turks. Next day, 
having exprefled my defire of making fomc 
acquaintance with the Afiatic Chriftians, 
he with great readinefs introduced me to a 

man 
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« 

man of the Syriac ritual, from whom I 
learned, that Chams is the name the Arabs 
give to Damafcus, I met afterwards with 
a fether Jefuit in the ftrcets, dreflfed in the 
lafhion of the country, who, upon hearing 
I was a native of France, aflured me he 
was of the fame nation, and invited me to 
an afylum in his bofptce or convent ; a fa- 
vour which I accepted with much pleafure 
and alacrity. 

The city of Damafcus is large and po-^ 
pulous. The houfes, in front of the ftreets, 
are very indifferent; but prefent a hand- 
fome appearance towards the gardens. It 
contains manufaftures of various kinds ; 
and the murket-places are well conftrudted, 
t>.nd ornamented with a rich colonadc of 
variegated marble. The flreets, in general, 
are tolerably broad; but the diftrift fre- 
quented by the Chriftians is mean, and in 
all refpedls much inferior to the other quar- 
ters of the town. 

The great trade and population of Da- 
mafcus, as well as the high veneration in 
which it is held by Muffulmen, are owing 
to its being the place of general rendez- 
vous 
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vous for the Mahometan pilgrims of Eu- 
rope, and the northern parts of Syria, on 
their way to Mecca, a circumftance which 
has beftowcd on it the title of Mahomet's 
Heel. 

The caravan of Mecca Is conduced by 
the baflia of Damafcus, who receives a 
confiderable fum from the Porte on this 
account^ as well^as to maintain a military 
force, and to keep certain caftles on the 4e- 
fert in repair. Thefe forts are to defend 
thq pilgrim wejls againft the ravages of the 
Arabs, who are regularly paid a certain tri- 
bute by the caravan, for liberty to pafs 
unmolefted. They are joined, at a certain 
diftance from Damafcus, by the caravans of 
Bagdad and Grand Cairo ; in the firft of 
which are pilgrinas from all the foutherii 
parts of Afia, and in the latter fimikr fol- 
lowers of their prophet from the different 
tribes and nations of Africa. As the cara- 
van's arrival at Mecca is fixed for the two 
great folemnities, the feaft of Courban Bey- 
ran, or Abraham's facrifice, and that of 
Beyran, or the Turkifli carnival, at the end 
of Ramadan, and correfponding to' the Jew- 
- . ' ifh 
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ifh pafTover, it muft not be detained at Da« 
mafcus beyond the fixed period of its de- 
parture, under any pretext whatever. 

The Jefuits of Damafcuci (hewed me 
every attention and civility in their power ^ 
and indeed the hofpitality they stiForded me 
in a city which, properly fpeakmg, doesr 
not contain one rtifident Europisan, and 
where the manners of the people arc un- 
commonly cruel and ferocious^; Was the 
moft grateful and feaforiabl^ of all the 
inftances of kindnefs I received in the 
whole courfe of my travels. Thefe goofi 
fathers, laftly, found me a guid6 to Barutb^ 
on the borders of the Mediterranejwi, four 
days jouriiey from Damafcus. Aft« pafling 
nearly a week in their hoj^ice, I bade^'adjieil 
to my friends the Jefuits* 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. xvm. 

^he Author quits Damafcus^ andpajfes through 
a mountainous but fertile country^ — Hofpi^ 
tality and excellent charaSter of the mwn^, 
taineersy-^Arrrua^at Baruth^ and depar-- 
ture thence for S^u^frouan. — Hhe Author 
w/itsfeveral convents^ and arrives at the 

" bofpice of Aintoura. 

HAVING fet out from Damafcus 
for Baruth^ with the mountains^ as 
formerly, on the right, a tolerable road led 
us to their fummit; and at ten o'clock, 
after eight hours march, we put up at a 
fmall village. Though the foil is ex- 
tremely dry, with little appearance of culti- 
vation, I found latere excellent fruit, milk, 
and vegetables. Refuming our journey ia 
the courfe of th? night, after afcending and 
defcending for a confiderable time, we en* 
tered a narrow defile of great length, which 
brought us to ^ large and extenfive plain 
named Beca, fomewhat marfhy, but with 

a black 
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a black and fertile foil. Near to the centrd 
of this plain we eroffed a fmall riveri and 
foori came tb d village, which ferves as a 
depofit for moft of the grain raifed in the 
heighbouring |>arts of the country- - Wd 
feft this vilkge at our ufual hour of the 
nighty andafcenddd high and craggy nioun- 
tains, which, however^ werei cultivated asf 
much a^ appeared compatible with the na- 
ture and quantity of the foil : the difficulty 
and fatigue of afcending and defcending' 
thefe mountains were fo great, that feveral 
of oiif mules fell lame, atid we were obfiged 
to continue our progrefs on foot. 

As every inch of the little foil the natives 
owe to nature is planted with vineyardsy 
mulberry, and other fruit-trees, we were 
well fupplied upon the road witn fruifs of 
various kinds, which grow in abundance 
amongft thefe wild and difmal rocks. We 
flopped to take fome refrefhmeiit at a cot- 
tage, where I obferved the remains of a 
confiderable fountain, which formerly ufed 
to water the mulberry-trees in its vicinity. 

The Afiatic method of cultivating, the 
mulberry-tree is different from that in ufe 

among 
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pouring down from the ridges, gently wa- 
tered or entirely overflowed the fkirts of the 
mountains^ and hence the charming ver- 
dure of thofe little patches of good ground 
which are found interfpcrfed among the 
rpcks. The rivulets, uniting their ftrcams 
ia their progrefs towards the bottom of the 
mountain, formed little noify torrents, which 
ag;^in diverging into various channels, after 
waihing the roots of the hills, moiftened, 
and fertilized the adjacent plain. We ar- 
rived gt a little fort or caftle, fituated on a 
fmall river, which being above the level of 
a great plantation of mulberries, watered 
them with all the advantage of the mofi; 
feafonable and fertilizing ihowers. Through 
thefe plantations we profecuted our journey, 
and met with a foil fo highly cultivated, 
that it was difficult to difcover a fingle foot 
of wafte or fallow ground ; water, howe- 
ver, becomes more fcarce, in proportion aa 
the traveller removes from the foot of the 
mountains. We now came in view of^Bi- 
ruth, where we arrived with eafe at nine in 
the morning. I alighted at the cuf1;om- 
houfe, whenpe, after feeing my things exar 

M 2 mined, 
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mined, I went to a convent of Capuchirt 
friars, where the good fathers gave me a- 
kind and hofpitable reception. 

" I had a letter from the jefuits of Damaf- 
cus to the fuperior of a convent of that or- 
der in the Quefrouan, a diftrift of Lebanon 
inhabited only by the Maronites, whom I 
was defirous to vifit. I received all the in- 
formation I wanted from the fuperior of 
this convent, whofe placid but animated 
countenance was an index of the delicacy": 
and fenfibility of his mind, as well as of that 
pure and unaffefted zeal by which he was 
adluated in the fundions of his miflion. I' 
pafled only two days in this town, which is 
inconfiderable in fize, and miferably built- 
Baruth, as well as a great part of the neigh- 
bouring mountains, is under the jurifdic- 
tion of an emir, who is tributary to the 
Turks ; a circumftance to which the people 
owe their fecurity from Ottoman oppref- 
lion. In this city Chriftians and Mahome- 
tans live on friendly terms, partly owing ta 
the rigour of public juftice, which is admi- 
niftered with great impartiality, and partly 
to that prompt vengeance v^hich is gene- 
rally 
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rally inflifted on the fpot by the party ag- 
.grieved.- 

I now departed for Quefrouan, after hear- 
ing it much extolled for its. natural ftrength, 
an advantage arifiiig from thofe lofty moun- 
. tains with which it is furrounded, as well ^s 
from the population and native valour of 
the people. I had likewife heard that I 
fliould -fipd there many convents of both 
fexes ; that the rites of the Romifb Teligion 
were as freely exercifed in Quefrouan as in 
any .province of Franqe; and, in a~word, 
that thefe mountai^.eers granted toleration to 
no other religious fed: whatever. :.- 

With thefe. ..^fld . iimilar impreffions on 
rny n^ind, I pafl^ a little river in the 
pkins of • ]5aruti>> aiid continuing my joui*- 
jpey.by ,the fea (hore on the road to Tripoli, 
I c^me to }:he fopt of a mountain, which 
is only to be afccnded by flights of fteps 
cut in the folid rock. This is one of thofe 
great works whiph continue to preferve 
the memory of the Romans, m^ny of 
whofe infcriptions on. this road ftill meet 
the eye of the traveller. All along the path, 
which is about twelve feet broad, they had 

M 3 ufed 
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ufcd the precaution to chiflel holes corre^ 
iponding to the hoofs of their horfes, in 
order to prevent them from flipping or 
falling on the ftones. Rails have been very 
properly placed on the fide next to the fea^ 
which heaves its biUows with great viOr 
lence, and to a great height, ^inft the ' 
rocks, whilft towards land the hiad of the 
traveller becomes giddy us he looks down 
upon the frightful precipice. 

Having afcended this extraordyiaiy tradt^, 
which is by no means difficult, and de- 
icended in the fame manner on the oppofitc 
Iffle, I paficd what is called Dog's' River, 
at two leagues diftance from Baruth. To- 
wards the fea I obfefyed^a plantafioix of 
mulbeny- trees, whidh" fpcciv?d heeeflairy 
fupplies of moifture ffoin that river; fey 
means of various canals. I now ftruck off 
to the right, and afcending the banks of the 
river, which at firft are much confined by 
fteep rocks, but afterwards open into a lit- 
tle valley planted with mulberry-trees, I 
came on the left to a mountain, gradually " 
rifing into the form of an amphitheatfe, 
and planted with different kinds of timber. 

I forded 
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I forded Dog's river above a confiderable 
bridge, on which I found an infcription, 
and afcendinj; by a path extremely fteep 
and difficulty I at lafl reached the top of 
the mountain, and paid my refpedis to a 
Maronite convent named Louifey, whoie 
church is .tolerably neat and clean. J dif^ 
covered from thence on a hill the jefuits 
hofpice of Aintoura, to which I was direfl:- 
ed, and in my way towards it paffed a po- 
pulous village. I croffed a narrow valley, 
which, though the foil is watered with few 
fprings, and confequently lefs fertile than 
the lower grounds, is covered, like all others 
in this - country, with fig-trees, mulberry** 
trees, and vineyards. Purfuing a gradual 
afcent along the fide of the mountain, I left 
a little to the right a large village ftanding 
on a fine champain country in good culti- 
vation, and ^fter travelling about a league 
further on the fame ridge, I obferved on a 
little eminence befpre nqie a cQnvent of nun3, 
who are under the infpedtion pf the jefuits } 
and at length arrive4 at the hpfpice of Ain- 
toura^, .fituated two leagi^es from the riyeir 
.of.Dogs^ ^ 

M4 CHAP> 
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CHAP. XIX. 

Defcription of the hojpice of Aintoura^ and 
the mountain on which it isjituated. — T^he 
author proceeds to Jelton^ and vijits the 
Cbeik or lord of the country. — His fay at 
the houfe of this Cheii, and the vifts he 
pays tofeveral others. — Defcription of the 
village ofjelton. — Police, cujioms, and re ^. 
ligious rites of the inhabitants of the pror 
vince of ^efrouan. 

I WAS well received by the fuperior, de- 
livered him a letter from Damafcus» 
and, expreffing an earned defire to vifit 
Quefrouan, he engaged to afford me every 
means in his power of gratifying my wiflies. 
This religious houfe is fituated at a third 
of the whole height to the top of a moun* 
tain, which, though extremely fteep and 
difficult of afcent, is cultivated and planted 
to the very fummit ; the foil is particularly 
dry and ftony, and yet the trees and vines 
appear £:clh and in eyery refped in good 

condition* 
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condition. The houfes are not coUedled in 
the manner of villages, but thinly fcattered 
all over the mountain. . Befides the cbnvent 
of nuns above mentioned, there is higher , 
on* the mountain a feminary, in which the 
jefuits educate a number of young men def-f 
lined to the fervice of the altar. The ftur- 
dents were at this time greatly incumbered 
by a princefs, widow of a certain emir, who, 
upon her embracing the Romifli religion, 
had requefted permiffion to refide for fome 
time in the feminary. 

By means of the fuperior I became ac- 
quainted with a cheik or lord of the coun- 
try, who lives at two leagues diftance, in 
a village named Jelton. The greateft part 
of the Chriftian cheiks related to the reign- 
ing family, which is very numerous, and 
divided into different branches, refide in 
this village. On the third day of my vifit 
to the Quefrouan jefuits, the fuperior gave 
me a letter to this cheik, and. I refumed my 
journey. 

Having afcended to a confiderafeb height, 
I pafTed a fmall wood of pines, and looked ' 
down on the vallies of Aintoura on one 

hand. 
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hand, and to a vaft plain bounded by the 
river of Dogs, and the amphitheatrical 
mountains of the Antiquefrouan, on the 
other : I fiw the eftate of the emir Solyma, 
but the village in which he refides was co- 
vered from my view by the interpofition of 
a fmall hilL 

On the confines of the plain above 
mentioned are the fources of the river of 
Dogs, which is augmented by the jundlion 
of other rivers, in their defccnt from the 
top of the valley, ThefefourceS' take their 
rife in two very deep caverns; tjie firft, 
formed in the rock, is of great capacity, and 
prefents to the eye a multitude of beiautiful 
cryftallizations fufpended from the roof; the 
fecond, which is lower and more difficult 
of accefs, befides many other cryftals with 
which it is adorned, detaches one from the 
vault in the form of a pillar, and about the 
thicknefs of a man's body, to the diftance 
of a foot from the ground. The traveller 
may obferve, through a hole in the rock, 
the river rifing from its fource, which ruflir 
ing in a body under thofe vaft caverns, pro- 
duces a tremendous noife. I afcended a 

very 
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very high mountain, at the bottom of 
which is the refidence oF a bifhc^, $ird 
pear its fUnSmit the village of Jelton. *Ndt- 
withflanding the foil continues dry ^ind 
ftony, the mulberry-trees thrive in a fur- 
-prifing manner. This village makes a b6t« 
ter appearance ithan thofe I had hith^to 
feen ; though the houfes announce any thiirtg 
'rather than the manfions of cheifes, or die 
'great nobility of the country : thdir inhabU 
tants, however, Xinited in intereft and affec- 
tion, are contented to mdntaina vety ifru- 
gal but independent manner of life. Their 
perfons fuggcft the idea of an opulent pesi- 
fantry, mlich more than that of a ta6e x>f 
jtiighty chiefs ;- but from this extremee fim- 
plicity of manners, and inexperiemce of lux- 
ury, refult that courage and magnanimity by 
which thefe mountaineers perfevene in alftert- 
ing their freedom and abnoft entire inde- 
pendence of the Turkiih government. Thty 
pay to the Porte a fmall annual tribute With 
great punduaJity; nof have ikey^wtr bttn 
tempted, by the natural ftrength and ad- 
vantages of their Situation, to 'ikek^ com- 
plete exemption fft)m the Ottoman yoke. 

I alighted 
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I alighted at the houfe of the cheik, to 
whom I hiad a letter from the fuperior of 
. Aintoura; he was abroad, but I faw iibme 
of his family amufing themfelves under an 
arbour. They invited me with much civi- 
lity to join them ; and it was not lorxg be- 
fore I had a very hofpitable reception from 
the cheik himfelf. He recjoilimend^d me 
to the care of his fon, charging himauot to 
lofe fight of me, and to fbcw me whatever 
was moft intcrefting in the country, and 
beft calculated to gratify. ir^curiofity. He 
obliged me to pafs three days at his houfc, 
after which I went to vifit feveral others of 
thife highland nobility, in whofe houfes J 
was regularly ferved with a collation fimi- 
lar to what had been fet before me in the 
female convent, and in the femilies of Ibme 
refugee merchants at Aintoura. I affifted 
at all their aflemblies, which, are ufually 
held under the fhade of trees; and was 
conducted in the fame eafy manner Xo di- 
vine fervice, and an evening party, confift- 
ing of the youth of both fexes from the 
neighbourhood. In this iflembly, after 
allotting a confiderable portion of tinae to 

the 



BY SEA AND LAND. I73 

the amufement of converfation, one of the 
company reads part of a book on fome re- 
ligious fabje^, and the evening concludes 
with the reciital of prayers. I was fur- 
prized to find among the inhabitants of 
thefe mountains fo much civility, and even 
urbanity of manners; the cheik's fon, in 
particular, who was my friend and condudlor . 
in all my excurfions, difcovered a fweetnefs 
of temper and difpofition uncommonly in- 
terefting. 

This village is fituatedpn a dry and ftony 
foil, and has the advantage of no other wa- 
ter than what is contained in deep wells 
and cifterns; but its impregnable. ftrength, 
arifing from its lofty fituation on- the third 
gradation of this mountainous amphitheatre, 
was no doubt the great inducement \yhich 
engaged the lords of Quefrouan to make 
choice of it for their ufual refideoce. 

In the cheiks is vefted the landed pro-, 
perty of the whole country, from which 
they derive a certain revenue; charged, 
however, with a fix6d fum to the. emir, 
who, in his turn, pays a fmall annual. tri- 
bute 
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butc to the PQrt«* Tfee)f ^(iminijfter jv4ie^ 
witbm . Ae bpuods of their ow« eftaf?§, an4^ 
a&f& the people in their proportion of tbe^ 
public burthens. Iijl 4II Qth«r fefped^is ^ 
diftin£i;iQn$ of rank are h^tt^r un^erftofd iot 
Europe than among tite mQvniMQS of Quef^ 
rquan, where evejy mm k ^t libeity tft 
know and feel his owa valt^ an4 cooler 
quence. The Catholics ar^ alone r^garc^ 
as the true and legitimate inhabitants of 
the country; and hence, on the road to 
Tripoli, which pafles through its lower 
dependencies, the Turks are fubje£fced to 4 
certain toll, from which all Chrifti^ns ar^ 
exempted* 

The people are never feen at any diftanc€ 
from their villages without being completely 
armed; and among them no perfonal infult 
is ever fuflfered to pafs with impunity. The 
afpeft of the natives has an expreffion of 
confidence widely differing from an air of 
impudence or effrontery, and conveying an 
idea of goodqefs and affability, united to 
great intrepidity of mind- They are prone 
to compaflion and the offices of hofpitality 1 

ar^ 
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are gay and lively in their ordinary deport-, 
ment ; and difcover on feme occafions a con* 
fiderablc talent for irony. 

The clergy in this country are poor, and 
labour with their own hands to fupport 
their families ; for though Catholics, being 
of a ritual diiFerent from the Latin, a man 
may take orda-s fubfcquent to marriage, 
provided it has been contracted with a vir-. 
gin. Here, therefore, a prieft feldom remains 
long in a ftate of celibacy ; and his condudt 
in this refpefl: is extremely agreeable to the 
tafte of his people. Divine fervice is cele- 
brated in the Syriac language, but the gof- 
pels and breviary are read aloud in the Ara- 
bic, which is the vulgar tongue in all coun- 
tries bordering on Arabia. As the ftudies 
of the clergy are almoft entirely confined 
to the fcriptures and the catechifm of 
the churchy they are very little conver- 
fant in abftrufe queftions of theology; but 
they are regular in their lives, found ia 
their morals, and fincere in what they be-, 
lieve. Speculative tenets ^ might create a 
fpirit of controverfy, engender new opinions, 
and have a dangerous tendency to ihake 

their 
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their prefent implicit fubmiflion and obedi-* 
cncc to the fee of Rome. 

Our miffionaries are extremely ufeful 
here» and in other parts of Syria, not only 
by inftrudting the true Catholics, but in con- 
verting fuch to the Latin ritual ^s have been 
cnfnared into the erroneous opinions of 
fchifm or herefy. The Catholic faith has 
made confiderable progrefs at Damafcus, as 
well as in the parts S. W. from the moun- 
tains, where the Syrians,'. Greeks, and Ar-^ 
ininians, ufed to be few, compared with the 
fchifmatics and heretics of different denomi- 
nations. The religion of Rome has alfo, 
by the fame means, penetrated inta Egypt, 
where I am informed a number of Cophti 
have fubmitted to the docftrines and autho- 
rity of the church. Some of them, how- 
ever, in deference to the manners and cuf- 
toms of their country, admit of circumci- 
fion in both fexes, a praftice in dired. op- 
pofition to a decree exprefsly palTed againft 
it in the court of Rome. 

It is to be hoped that the pious induftry 
of thefe men may ftill extend the fphere cjf 
its operation, particularly on the fide of 

Abyffinia> 



« 
Abyflinia, wherCj confidering the frequency, 
fimpUcity, and honefty of Chriftian herc-i' 
tics, there is every reafon to believe that 
the truly apoftolic miflionary ihight reap 
a confiderable hafveft. I had ckkkfiori 
to obferve the u^iwearied painsi taken by 
this defcriptioti of meni in Turkey^' Ptrfia^ 
and the nations of India, all abounding in 
Chriftians ill inftru6ted> and tvith^iijt the 
means of better information^ — ^how finc6rely 
is it to be regretted that their number is 
fo very fmall ! Gonfidering the nriany 
difcouragements the miflionary meets with 
in the fiaft, from tegulations of national 
police, one cannot fufiiciently adnjire his 
fuccefs in the kingdoms of Pegii, Siam^ 
Cambodia, Cochinchina, and China. A 
few natives of China, who were educated 
fome time fince in an Italian feminary^ have 
rendered eminent fervices to their coun- 
trymen in matters of religion; 

The anfwer made by the kihg 6f S^il^ 
to one wh5,ui*ged the impolicy of rc-i 
taining pofleflSion of the Philip^n*^ iGx^^ 
from the heavy cxpetic* With whibh they 
burthened the public, cfefervesi to be fd-* 

Vol, II. ' N corded: 
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qorded : He defircd, he faid» no ^thier prtf « 
diicc fFOiji thefe iilands than the fruits of. 
his miffion; and he would be fatisfied if» 
a^siong the millions of Chriftian profelyte$» 
a4ded to the church finee their firftfubnjif-- 
fion to the crown (^ Spain^ there were 
one poor Indian^ whofe name ihould be. 
found at laft written in theboo]^ of Ufc« 
It may be juftty faid of Spain^ that ihe has^ 
ma^ more Chriftians in Aiia and Amerioi 
than {he has fubje<5ls in the whole extent 
of her European dominions.-^3ut I retura 
to Quefrouan. 

The impregnable fituation of this coun-* 
try having naturally pointed it out as an 
^fylum for all the profei!brs of Chnftta** 
i>ity in Afiatic Turkey, it has bccoiap tb«^ 
residence of many bUhops^ and the ^t of 
a confiderable number of convents for both 
fcxe$. Among the former arc the patriarch 
of the Greek church 5 the patriarch of An* 
tKxhj vrhd" prefidcs dvfr the fed of the 
Ma^^omtes 1 and the patriarch of Annenita 
vrhb J&iperifttends fevcral converts undmr 
1^ rHlfis of hh Qwa ritual. The pe<>ple 
ui^efieral a^ fond of reUgion j and ihough 
:..-..... ... .wee- 
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vice and inunorality find their way into 
all countries^ they are, however, much 
lefs prevalent in the mountains than in 
the plain. The woineh do riot live under 
the fame rigorous difcipline, nor are they 
fecluded from puMit view newly in thi 
feme degree as ift the townf > but if an 
unmartied womah hai the misFortune to 
beccwne pregnant, fhe expiates with her 
life, and by the hands of her oWh rela- 
tions, the folly and weakne^ of her con^ 
diift, A mother who ha* given' h«r 
daughter in marriage, w6uld cdnfider het- 
feif and family greatly diflionoured, if after 
c:onfumnmtion her fon-in-law fhould not 
produce proofs of the virtue of hts bride. 
A like cuftom prevails ioiong the flativcs 
©f Mexico* 



Nz CHA'P- 
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^be Atabor quits Jelton^ and makes excur}- 
Jions among the high^ mountains. — He ar^ 
rives at the 'oiJlage of Mafra, and is 
hoj^itably received Ify a prieji.-^ Rural 
mode of life of the inhabitants^ 

I LEFT Jelton on the third day after 
my arrival; and, conceiving tbajt the 
moft elevated ridges, being little frequented 
by ftrangers, muft prefent the manners of the 
p^ple in their true and genuine coloius^i 
I took ihc route towards Mafra, a village 
fituated at the foot oi thie higheft moun- 
tain in the province of Quefrouan, and 
where the natives feed their flocks in the 
fummer feafon. After an hour's walk I 
afcended to a convent amidft difmal and 
arid rocks, wheilce, however, iflues aplen-' 
tiful fpring of water, which diilufes moif- 
tare and a charming verdure over all the 
foil in their vicinity* The vivid green of 

thefe 
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thefe earthy jtrriirff, xsr ^as ^snw^ 
ed fur^u:e of ihc <ccks. -^ 
needles in the izr^BfrmmL inr s 
contraft to dsc crt. Ll 




however, fitttrtrj k ^e rjnr if 
horrid fcenc, 2, 
chofen to lake 1^ bs 

I aicended rirr-^dri'ira g- 
riving 2t the rSae? zv 
foil is fertile, 1c£e 
trees in a' fre£h ssd 
Ibme time, ia 
humane and tUm^asB 
refumed my jciangy, 
an hoar I causie t3 ae rrfnimri ir ^ xtle^ 
%vhere I locked icnn & jirt^uirr xl a. las^ 
row glen, jgrrearr afrrnng xynnr Tir s.. 
torrent; whidi reSef is 
noife and imceauxsr, 
ments of icduu I .nsacsaoex. 
croiTed the wtrxDi at a '^ao^ ^aofc 11. -s^ 
water-milU I bceaai tt rlxru a* 
on the Gppo£tt f^afc.,. -masx 2 
ticularly dinkrA, I ^rat a. 
fatigued befb» T riyarnwf 
my per^erase? a 





lit TRAVJttS ROtfNp T»B WORLD, 

to the pfofpeft of a beeutiifid c€>iintryi planJi-t 
ed with the fin^ft mulberiy-trecs I bwi yet 
jfecn. Springs in alwwdwice diftil fr©ai tho 
Ixeighu upon a fertile foil, without a ftoflte^ 
acid prefenting over thq wide extent of 
this lutural amphitbeatrci a ne»t and }ev^ 
furface. Beneath thi^ iQulbeny-trees the 
ground produces roota and veg^taJbks of 
different kinds. I an Uft arrived af th9 
village of Mafra^ fitoatectpa the d^qtivity 
pf a high hill, which appeared every where 
ftudded yrithhoufes, at ids^e diii^nce of three 
leagues and a half from Jeltoa. I WM 
much pkafed with the bean^ of the 
fcene, and little repmed at the toil I had 
experienced in climbing up to my prefent 
elevated Atuation^ 

The cheik at Jettoci hftyiog gweo me a 

kiter to ii» mioiiler of ^ paifiib» I 

|l)ig^iftBdathi»door« He wa$ i^ at l^ome^ 

^ilLiUft adatttted te- Im w^fe and ftvefal 

a;ditldrei;u The good won^aa rec^bred 

bft beft oaaoner^ and prefled me to 

hojflbsyod's retunv and to repolb 

sr my &tigue; I obfenred^ with 

p^n&ntem(^t]pf][s^ l^wlfeofdM 

fimple 
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fimpk paftor of Mafia» win 
moment working in his fidcp 
had no doubt would enter im pasdb m 
equally niftic appcaraixx iridi thai c£ i 
fpoufe. She wis a Bdc 
bloom of youth, ooofidcrabiy 
pregnancy, and with a compltska 
ly bronzed by the fun. In die 
of three children, whom ihe 
to quiet by turns, flie condnfiBd tae 
of her little £anihr affiun. Horn oaadi I 
admired this prccioiis asd fionple 
of living 1 In a kind of opca gdkrr, 
ierved for a parlour, (he fyrad a ktde bed 
on the ground, in order to lay her jofiac 
to fleep ; cafting her eye oocaium^r to a 
ilove, where ihe boiled ibaie fliocs of 
gourd in a kettle. She drefled iaeae eggs 
and milk in feparatc diflie^ with cnpe- 
cakes, for my fopper. At ooe tioK Ihe 
feemed to afliwe me by her looks of al 
the inclination »in the world Co cnt 
me weB; at another. Ac could 
cealherinipadencefiirherhfrfhuid. Mc 
while the good nun arrived fiito his turn ; . 
and his attentions to bis goeft fecmgd 

N4 to 
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to vie with the kind civilities h^ hs4 
jufl: received from bis wife. In complir 
ance, however, with the reftraints which 
Oriental manners imppfe on the behar 
vpur of women, fhe foon withdrew, i^nd 
gave up all her attention, to the concerns 
of her family. At the. hour for evening 
'ue^ers, the people aflembled in the op?n 
air, where prayers were re.cited a$ much 
in the. fpirit of true piety, and confequently 
in a manner equally acceptable in the eye 
pf the Deity, as if wie had been ieated 
under the gilded ceiling of thp moft fumpr 
tuous temple. His. flock feemed defirous 
of my company, and were ^t pains, to dif- 
cover by what ipeans they might ^mu^ 
me moft agreeably. 

The evening brought home ^ number 
of dqmeftic animals in flocks, which con-r 
llituted the whole wealth of this honeft 
ecclefiaftic, J^ffiAcd by his wife he fed 
them by hand, and received, their car^flfes, 
the only return they coulfJ make for the 
care and kindnefs of their rnafter; ^ 
fituation, hpwever, extremely interefting, 
and which tends to illuftfajte fhofe geptle 

and 
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and innocent manners, fo prevalent an^ong 
the Afiatics. 

At my own defire, my bed was: laid in 

a railed comer under the porch, and my 

hoft repofed clofe by me and my condudor; 

for, according to the manners of die inoun- 

^ineers, the n^after of a fiimily is hknfelf 

the keeper and guardian of his gujefts i 

a rule of hofpitality which was religioully 

lobferved refpeOing me by the cheik'a ion 

at Jelton. Beiides, as the cuftoms. of the 

Eafl do not permit ftrangcrs to fleep under 

the fame roof with the , women, vifitors 

are always lodged iinder the porch, or in 

the apartments named Manfoul, which 

have no communication whatever with the 

principal part of the houfe. I flept ex- 

tremely well; buf, owing to thexold and 

keen air of thefe lofty n^ountains, which 

are a continuation of the famous Mount 

Lebanon, I caught a flight rheumatifna, 

which, however, the genial warmth of the 

next day entirely removed. 

As foon as it was d^y, I attended rny 
faofl: to the celebration of mafs; after 
which, nptwithftaniding the nxpft preffing 

invitation 
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invhatiiai to prolong my vifit^ I refumetL 
my journey, and proceeded- towi3ard&*\vhslt 
is ddccQied the bigheft nioirotahi in the 
countiy.. On account aS the ciimati^ ^tfc 
is no human habitation hi^er than the 
village of Mafra, ^ich is it&if . cover^i* 
^ed imh fnow during fix tncttsths cf thi 
year. 

We pafed Ac ikirts of fome raulbei^ 
ry fd'isiitations bdonging to Mafra, vi^rt 
the feil continae^ of equal lertili^, and 
iBreH watered, with few*ftoise4U Upon 
afcending, however^ a itiAuliniin 4^f thocle^ 
Tate hei^t, the niolbftrry-treei entirely dif- 
appear, a circumftance probably dwkig to 
the ibiFs being feverely chitted by the 
continnance of the fnow. I now cainc 10 
laitd in a ftate of nature, graced by cattlb 
of various kinds, which, a little farther dnf, 
t:he natives are ufed to fold dorkig the 
night. I obferved fheep-foids, foi the firft 
time, on the top of a little hill, whole 
fides were fown with diii^renC kinds of 
grain. The (hcpherds were employed in 
making cheefe of the milk they obtained 
in the morning; and hens I fbopped t6 

breakfail:^ 
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i>reak&iV» in company wuth Xeveral inhae 
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,^rrioal at a^fertik plmn, en n»hkb fiwrd 
. ancient ndns are difcavered. — Dtfcri^h^ 
ffa tempte ^ great antiquity ^ and other 
iitterefiing mMwments^.^^^^be Aiatlmrreaehes 
the vijyiages of Befommar imd Agoufit^ 
lahert he is lindfy rtcew^ by the ecck^ 
Jkijii€i^ 

I WAS Gowconduifted a fitdc hijghcr to 
a rich and fertile phin^ a fhort league 
iQ leagtb^ and <Hily a quarter in brcaidti!!^ . 
which, was. fown io the fame loaimer ai 
the hill I have mentioned^ and prefentec} 
^ moft pkafing^ verdure to the eye* Thi$ ^ 
l»tc&iive fi^ is boun^d towards the ibuth 
by the great mountain, who£b perpendkur 
>ar rocks are loft in tlie clouds i ^towar^s 
^he eaft and north by a imall hill ^ while 

towarfils ^ 
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towards- the weft' the e3re flits over fticceflive 
chains of mountains to ia great diftance* 
I furveyed the ruins of an ancient tower, 
in form nearly fquare, and built of huge 
Hones, fomc of which, having their extre- 
mities fixed in oppofite walls, were of 
length fufficient to anfwer the purpofe of 
beams, while others were employed as 
lintils to the gate& inftead of archds. Over 
the firft gate was an infcription in Greek 
charadlers, which it was not in my power 
to tranfcribe ; but, in an angle of the build- 
ing, on the otitfide, I found another, of 
which I obtained a perfeft copy, and which 
the Academy of Sciences at Paris have 
taken the trouble to tranflate : it hiarks 
the period at which the tower was erefted, 
and not the age of the temple I am about to 
. fpeak of, which is probably much more an* 
cient, the mention of which it alfo makes. 

TE NTEniTGAM PAB BOMOT EHMEAH- 
TOT EKTwNTOY MEHSTOTF eEOT 
ftrKOAO MH0H- * 

(doubtful) 
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: •* III the three hundred and fifty-fifthr 
" year, Tholmus preliding for the fixth. 
•* time over the Temple of the Moft High 
" God, this 'Building was arca:ed.''-^The 
period alluded to by this infcription is the 
aera of the Seleucides, that is, three' hun- 
dred and twelve years before: the birth of 
Jefus Chrift. Thefe ruins extend from the. 
tower weftward on the ample field already 
defcribed, and condudl the traveller to others 
of greater magnitude. The firft objcd: 
here that -fixed my attention was a ftone^ 
\^hich by its fize and ifhape Teemed to have 
been employed as • the bafe of an altar. 
Befide it.lay another, in the 4:entre of whofc 
plane appeared a raifed quadrangular fpace, 
furrounded by a groove; this ftone, with 
equal probability, might . have ferved, ak 
the table of an altar. I next obferved the; 
remains of a very wide gate, which exter* 
nally had two galleries fronting each other* 
At the end of each gallery was a large open 
hall, adorned with pillars, whofe capitals^ 
ornamented with flowers and foliage in ex- 
cellent fculpture, were ftrong indications of 
the great extent and magnificence of ^lis 

very 
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continued our progrefs to the right of the 
great mountain. The rocks contamed 
Greek infcriptions ; but as thefe confided 
only of two or three letters, I did not take 
the trouble to tranfcribe them. 

Afcending eaftward, in the farlie^ direc- 
tion, we came to other ruins, fome of whofe 
ftones feemed perforated for the infertion of 
pipes, which might in former times have 
ferved for a fountain or jet-d'eau. Thefe, 
therefore, were probably the ruins of a 
building, which had been eredted as a vi/ia 
to the temple, in the bottom of the plain. 

Having reached the fuiiimit of the hill, 
we found ourfelves on the Afs's Back, which 
Hopes on one fide into the plain, and on the 
other into a vale of great depth. Along 
this ridge runs a canal, which fcrves to con- 
dud: to Mafra the water I faw there in fuch 
plenty. I traced the canal for a quarter of 
a league, and came to a very fleep moun-* 
tain, where we found the copious fourccy 
whofe bottom we could not perceive : from 
this refervoir two canals, each of which 
might contain three cubic feet, receive their 
ample fupplies ^ but fuch is the inteiife cold 

2 u of 
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of this water^ th^t iii drinking it ofie is in 
danger of lofittg one's teeth ; and I was ap* 
prehenfive it might affcft my bowels. I 
have been finee told, what feems extremdy 
.probable, that thcfc fprings are fed by the 
fnows of more northern mountains, which 
are melted by the fan, and afterwards £!•* 
trated through the rocks. 

At the diftance of about two Ieagtie< 
from Mafra, the higher grounds bein^ 
wholly uninhabited, I parted with mf 
companions, who chofc to return to the 
village, and took a little refrefhment- and 
repofe. They went back to Mafra; but 
though I meant to return to the fame 
place, I chofc to foHow a different foute^ 
by the other branch of the camtl, which 
flows from the above-^fnentioped fburcc. . 

My road foon led me to a natural arch, 
about forty paces broad, and four-fcore in 
length, than which I never faw a more 
majeftic fpecimen of nature's workman- 
fhip, or more nearly approadiing in many 
refpefts to the execution of art. Tlic 
water, pouring from the heights during the 

Vol. II. O melting 



ig^ TRAVELS ROUND THE WORLD, 

melting of the fnow^ gradually unites in a 
great torrent^ which, precipitating itfelf, 
forms a cafcade about forty feet high, pur- 
fues its courfe with increaied rapidi^ 
amongft rifted rocks, and at length pafles 
under this arch, fifty paces perhaps below 
the fall. The vault of the arch, though 
on a level with the road, is at leaft one hun« 
dred feet above the bed of the torrent; 
which here begins to enter the mouth of a 
little valley. The oppofite banks ferve as 
abutments to the extremities of the arch^i. 
which has all the neatnefs of effed that 
could have been expedhed from die fkill and 
dexterity of an archite£t. It is difficult to 
fay by what means niature, after having pe- 
netrated the folid mafs of fleep rocks, con* 
trived to fmooth and polifh it into the form 
of a fine arch, with all the regularity and 
precifion of the chizzel. Probably the vio- 
lence of the current firfl made an impreffion 
on the lefs compad parts at its bafe, where 
having at length pierced and imdetmined 
the huge block, it afterwards gradually 
filed it away in this imiform manner, from 

I an 
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nil equal degree of fefiftance being every 
where oppofed to the force of the tor- 
rent 

Paffiiig this curious arch, and making a 
fweep round the fide of the mountain, I 
entered fome pleafant and fertile fields. In 
a recefs of the mountain I faw the fources 
of , the river U Croix, which I had paflfed in 
my way to Mafra. Keeping ftill on the 
ikirts of the mountain, I pafied various 
beautiful cafcades, and came to a large valley 
well watered, and producing a. kind of fmall 
grain* La Croix, befides fupplying a canal 
cut dong the declivity of the oppofite 
mountain, fiirnifhes water to two others of 
a larger fize. Cfofling this valley I af- 
cended a high earthy hill, where the foil 
became more fandy, and lefs fertile, than in 
the preceding parts of my excurfion. Turn- 
ing off to the right, I arrived at a handfomc 
village, whence we had a view of Mafra, 
fituated on a neighbouring eminence. This 
hamlet is in the vicinity of a place named 
Haragges^ and furrounded with fine mul- 
berry-trees excellently fupplied with water. 
I paflfed fome poor ftony ground, little fuf- 

O 2 ceptibk 
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Ccptible of cultivation; and left 6n my 
right a number of final! rallies, appa- 
rently of great fertility. I now arrived 6ft 
the bordets of a little plain, on which ftand 
d church and convent containing only one 
hionk land a^ friar, detached in the manner 
of a little colony from a more populous 
monaftery t here we paffed the night, and 
had no reafon to complain of ouf entettaift- 
di'eiit. Next day after mafs, hatdng break- 
Med, for in this country it is againft; every 
rule of hofpitality to fuffer a ftranger to 
depart without eating, "^ reftimed our 
journey, and paffed over a ttiiferable fo9, 
covered fometimeS with fahd, and fomc- 
times with large ftones, finiiilar to what we 
had feen the preceding evening. The 
produce of this diftrift was chiefly pines, 
and herds of goats. At nme o^cbcrk we 
few a handfome church, at a village called 
Befommar, which is the refidence off the 
Armenian patriarch. After paying refpefts 
to his eminence, I took feme refrefhmerit^ 
and continued my journey, i defeended 
lower on the mountain, and then turned 
to the right, entering upon a ftrdHg fail, 

in 
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in all refpefts like that of Aintouw and 
Jelton. Defcendin^ to a fecond ridge, 
which commands a profpedit of the fea, 
I faw the -village of Agoufta below, and 
on our right at fome diftance that pf 
Gazar. In the firft, beiides feveral cheiks, 
pcfides the venerable patriarch of the feft 
of the Maronites of Antioch, at whofe 
maniion I flopped, and was received with 
much politenefs and affedtion. I had the 
honour to dine with this good man, who 
in the courfe of our converfation fpoke 
Latin and Italian wjith great corredtnefs 
and fluency. One of his grand vicars 
favoured me with his conftant attendance ; 
and about four o'clock, when the patriarch 
awaked from his nap, I took an affec- 
tionate kaVe. We walked round the vil- 
lage, which is mofl agreeably fituated on 
the declivity of a very high mountain, cul- 
tivated in the form of a wild amphitheatre, 
and interfperfed with gardens and mulberryx 
plantations. The houfes are fcattered all 
over an area in the form of a horfe-fhoe, 
with its opening towards the fca, for fuch 

O 3 is 
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is the appearance of the mountain, and 
extend down to the bottom, where the 
ground rifes into another ridge, which is 
well watered, aijd ftill very high above 
the plain. The whole of this mountain is 
well cultivated ; and in the middle of the 
village, oppoiite to the hpufe of, a cheik; 
is a copious fpring of excellent water. The 
fituation of the village is extremely Beauti- 
ful j but fometimes about noon, clouds, 
attracted by the lofty tops of the mountains,' 
produce an obfcurity,^ and a thick mift, 
which I apprehend to be infalubfious. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXII. 

T'he Author concludes bis romantic excurjion; 
and returns to Barutb. — He repairs from 
thence to Sidon, with a view to obtain a 
pajfage to F ranee ^ but is difappointedj-^ 
He makes a conjiderable Jiay at Sidon, at 
the houfe of the French confaL-^^he anti^ 
quities in Sidon and its environs defcribed.-^^ 
Habits and fentiments of the natives of the 
mountains. 

QUITTING this village, I croffed 
the mountain^ pafled a ftony barren 
region, and came in view. of the hofpice 
of Arifla, which belongs to the fathers 
of the Holy Land, or the Recolledts of 
St. Francis. After an hour's walk from 
Agoufta, I arrived at this religious man- 
fion. The hofpice or convent is fituated 
on the fummit of a mountain, ^t a little 
diftance frpm the fea, of which it com- 
mands an extcnfive profpeA ; but fknding 

O 4 upon 
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upon a poor foil, and having no water, 
except what is preferved in cifterns, it is 
upon the whole a barren and dreary re- 
treat. I departed next day early, and after 
defcending 'towards the inland country, and 
travelling in the fkirts of the mountains^ 
which are extremely painful and difficult, I 
at length reached a narrow dale watered by 
^ beautiful rivulet. I afcended on the 
other fide, and fkirted the mountains, and 
foon came in fight of Aintoura, fituated 
on an adjacent hilU "^ The intervening 
ground is very uneven, but not fo wild 
and rugged as the high mountain I had 
jufl traverfed. I arrived at Aintoura on 
the iixth day; and having, after dikuief, 
thanked the fuperior for all his kind of« 
ficcs, I began to deicend ^wtrds th^ 
plain. 

I reached Baruth in Ihe eyeniiig, After 
an abfencc of ten d<i,ySi which hod l>een 
fpent in exploring the mounteins of Q^jef^ 
nouan. The prior of the Caj^uchih coit* 
¥cnt received nte with his ufual civility i 
from .him J learned that a king's cbebcc 
M «rnved from Frunce oa a cruize 
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ofF the coaft of Syria. Having obtained 
further information that this vefTel, then 
at the ifland of Cyprus, was expeded in 
a few days to enter the port of Sidon; 
and as that city was only diftant eight 
leagues^ I propofed inftantly to fet out, 
in hopes of meeting fome old com^^ 
panions, with whom I had ferved at 
Toulon. Accordingly, on idic 25th of 
Augufty I proceeded to Sidon^ and waited 
upon the French conful, who fliewed me 
much kindnefsy and offered to accommo- 
date me with quarters in his houfe. He 
confirmed the prior's information refpedling 
the arrival of a French chebec; but I 
learned fome days afbr» that (he had quit- 
ted Cyprus, and had failed for Candia, 
in onkr to join other fhips of the iame 
fquadron« Dilappointcd in my views, I 
reiblved to proceed diredlly to Acre, per- 
suaded that the frequent arrivals there 
from the port of MarfeiUes muft ren-. 
der my pa&ge to France much lefs preca- 
rious. 

My fanae as ^ traveller feemed to have 
mstAf^ fome impreifion on the mind of 

the 
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the cohful^ for he made many enquiries 
concerning my late expedition, and prefled 
me to fpend a little time longer in his 
family -, urging, as reafons for my compli- 
ance, the extreme fatigue I had fuiFered ia 
the defert, and the deranged ftate of my 
health. He obferved that the remains of 
an eruption on my fkin, which had made 
its appearance in the country of the Ma- 
rattas, proved that my blood was greatly 
heated; and as I was defirous to ftudy the 
character of the mountaineers, I ought to 
confider them more extenfively, and avoid 
forming a hafty opinion from a curfory 
view, or rather from the appearance of a 
few individuals. Although a long feclufion 
from the company of women had produced 
in me a rufticity of manners as well as 
appearance, his wife feemed to be of 4he 
fame mind with her hufband, and imited 
in entreaties that I would remaiii their 
gueft for fome time longer. The refo- 
lution I had taken, to fail diredly for 
France, began to be fhaken. Thd weak 
ftate of my health, an eruption on my 
fkin, and above all, the additional plea- 

furc 
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fure I had in profpedt among tliefe moun- 
tains,, feemed on this occafion to fufpend 
the ordinary vigour of my mind ; and the 
frefli knowledge, fo agreeable to my taftc, 
which I hoped to acquire in my intercourfe 
with the neighbouring Arabs, apologized 
for what, however, I coUld not help tacitly 
regarding as arifing from a fecility of tem*- 
per. About a month after my arrival I 
was feized with a regular fever; but the 
ufe-of emetics, and the great care and at- 
tention of the conful and his family, gra- 
fjually reftored me to healthy 

In the environs of Sidon the eye is 
delighted with the delicious verdure of 
many fine profpeds. The rich gardens 
and orchards, which arc excellently wa^ 
tered, difFufe over the face of the country 
the appearance of one continued forcft,, 
confifting of various fruit-trees, together 
with the vine, which is permitted to grow 
here in all its luxuriance. 

In the mountains of the neighbourhood 
are many caverns excavated in the rocks, 
with ten or twelve cells in each, according 
to their fize. Thefe, according to tradition, 

are 
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injury during the time I pafled in theiif 
villages, I own, in their appearance, they 
have fomething peculiarly rude and fero- 
cious. They tolerate Chriftians in the free 
cxercife of their religion, who, happily^ 
are much lefs the objects of their hatred 
and animofity than the Turks. Their 
dominion extends over the mountains all 
the way from Gebail to Balbec, including 
both towns, where they are reported to be 
much more favage in their mariners than 
in the vicinity of Sidon^ The mountains 
in the N* E. of Sidon arci peopled by the 
Drufes, among whom Chriftianity enjoys an 
equal degfee of toleration as among the 
. Mutuallis. 

The natives of thefe mountains are dif- 
afFedled to the Turks, an antipathy partly 
owing to the influence of inveterate preju- 
dice, and partly to a difference in matters of 
religious opinion. They are fenfible it is 
to. their own bravery, and the 'inacceffible 
nature of their mountains, that they owe 
their happy independence. The Drufes 
are well affedted towards Chriftians in 
general ; but holding themfclves defcend- 

ed 
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ed from a French anceftry, who are fald 
to have taken refuge in thefe mountains 
at their expulfion from the Holy Land, 
at the end of the crufades, they have 
more than ordinary affedion for the peo- 
ple of that country. The prmciples which, 
according to hiftorians, aduated the fub- 
jeds of the old man of the mounbdn, 
ftill influence the minds of fome indivi- 
duals. 

In the vicinity of Jerufafcm I am told 
there is a race of Bedouin Arabs, who like- 
wife afFe<3: to be defcended from the French. 
The Capuchin from whom I had this infor- 
mation had experienced many inflalnces of 
their partiality to his country, as had alio 
a miffionary of the fame order, who refided 
among them for fome time in much credit 
and efteem. 
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m the fine cBmate and produce- 
:m Jbutbem parts of Syria.'^ 
.Mt mdujlrums ebaroBer of the tn- 
cMtrafied with the luxury of 
^^. — The monks of Syria defcrited^'^ 
yj^mfM^ M celibacy and matrifmny: 

t#AS charmed with the beauty and fe- 
iidutjr of this climate, which, in my opi- 
^^ is in a peculiar manner what a man 
tgOP is defirous of becoming the child of 
tttfure would wifh to enjoy. In the different 
«;^ions of the globe which I hare vi£ted I 
uve found no climate equally propitious to 
the natural ftate of man with that which 
extends its mild influence over the fouthern 
parts of Syria. In the countries fituated 
between the tropics the rains fell almoft in- 
ceflantly during the fix months of fummer. 
The countries, on the contrary, a few de- 
grees without the tropics, have but little 
3 rain. 
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tain> and that only in fpring and autiunn, 
the feafons when it paffes from the cold to 
hotter regions of the earth. In Aiia, on the 
confines of Baflbra 5 in America, in the vi- 
cinity of Sartille ; as well as in the defert 
regions of Africa, I have had occafion to 
remark that a fcarcity of rain, rendering the 
foil dry and inhofpitable, gradually reduces 
it to a dead fand. I will not pretend to 
affirm, however, that from this partial ob- 
fervation any rule can be drawn which (hall 
obtain univerfally; but the fad: feems to be, 
that from the latitude of thirty to thirty- 
five degrees, the fix fummer months are 
entirely exempted from rain ; whilft in the 
fucceeding period the cold is uniformly 
moderate, and one meets with many inter- 
vals of fine weather equal to the moft beau- 
tiful days in fummer. 

In Syria a variety of grain fprings and 
comes to maturity during the winter months; 
a fad: which affords undeniable evidence of 
what I have now been afferting. I acknow- 
ledge that there are certain fpecies of trees 
which then (hed their leaves; fliU, however, 
it is true, that in the month of November I 

Vol. II. P have 
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have eaten new beans and peafe, while the 
gardens, abounding in flowers and vegeta- 
bles, continue produdtive from that mOntii 
till the opening of fummer. The particu- 
lar iituation of Syria contributes a great deal 
to the excellency of its climate. It is pn>^ 
tefted from the north wind by ah extenfivc 
ridge of lofty mountains ; it is bounded on 
the weft by the fea ; and on the eaft by the 
arid deferts of Arabia, from whofe parched^ 
and £mdy foil little vapour can arife to pro- 
duce rain. Higher Egypt, .and the coun- 
try contiguous to Lima, are both finely 
fituated ; but I believe the one and the other 
owe their dry and beautiful climates to fome 
high ridges, which intercept the progrefs of 
the clouds. In the neighbourhood of Lima 
the foil is fandy and barren, while Egypt 
owes her fertility to the induftry of her in- 
habitants, joined to the annual inundations 
of the Nile. The heat of fummer in higher 
Egypt is, befides, almoft intolerable; and 
every one knows that the Cophti as well as 
the Peruvian, groaning under the oppreflion 
of defpotifci, are highly taxed for die ad- 
vantages of their climate. 

Among 
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Among the produdlons of Syria are thpfe 
of hot as well as cold climates ; wheat, bar- 
ley, cotton, the bamy or gombeau, the oak, 
the pine, and the fycamore, all grow in a 
great degree of perfedton. The vine, the 
fig, the mulberry, the' apple, and other trees 
of Europe, are no lefs common in the gar* 
dens and orchards, than the jujubier, the 
fig-bannan, the lemon, fweet and four, the 
orange, and the fugar-cane: all the roots 
and vegetable produdions of thefe diiFerent 
climates are likewife found here in abun- 
dance. 

The rites and ceremonies of the Catholic 
church are as regularly and openly per- 
formed in the bofom of the Syrian moun- 
tains, as in Paris or at Rome^ with this 
difference, however, that as the manners of 
the people are more fimple, fo their devo- 
tion> as well as their morals, are proportion- 
ally purer in the former than in the latter. 

The induftrious charadter of the natives 
appears ia the cultivated ftate of their moun-* 
tains, many parts of which prefent the fece 
of a fine garden. Springs, judicioufly di- 
rc^cd^ water their mulberry plantations, in 
P 2 which 
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which cpnfift the wealth of the country jf 
and fuck is the fuperior quality and high 
value of the filk raifed frorti the mulberry- 
leaves, that the farmer obtains by his trees, 
at little expence and labour, a competent 
fubfiftence for his femily. Wine, oil, and 
figs, are articles from which he likewife de- 
rives corifiderable emolument. 

We do not meet here with any thing to 
compare with the riches and luxury of Eu- 
ropean nations; but as the fortuned of indi- 
viduals are lefs unequal, poverty and indi- 
gence, which confume the loweft clafs of 
the people in the fineft provinces of France, 
are altogether unknown. 

Should any perfon be defirous to know* 
where man is fubjedted to the leaft penury 
and wretchednefs, I would refer him to 
the mountains of Syria, where the refine- 
ments of luxury are indeed precluded, but 
where he would amply enjoy every thing 
necefTary to his peace and happinefs. There 
the powers of the mind are not chilled and 
exafperated by the feverities of an inhofpi- 
table climate, neither are they^debafed and" 
enervated by the fecure poffeffion of unfoli- 

citcd 
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dted abundance. Subfiftence, though eafy, 
is not, however, to be obtained without bo- 
dily labour, which only tends, however, to 
brace the nerves and ftrengthen the limbs. 
The avocations of the people are entertain- 
ing to the mind, at the fame time that they 
are beneficial to the body, and divert thepi 
from any thirft after gratifications which 
^re only neceflary to the h^ppinefs of thofe 
devoted to habits of idlenefs and intempe- 
rance. He who were to look forward to 
^ ftate of vacancy and idlenefs, as the pe- 
riod when he fliould begin to enjoy life, 
would, were he ever to attain it, probably 
|ind himfelf miferably difappointed. Mo- 
derate labour, and a temperate diet^ render- 
ing the body healthy and robuft, impart 
alfo vigour to the mind; and hence arifes 
that fine relifh for thofe innocent pleafures 
which delight the induftrioqs man after fa- 
tigue, a higher gratification than is ever ex- 
perienced by his wealthier, but more iii-r 
Solent neighbour^ 

No£te fatigatum fomnus, non cura puelfap, 
f)xcepit ; et pingui membra quiete levat. 

P 3 In 
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• they are men of regular and pious lives, and 
highly efteemed by their flocks. little in- 
debted to the emoluments of a liberal pub- 
lic eflablifliment, they earn by toil, and the. 
fweat of their brows, a fubfiftence for thejr 
wives and children. They give conftant 
attendance to the fervice of the altar, preach 
the gofpel to the poor, ag4 enforce ChriA 
tian morality by their example, to which 
the aboHtion of celibacy among them. has 
been an advantage. The attention they be- 
ilow on the education of their own families 
^mifhes an important leflfon to thoie who 
are lefs immediately under their eye. I 
have always confidered marriage as a na- 
tural duty, and coi^ftituting one of the in- 
glienable rights of mankind. 

The Uws and majpms of policy which 
prevail in the countries that were firft peo- 
pled, appear to me, in general, to be the 
beft ; buf no laws or inftitutions, how wife- 
ly foever fuggefted, ve able to reftrgin the 
dcfires pf men afllenxblcci in gre^t cities; 
in the country alone i:he traveller may 
hope to d^cover their , original meaning 
and indention. There the peaiant^ removed 

P 4 from 
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from the depraved foclety of the citisseoj^ . 
from the improper difpofal of his timej, 
and every means of corraption, implicitly 
follows the l^ws and cuf^onis of his an-j 
ccftora^ 

It is a maxim with eaflem natioiis, that 
a man fliall be bound by the obligations of 
marriage, withsut any previous acquaint- 
ance with his intended wife. Now, few 
inftitutions can immediately appear more 
whimfical and abfurd. In experience, 
however, the inconveniencies we might 
think incident to fuch a pra<£tice are not 
felt; and I am fatisfied, from all I have ob- 
ferved in the families of the mountaineerSj 
amongft whom I made it my bufmefs 
to refide, ^ that the feuds and animofi- 
ties of domeftic life are much lefs fre- 
quent there than in the countries of Eu- 
rope. It is likewife ufual in India tq 
marry at the age of eight or ten, and a 
girl is generally betrothed tQ a 'particular 
hufband at the age of three or four j and I 
repeat, that in my experience I had the 
good fortune never to meet with a finglc 
couple who feemed to have been injudi- 

cioufly 
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pioufly or unhappily paired. Educated to-^ 
gether from the years of childhood, they 
become familiar with each other's humour, 
acquire the character pf fitqation, and are 
not likely to experience in advanced life 
any thing that can reafonably give occafion 
to furprize. The hufband exercifes domi- 
nion over his companion, while fhe ufes 
with fuccefs, in her turn, h^r natural wea- 
pons of tears, gentlenefs, and fubmiiSon* 
Thus, between a couple of Afiatics, born, 
as it ihould feem, with a kind of innate 
redlitude of mind, we naturally expeft the 
moil happy and cordial union. Refpeft- 
ing the liberty of free choice, in which the 
ftrength of the argument on our fide feems 
to confift, I am afraid that in the tender 
^nd inexperienced mind there frequently 
Springs from this very fource a love of va- 
riety J for the wom^n who conceives herfelf 
entitled to chufe in one inftance, may fee 
Jittle harm in exercifing tlje fame right a 
fecond time, provided fhe happens to meet 
with another perfon whofe character is bet- 
ter fitted to engage her afFedlions, 

^ CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXIV. 

l^lnguJar opinions of the Afiatics refpeSiing (be 
fexesy and the commerce which Jhould be 
maintained betwixt them^-^Abje^ Jtate of 
the females in the nations (f the eaji.--^ 
Diverfions and purfuits of the Syrian wo^ 
men. — Tenacity of the natives of Syria in 
preferving their ancient cujioms^ — Their 
focial difiinSiipns. 

IT is an opinion pretty generally rec«ive4 
among the nations of Afia, that the mo^ 
rals of the women have a ftrong influence 
on fociety at large^ as well as on their own 
children. But they have an idea, perhaps 
a little mons peculiar to themfelves, to wit, 
that the quality and intenfity of fentiment 
in the male fex refult partly from the al« 
lurements of pleafure, partly from prejudice 
and habit, and partly from the dread of 
thofe evils which tend to the deftrudion of 
the individual. Deiire^ hope, love, hatred, 
X and. 
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and, in general, all our fentiments and ac** 
tions, depend, according to them, upon a 
felfifh principle of fear, which, in propor- 
tion as we are imprelTed with the danger of 
defeat, or the hope of vidlory; produces 
weaknefs or courage. 

But of fuch as confider fear or an inte- 
reftcd concern for our own welfare, as the 
ultimate principle of human fentiment and 
condudt, I would afk. Whether a mother's 
fondnefs for her child, as the Afiatics feem 
to believe, contains no ingredient of a 
more liberal origin than that fweet fenfa* 
tion of pleafure fhe experiences at the end 
of her labour, when fhe reflefts that her 
fufferings were occafioned by a being which 
makes . a part of herfelf, and therefore en-* 
titled to her kindeft affedions ? Muftthe • 
gradual increafe of patemai afFedtion be re- 
ferred folcly to habit, and the attachment 
one neceflarily acquires for an objedl which 
cofls fo much care and anxiety ? In the 
fame manner is the fentiment of friend(hip, 
a fentiment equally rare and valuable, to be 
refolved into habit, or the hope of deriving 
advantage from our friend ?" Are pity, cha- 
rity. 
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rity, arid beneficence, which are excited by 
^e misfortunes. of others, of no higher ac- 
count than that of a mean reflex fentiment 
on our own condition ? In a word, are mag- 
panimity, gerierpfity, and courage, nothing 
better than different modifications of the 
fame interefted principle, congratulating it- 
felf gn having efcaped thofe evils which wq 
wiih to alleviate in others ? — This fyflem is 
too humiliating to the human fpecies to hq 
founded in patijre. 

In Arabia, and in all the countries with 
which the Arabs have an intercourfe, the 
women are fubjefted to the veil, ^nd almofl 
entirely fecluded from the company of the 
men, Each fex lives apart, and in confor-? 
mity to their own humour^ ; infoniuch that 
the hufband paflfes but a fmall part qf his 
time with his wife. This cuftom is cor^fi- 
dered as extremely beneficial to both par- 
ties ; for, as the objeft of marriage is mu-- 
tual fidelity, the great danger incident to 
happinefs in that ftate is to be apprehepde(J 
from an eafy and frequent communication 
between the fexes : and as the temper and 
difpofitions of a man and his wife do not at 
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all tioies coalefce> the fcldomer they meet 
the fewer occafions will occur of domeftic 
ftrife and animofity. Hence they conclude 
that nothing can be expefted from an un- 
reftrained intercourfe betwixt the fexes, but 
exceffes of paffion in the one, danger to the 
innocence of the other, and multiplied 
caufes of contention in both. Accordingly^ 
the only perfons of different fexes who en- 
joy any (hare of focial intercourfe, are fuch 
as ftand in the neareft degrees of confan- 
guinity ; a pleafure, however, which is per- 
mitted even to them fparingly and on rare 
occafions. In many families thefe maxims 
of referve are fo ftriftly obferved, that as 
loon as boys attain the years of thirteen or 
fourteen, they are removed to a particular 
wing of the building, named Manfoul; 
which is entirely unconnected with the fe- 
male apartments. 

Men in eaftcrn nations are extremely 
jealous c^ their fuperiority over the female 
fex 5 and hence it ' is that a man feldon^ 
condefcends to eat with his wife. It is her 
bufinefs to ferve her hufband at table with 
all the care and afliduity^-of a iervant; nor 

does 
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Afia it is the fame: the iavage entertains 
no (ionverfation whatever with his wife 1 
nor does fhe prefume to he prefent at any 
of his parties. The fame are the manners 
of Syria, and indeed o^ the Afiatic conti- 
nent in generaL In the Biflayan ifles, and 
among the Marratta tribes, as well as in 
America, the fields of Indian corn are cul- 
tivated by the women alone. The Arab 
mounts his afs, and leaves his wife, vsdth 
a large bundle on her head, to follow him 
on foot. The favage fits at his eafe in 
his canoe, while his wife keeps tugging 
at the oar without murmur or complaint. 
Now it appears very remarkable that two 
people inhabiting oppofite hemifpheres of 
the globe, the one ancient and the. other 
probably modern, fliould fo flxongly refem* 
hie each other; whilft Europeans, ^t an 
equal diflancoi&om both, have manners en*i^ 
tirely different. 

In AraAkia, a numerous family is an ob^ 
je<a of great defire to both fexes. Hpnce 
an old maiden, an aged batchelor, and a 
barren woman, are regarded with a ft^ati* 
«Qent bordering on contempt. The huf? 

band 
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L^w^ccly ceafe to be Peter and Mary, 

_^ arc tlylcd henceforth the father and 

.^lI.li- of James. The father of James 

:^^iii^ to cultivate his heard, as a badge of 

id newly acquired dignity, as well as to at- 

:\jLv:t that relpedt and veneration which he 

.ciiceives n6\f due to him from the public. 

Oi this defcription, among others, are the 

Syrian Arabs. The Arabs of the Bedouin 

uibcs afTume the name of the common 

itock : hence Ben Halet, or the children 

of Halet. A title, I conceive, by which 

all the individuals of the tribe are repre-^ 

tinted as brethren, and which is at the fame 

time interefting to the mind, and extremely 

ufeful in fociety. It very fenfibly implies a 

Mciprocal obligation; in one view admo- 

aUhing the children of the duty and refpedt 

they owe to their fathers ; in another, en-- 

" the parent to maintain a kind and 

affeftionate 
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affeftionate behaviour towards children 
whofe names it is his glory to bear. 

From the extreme referve maintained 
between the fexes, we are not to expedl in 
the circles of Syria that gaiety of manners, 
or highly feafbned though fuperficial con- 
verfation^ to which, in different countries of 
Europe, a conftant and anxious defire of 
pleafing the women have given occafion. The 
youth, in the moft lively period of life, are 
all equally ferious in their deportment and 
converfation ; fupporting a fobriety of man- 
ners which gradually increafes as they ad- 
vance in years. They fpeak little, and 
never lofe fight of the objed: they had firft 
in view. A total want of vivacity, the ha- 
bit of fmoking, which gives occafion to 
frequent paufes, and that of ftroaking their 
beards and handling a kind of chaplet, al- 
low them time to confider and digeft 
their queftions and replies. In converfa- 
tion they are fhort and energetic, propor- 
tioning the number oF their words to 
the nature of the fubjedt ; hence a pecu- 
liar charadteriftic of their language, which, 
if I may prefume to form an opinion on 

Vol. IL Q^ the 
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...p: I WaS able to acquire 

.^vce in this country, is 

/ ^' irA expreflive in the 

. V ,:re never introduced as a 

. .:c:on; nay, they even pafs 

* iiiicut obtaining the fmalleil 

. w ir.cn. The places they are 

..{uciit are deemed facred and 

. -ikI a man v/ould feel himfelf 

.A^ iliould be accufed of having 

.'. Uilutcd a woman in public. 

., I knov/, confider thefe eafteni 

s the rcfult of gloomy jca- 

. . ; rather regard them as the 

.V N of a punvftilious delicacy rela- 

iw point of honour in the fex, 

. .iii:ig to the maxims of Afia, are 

^•.'v»icd to have any acquaintance 

kU, except in the peribn of cne in- 

...1. The Vr'omcn, neverthelcfs, con- 

V) pafs the time agreeably by them- 

. . and as the fole object of their par- 

. amufemcnt, little afreded by any 

uKiit that can give cccaiion to latent 

^ *hey probably cxpci-ience more real 

* gaiety 
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gaiety of heart than the fair European, 
who, in the midft of her crowded and 
promifcuous aflemblies, is often liable to 
be difturbed by envy, jealoufy, and refent- 
ment. With a mind eafy and unembar- 
raffed, the Afiatic feems to move in a 
fphere which affords a finer relifh for the 
fociety and enjoyment of her companions. 
She receives the vifits of her friends in 
her own apartments, while the garden, 
the bath, and the tomb, are ' the places of 
her public refort. This Oriental cuftom 
of frequenting the tombs, is a ftrong proof 
of female fenfibility ; the mind being nicely 
fufceptible of impreffions, but at the fame 
time endowed with a peculiar verfatility 
of reflection, has ftamped its own image 
on this kind of affembly. Upon their ar- 
rival at the grave of a deceafed friend, 
they give full vent to the forrow and an- 
guifh of their bofoms ; aftprwards they 
gradually enter into converfation, which 
takes a ferious, gay, or even ludicrous 
turn, according to their different charac- 
ters. After all, a good heart may here find 
relief; and many, I have no doubt, profit by 
0^2 the 
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the leflbns of moral inftrudlion they receive 
at th? grave, however extraordinary the 
cuftom itfelf may appear to ftrangers. 

The natives of this country are ex- 
tremely tenacious of ancient cuftoms; a 
circumftaiice which will account for the 
many veftiges we ftill trace of the manners 
and lifages of the ancient patriarchs. The 
tanoar, or cylindrical oven, employed in 
baking their cakes, and the tantoura, or 
filver cone, a kind of head-drefs worn by 
the women among the Drufes, are evident- 
ly the fame with the Jewifli oven a;nd Ju- 
dith's mitre. The manners of Abraham 
and his family may be traced in the ha- 
bits and purfuits of the Bedouin fhepherds, 
who, fince the age of Laban, have led 
about their flocks during the day, and fold- 
ed them in the evening. The flyle of the 
Arabic language in our own times is the 
fame with that of the Old Teftament, a 
famenefs which could only have been 
preferved by an anxious attachment to the 
modes and cuftoms of their progenitors. 

Being originally defcended from v^-ander- 
ing tribes, they are at little pains to adorn 

their 
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their houfes ; and the difFenent articles of 
their furniture are fo contrived as to be 
eafily packed up for the convenience of 
travellings Riding is of all exercifes 
that of vsrhich they are moft paffionately 
fdnd. In their perfons they are clean, fo- 
her and fimple in their manners, and en- 
tire ftrangers to luxury. The pompous 
and arrogant genius of the Turk has beea 
communicated in no degree to the inhabi-^ 
tants of this country, 'whofe courage and 
virtuous fimplicity have hitherto bid de- 
fiance to the fetters of a defpotic mafter., 
They are, however, felfifh, and fometimes, 
though rarely, fraudulent towards the 
French, who, they infift, ought to pay them 
a certain tribute in confideration of that 
commerce they are permitted to carry on 
in their harbours. The extreme difference 
they, befides, difcover between the man- 
ners of France and thofe of Syria, difpofes 
them to look down on the natives of the 
former country with difdain. 

In Syria we find four orders of men 

pnlv; firft^t princes; fecondly, lords and 

Q^ 3 governors ^ 
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vrhich, confidering the circumftances of the 
country, more effeiSually reftrains violence 
than the operation of the feverefl laws for 
the punifliment of crimes. If the Arab 
ihews a conftant deference towards the per- 
fon of his chief, it is on account of quali- 
ties really ufeful to the tribe ; but as in all 
ranks, manners, drefs, and the fare of the 
table, are extremely fimilar, it is difficult 
en ordinary occafions to diftinguifli one or- 
der of men from anoflier. Every one is 
acquainted with the high pedigree of an 
Arabian chieftain, who, neverthelefs, in 
his affability and condefcenlion to his in- 
feriors, forms a flriking contraft to the 
upflart nobility of modern nations. The 
prince, the lord, and the peafant, fit down 
to the fame table, enter familiarly into 
converfation, and light their pipes at the 
fame taper, under as little ceremony and 
conflraint as we exped: to meet with in the 
fociety of brothers. Laflly, men in all 
conditions of life eat, fleep, and work 
together ; infomuch that I have often mif- 
taken a lord for a peafant, and a peafant for 
a prince ; the fuperior beauty of his horfe, 
0^4 and 
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\ o to become better ac- 

.-vi with the natives of the 

..i.:::<, I propofed to give them 

. . .*! my time, and particularly 

., i^cople called Drufes; mean- 

,i^nvcd to pay my refpedts once 

.ny friends the Maronites of 

..:, and accordingly my firft ftage 

.;iitoura. From thence I continued 

^ towards Agoufta, where I hoped 

to 
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to have had the honour of meeting with 
the patriarch of Antioch. At Aintoura 
I faluted my friend the fuperior of the 
jefuits, who earneftly requefted me to pafs 
fome time at the convent; hut I excufed 
myfelf, and went to fleep at Baruth, 

Next day, having fet out for a place 
named Abey, fituated among the Drufes, 
I crofled the plain of Baruth diagonally, 
and travelled three leagues fouthward. In 
the vicinity of the town this plain is plant- 
ed with mulberry- trees. I came foon after 
to a beautiful foreft of pines in a quin- 
cunxial form, clofe to a little Arabian en- 
campment, Pafling a dry defart foil ^with 
fome olive-trees, and a few plantations of 
the mulberry-tree, I arrived at a large 
village named Chouifah, near the foot of 
a mountain, the refidence and patrimonial 
inheritance of an obfcure emir. Keeping 
this village on the left, I afcended by a 
long and fteep path, and pafled another 
^arge village on the right. Here the travel- 
ler croffes feveral mountains, and having 
afcended to a confiderable height, finds 
a largQ village named Aramon, containing 

a caftle 
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Jng fpace between the village and the 
Mediterranean. From this lofty ridge the 
* eye commands a view of Sidon and Baruth, 
with their adjacent plains. The defcent 
to the fecond flight is formed by a fmall 
ridge or Afs's Back, on each fide of which 
is a little valley at the bottom of a very 
high and fleep precipice : both valiies are 
watered by a copious rivulet of fine water, 
fupplied by the fprings in the neighbour- 
hood of Abey. Thefe fprings are of great 
ufe in watering the fides of the mountain's, 
which, notwithftanding their very abrupt 
defcent, arc drefiTed in an amphitheatrical 
form, and planted with the mulberry-tree. 
There are likewife five or fix other fprings 
in this diflirift, on the confines of which 
the traveller finds fquare plantations of the 
walnut-tree. 

I fixed my head quarters in a Capuchin 
convent, from the fuperior of which I met 
with kindnefs and hofpitality. This con- 
vent overlooks five or fix highland villages, 
in which I fpent the greater part of my 
time ; and as the principal objed of this ex- 
f urfion was to obferve the manners of a 

people 
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of many painful and difficult excurfions 
ovelr the diftant hills. 

During my abode in this country I af- 
lifted at feveral funerals, Drufan as well as 
Chriftian ) Ceremonies which, with a little 
difference in the form of their prayers, arc 
in other refpeds extremely fimilar. In a 
few hours after he expires, the deceafed is 
laid out under a tent, dreffed in his ordinary 
apparel and warlike accoutrements; and 
the more devout Drufes, concerning whom 
it is my intention to fpeak, place likewife 
a pious book in his hands. The women 
haften from all quarters, in order to feat 
themfelves around the corpfe, and to bedew 
it with their tears ; while the men, after 
making the vallies to refound with the 
moft difnial cries and lamentations, as a 
iignal to the adjacent villages of the event 
that has happened, remain in deep filence 
at a fmall diftance from the tent. In a 
little time the friends of the deceafed come 
flocking from their refpedtive villages ; and 
as foon as they are perceived at the tent, 
the neareft relations take up the body, and 
fet off^ to meet them. Having joined their 

acquaintances. 
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acquaintances, they carry the corpfe (but a€ 
fonie diftance from the houfes) round the vil- 
lage, expreffing the moil clamorous regret by 
cries and groans, waving their handkerchiefs 
in the air, and gefticulating with their 
bodies in a violent manner. The corpfe 
is now returned to the tent, where the 
women refume. their former fituation, re-- 
peating, however, their part of the cere- 
mony at every new arrival of friends. Thus 
the dead body lies in a kind of ftate till 
next morning, when the inhabitants of the 
village, Chriftians as well as Drufes, aflem- 
ble, and having laid it on a bier, carry it 
out before the door in profound filence. 
Here a Catholic or Drufan prieft, accord- 
ing to the religion of the defunft, begins 
the ferVice, which confifts of a number 
of prayers, recited in a low tone of voice. 
The preparations for the departure of the 
bier are accompanied with the moft doleful 
howling and even refiftance of the women, 
who feem unable to brook a final feparation. 
Meanwhile the men continue with mourn- 
ful gravity as paffive fpe(3ators. At length 
the principal mourners retire weeping and 

inconfblable 
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inconfolable into the houfe, when it is 
the bufinefs of the men to condud: the 
deceafed to his grave. When the funeral 
is over, the ftrangers are invited by the 
inhabitants of the village to their feveral 
houfes, where, while they commemorate 
the virtues of the dead, they entertain 
their guefts in the beft manner they are 
able- 

' I now paid a vifit to the town of Dair-el- 
Kamar, lituated hear the banks of the 
Thamour, and on the fide of a mountain 
oppofite to that on which ftands the village 
of Abey. - I pafled the river by a bridge 
built partly over a cruft of petrified clay, 
which prefents to the view of the traveller 
rocks that had been immerfed in the mud, 
and tracks occafioned by runs of water pre- 
vioufly to the period of its petrifaction. 
El-Kamar is well fupplied with excellent 
water, and ftands at leaft equally high with 
the village of Abey, but is more difficult 
of accefs. The palaces or feraglios, which 
belong to the emirs of the reigning family, 
are fine buildings; the churches are hand- 

foqie. 



otiK* ;uni built in good tafte; and the 
'H)aiciy uf tothc cheiks and commandants 
have large and convenient apartments ; but 
the reft of the town confifts of m^n and 
ill-conftru<aed habitations. The Drufes do 
not exceed one half of the inhabitants, 
while the remainder are all Maronites and 
Greek Catholics; for, owing to the zeal 
and induftry of the Capuchin miflionaries, 
who in the courfe of twenty years have 
reilored to the communion of the Ro- 
mifli church nearly three-fourths of the 
nation, there are at prefent only a very 
few fchifmatic Greeks in thefe parts. 
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C H A I^. XXVIi 

Government and political regulations of the 
Land of Souf. — Sagacity of the grand emir 
of T!urkey in dividing the interejis of the 
theiks or governors. — ^tate of 'warfare be* 
twixt the different tribes. — Their inveterate 
hatred to fir angers. — Regulations of inter '^ 
nal policy'. 

THE mountains foiith of the river 
Thamdur are named the Land of 
Souf, though Dair-el-Kamar is in this 
diftridt, and the ordinary refidence of the 
emirs. As many of the emirs, however, 
have removed to Baruth, they are by no 
means fo powerful, or of fo much confe- 
quence here, as upon the northern parts pf 
the river. A great cheik in the country of 
Souf frequently eludes the honi^ige which 
he owes to the authority of the g^rand emir* 
The third and laft diviiion of the mountains 
is inhabited by cheiks of tolerably re|;ular 
Vai.,11. R and 
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and quiet manners, as well as by two fami- 
lies of emirs, who are proprietors of a very 
conliderable territory. The Chriftian cheiks, 
or the defcendants of the houfe of Gazen, 
who are the great lords of Quefrouan, 
though poflefled of a large and populous 
country, give little interruption to the 
emir's government. The fadt feems to 
be, that the cheiks being extremely nu- 
merous, but broken into fmall branches, 
are incapable of uniting in one body, and 
confequently of forming or executing any 
premeditated plan of oppofition to his au- 
thority; a circumftance, the advantages 
accruing from which to his tranquillity 
have not cfcaped the fagacity of the grand 
emir, who, by fowing diflerition and jea- 
loufy among their different members, is 
enabled to preferve the balance of power 
in his own hands, and to prevent the cheiks 
entering into any dangerous combination 
againft him. 

The forms of legal procedure within 
thefe mountains are extremely fimple. 
The cheik adminifters juftice to the inha- 
bitants of his own village; but in termi- 
nating 
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hating their fuits, particularly thofe of a 
civil nature, he afts for the greater part 
as an arbiter or umpire between the par- 
ties. If the perfons concerned either de- 
cline his jurifdidion, or refufe to acquiefce 
in Jbis decree, he may appeal to the court 
of the grand emir, who, except in actions 
of property fituated in Quefrouan, and 
holding of the houfe of Gazen, or be- 
longing to inferior emirs poflefling an ex- 
clufive jurifdidlion over their own eftates, 
is the ultimate and fupreme judge- The 
adminiftration of juftice, owing to the 
weak ftate of civil authority, is by no means 
fevere ; and hence the judge feldom at- 
tempts to execute a more rigorous fentence 
than that of quartering troops on the delin- 
quent^ or burning his mulberry-plantations^ 
The apprehenlion of offenders is attended 
^vith fuch danger and difficulty, as to ren- 
der the inflidlion of corporal punifliment 
extremely rare* A mountaineer is never 
feeft without the walls of his cottage un- 
provided with a dagger or fabre; and if he 
propofes to go to any confiderable diftance 
from home, he, is armed likewife with a 

R 2 gun 
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gun and piftols. By the maxims of a la\^ 
which cuftom has eftablifhed, a man is 
warranted to repel force by force, and to 
redrefs his own wrongs in the beft manner 
he can ; and therefore whoever conceives 
himfelf infulted, difpatches his antagonift 
the moment he finds an opportunity of 
levelling his piece at him, with as little 
concern as he would kill a woodcock. 

A man who gives his daughter in mar- 
riage to any but one of his own relations 
is coniidered as bringing reproach on him- 
felf and his tribe: and I have been told that 
fuch as have ventured to tranfgrefs this rule 
of family alliance have been difpatched by 
the dagger, before the confummation of 
the nuptials. Families of the fame blood 
entertain the moft clannifh attachment, 
infomuch that whoever offers an injury 
or affront to one, is held to be in a ftate 
of hoftility with the whole tribe. la a cri- 
minal accufation, befides the protedion de- 
rived to the offender from the combined 
force of his own kindred, if he dreads an 
obflinate profecution on the part of the 
family offended, or at the inflance of the 

grand 
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grand emir, and is apprehenfive that all the 
power of his friends will be unable to 
avail him, he retires under the proteftion 
of fome cheik or inferior emir, who, in 
order to avoid the infamy he would incur 
by violating the rules of hofpitality, flielters 
him from the purfuit of his enemies. 

The emirs and cheiks who are not 
related to the reigning family, are not 
entitled to take into their fervice and pay, 
any but the vaiTals and retainers on their 
own eftates. But whoever is defcended 
from the family of the grand emir may 
make levies all over the mountains ; a cir- 
cumftance ^which tends greatly to circum- 
fcribe the emir's authority whenever a dif?- 
pute happens between him and any of 
Jiis relations. Meanwhile it is the poli- 
cy and conftant bufinefs of th? 3aiha tp 
create and foment fuch diflentions, no lefs 
with a view to weaken thp authority of the 
emir's government, than, by becoming at 
laft the umpire of their quarrels, to afford 
himfelf an opportunity of extorting prefents 
from both parties, The differences which 
pccafionally arife between the emirs and 

R 3 cheiks 
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cheiks are never of equally ferious confe-9 
quenceswith thofe between individual fa^iiT 
lies. The recruits which both parties bring 
into the field confift of men who have na 
ftronger motive to adtion than their own ca- 
price, or the ties of acquaintance, to prefer 
the pay of one emir or cheik to that of 
another. As branches, of the fame family 
are fometimes fcattered in ffeparate villages, 
and fubjedt to different chiefs, it frequent- 
ly happens that the father and fon find 
themfelves oppofed to each other. The two 
armies, however, thus compofed, are al- 
ways fufficiently careful not to fhed the 
blood of their friends, out of compliment 
to their leaders. The chief mifchief to be 
apprehended in fuch fituations, is a great 
deal of clamour, riot^ and confufion. As 
foon as the armies are in prefence of each 
other, the cheiks and heads of the pea- 
fantry deliver their fentiments upon the 
matter; and as every one thinks himfelf 
entitled to a fhare in 'the admiiiiftration of 
affairs, the troops in general canviafs the 
grounds of the difpute in their turn. If 
the popular opinion happens to he in fa- 
I; vour 
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vour of a pacification, it is intimated by 
the cheiks to the comnianders in chief, who 
commonly find it expedient to accede to 
the terms didtated by their retainers, fiut 
ihould the terms of accommodation, infift- 
ed upon by the parties, be fo widely dif- 
ferent as to preclude all hopes of accom- 
modation, the congrefs breaks up, and after 
committing fpme devaftation on the ene- 
my's mulberry-plantations, every man re- 
turns to his own houfe, fatisfied with what 
he has performed. The peafant, there- 
fore, befides having had an opportunity of 
difplaying his military talents, pockets the 
pay of the emir for his ferviceSj^ and returns 
to his plough, the only perfon benefited 
by the campaign. 

But if their inteftine quarrels are tame 
and inofFenfive, the wars they wage againft 
ftrangers are proportionally fanguinary and 
fierce; and hence that terror with which 
they are regarded by all around them. "Va- 
rious inftances render the faft undoubted, 
that a mountaineer undertakes aflaflination 
at the command of the emir, and frequently 
gpes alone, and in cold blood, to execute 
R 4 hi$ 
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his purpofc on the devpted vidim, whether 
in the city or the camp. A Drufan fpme 
time fince ftabbed the Aga of the cuftom^ 
at Sidon, in the prefence of his clerks^^ 
whilft the friend of the alTaffin, a Marpnitejj 
ftpod at the gate of the town with a piftpl 
in one hand and a fabre in the other, in or- 
fler to cover the ^murderer's retreat. 

The money pr tribute payable to the 
jGrand Signior is levied by the emir frpni 
the cheiks, who apportion it in their turn 
on their refpedive villages, and cpUedt it 
from individuals by a fair aflfeffment. But 
in fuch villages as hold diredlly pf the 
grand emir, this tax is impofed by a rat? 
fixed in an aflembly of the inhabitants. It 
is competent to thefe aflemblies to delibe- 
rate and decide on all bufinefs pf nationa][ 
concern, fuch as public repairs, and the bell 
methods of improving and cultivating the 
foil. The taxes are inconfiderable, and im- 
pofed with ftri(9: impartiality, according tq 
every man's property in land or cattle. The 
wealth of the people at large confifts chiefly 
in goats, which occafion no expence, and 
but little attention; for fuch is the ge** 
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^ial warmth of thi§ clicaate, that at one de- 
gree of elevation^ or another, in thefe re- 
gions, the inhabitants are aflured of fine 
tmfture at all feafons of the year. 



C H A P. XXVII. 

Various particulars refpeBing the cujioms and 
religious tenets of the inhabitants of the land 
ofSouf — The Author returns to Baruth^ 
and afterwards vifts Mafra and fever al 
other villages in the province of ^efrouan. 
^ Comparifon betwixt the manners and prin^ 
ciples of the Greeks and Arabs. 

ONE half of the inhabitants m the land 
of Souf are Ghriftians ; a third are 
Catholic Greeks ; and the reft Maronites. 
The fchifmatic Greeks are fo inconfiderable 
jb number as to be of little confequence. 
In the other diftrids of thefe mountains 
one half of the ^people are of the fed: of 
Maronites, with very few either of fchif- 
piatic or Catholic Greeks ; the other half 

are 
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are compofed of Drufes, divided into two 
claffes: the firft have no other religion than 
that of nature; while the fecond, named 
Acquelle or fpiritual Drufes, are the votaries 
of a religion, the principles of which are 
altogether unknown. The honour of be- 
longing; to this clafs is not to be attained 
by birth, but by a life of fimplicity, inno- 
cence, and religious penitence. Its votaries 
appear drefTed in black, or in a ftriped gar- 
ment black and white, wear a white tur- 
ban, but of a modeft form, and are not al- 
lowed, by the rules of their order, to carry 
amis, except when all the cheiks take the 
field, or in cafes of the greateft emergency. 
Dreading to become acc^ffaries to the guilt 
of thofe who may have acquired property 
by unjuft or unfair me^ns, they never e^t 
with, nor will receive a prefent, but from 
men of the moft irreproachable charafters. 
Much of their time is fpent in reading the 
five books of Mofes, which in Arabic are 
named Taura, and at ftated times they af- 
femble to pray in their oratories ; but what 
thefe oratories contain I neither had an op- 
portunity of examining myfelf, nor of learn,- 

ing 
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ing from others. On the days allotted to 
prayer and the fervices &f the oratory, they 
keep watch upon the neighbouring hills to 
the diftance of half a league all around. In 
houfes, named caloui, fituated on the tops of 
the moft fteep and inacceffible rocks, and in 
' the vicinity of their villages, the moft. de-r 
vout of this order fhut themfelves up for 
feveral weeks together. Some, I was aflured, 
admit penitents to auricular confeffion, whole 
fins urge them to feek confolation in the ex- 
ercife of this Chriftian privilege. The me- 
mory of thofe Acquelle who die, as they 
exprefs it, in the fweet odours of holinefs, is 
held in the deepeft veneration, while their 
bodies have the honour t6 be depofited in 
the little oratory. They praftice great au- 
fterities, fy&xngy prayer, and an entire abfti- 
nence from every fpecies of pleafure. One 
exaiiiple I had occafion to obferve in a fpi- 
ritual at Abcy, who fubfifted on bread and 
water alone. In this village is the body of 
an ancient Drufari, an objed: of great vene- 
ration over the whole country. The Ac- 
quelle enter our churches with a modeft, 
collected, and refpeclful deportment, and in 

this 
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tius particukr let an example to all Chrif- 
ciuiis; chough it mail be allowed that the 
Chriilians of the£b parts have a much more 
devout behaviour at divine worfhip than is 
always to be met with in Europe. In fine, 
many of the Acquelle fecm to attend 'with 
latis£ii3ion to the truths of the gofpel ; but 
the fear of ridicule, and the forfeiture of their 
goods, prefcnt great difficulties to their con- 
verfion. Hence the reafon why the labours of 
our Capuchin miflionaries, who, by their zeal, 
the purity of their manners, and particularly 
their ikill in the pradice of medicine, are 
highly refpe<fled in this country, have been 
of £o little avail. The purity and piety of 
their lives, however, procuring them accefsi 
to the firft families, feveral of the emirs* 
wives have been converted to thfi Chriflian 
£uth. The converfion of the mothers has 
kd to die baptifin of fome of their chil- 
dren, with the confent of the emir himfeli]^ 
who from his high rank is in a condition to 
deipife the cenfure and reproach of his 
neighbours. I have fome reafon to believe 
that there are emirs who would have little 
pbjciSion to be baptife^ thcmfelves, provided 

the 
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the court of Rome, in confideration of in- 
ward conformity. Would difpenfe with their 
obfervancc of the external rites of the 
church. 

The other clafs of Drufes is extremely 
rude and uninformed; and though fome 
of them are faid to worfliip the true God, 
they may be confidered in general as hav- 
ing no fixed religious opinions whatever, 
I am told they fometimes. read the Taura, 
or books of Mofes ; but I can only fay, from 
my own obfervation, that in their perfons 
and deportment they are much more bar- 
barous and uncultivated than either the 
Chriftians or their more pious brethren 
the Acquelle. Among thefe Drufes, how- 
ever, I have known men of very good cha- 
rafter. They value thcmfelves highly on 
their perfonal courage ; and I am not furfe 
that my bad opinion of their morals may 
not proceed from prejudice and their out- 
ward appearance. ^' 

That very extcnfive valley ftretching in 
length from Sidon to the river Ibrahim, in 
breadth from the fea to Beca, and iituated 
between the mountains of the Drufes and 

thofc 
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jij ;^A Damiucusy prrpcrly named And- 
. .oauu6, 1:} whollv lodcr the dominion of 
jc ^raiid cunir. The tribes inhabiting the 
LUiury between Sidon and the river Tha- 
aour are braTe, well made in their per- 
'jRSy and confiderably civilized. From the 
Thamour all the way to the province of 
Quefrouan the charafter of the people is 
more rude and ferocious. The natives of 
Quefrouan are lefs arrogant, but impatient 
of ftrangers, and addidled to revenge. Laft* 
]y, in the country above Quefrouan, known 
by the name of Anti-Quefrouan, the man- 
ners of the people are ftill more coarfe and 
lavage ; and thus I was able to diftingui(h 
four different fhades of charader in the na- 
tives of thefe mountains. Except, how- 
ever, in certain peculiarities, the manners 
of the country in general are very much 
the fame. Although a ftranger, I lived in 
their villages without the leaft apprehen- 
fion either of robbery or aflaffination ^ and, 
during the three months I pafled at Abey, 
flept in a garden near the great road, with*^ 
out wall or fence of any kind, and without 
nieeting with the fmallefl diflurbance. 

I had 
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1 had eafy accefs to the fociety of twelve 
villages in the neighbourhood. Near that 
of Roche- maya I was fhewn the enormous 
fragment of a mountain, which, undermin- 
ed, in procefs of time had rolled down 
into a valley watered by the Thamour. A 
village and feveral little hamlets lay buried 
under the ruins, and the courfe of the cur- 
rent was for fome time completely inter- 
rupted; but the river gradually wafhing 
away the loofe and earthy parts of the mafs, 
at length recovered its ufual channel. 

I now quitted my abode in this part of 
the country, in order to make a fecond 
vifit to Mafra-Cafan de Bian, which, as I 
had occafion to mention in my firft ex- 
pedition, is fituated at the foot of the 
higheft mountain in Quefrouan ; I there- 
fore proceeded to Baruth, and after vifiting 
my acquaintances at Aintoura and Jelton, 
foon joined my good friend the paftor of 
* Mafra, where, though in the end of June, 
I found the houfes ftill occupied by the 
filk-worm, which fupplies the general and 
moft lucrative objed: of commerce in thefe 



regions. 
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I likewifc vifitcd a village named Beci 
Touta, whofe cheik the preceding year had 
condudted me to view the infcription of 
Elfogra: he was very happy to fee me^ 
and under his protedlion I went to vifit a 
handfome female convent of Greek Catho- 
lics. This building was 6re(3:ed by a rich 
merchant of Damafcus, who after fmarting 
long under the yoke of Turkifli fervitudc, 
had retired to pafs the evening of his life 
in the quiet of thefe mountains. I faw 
alfo, in a fequeftered corner of the fame 
diftridt^ the eflates of the Befconta emirs> 
who are efteemed men of great power and 
confequence. 

Having now made a coniiderable ftajT 
in this part of Alia, and being inclined to 
pafs into Europe without lofs of time, I 
proceeded diredtly to St. Jean d'Acre, a port 
much frequented by the trading fhips o£ 
Marfeilles. 

At Baruth, Sidon, and ftill more at this 
place, I made acquaintance with families 
of Greek origin, whofe manners are by 
no means equally pure with thofe of the 
Arabs, and whofe minds, formed to all that 
2 delicacy 



BV SEA AND LAND. H^y 

delicacy, art, and fubtlety difcoverable in 
the refinement of their language, arc far 
ftom being agreeable to my fentiments. 
In exchange for the honeft heart, manly 
good fenfe, and naive vivacity, of. the Arab, 
though at times a little ferocious in his 
temper, I could find nothing in them but 
the ftudied levity of a deceitful and inte- 
refted mind. This led me to make a brief 
comparifon betvsreen the different races of 
Untutored men I had had an opportunity of 
feeing in the courfe of my travels; and 
having, confidered them in their manners, 
the entire freedom of their fituation, and ' 
their peculiar vigour both of mind and 
body, I am^ obliged to hefitate betw^een 
the Arab and American favage-: perhaps,; 
however, the principles of adtion in the , 
former ought to throw the fcale in his 
favour, in preference to any other defcrip-. 
tion of men whatever. The pleafant and 
dexterous genius of the Biflayan Indians, 
the fuavity of manners inherent in the na- 
tives of India, and that goodnefs of heart 
common to all thefe fimple people, united 
to the fuperior excellency of their climate 
Vol. II. S and 
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and foil, give them many advantages in my 
mind over the condition of Europeans, whe-> 
ther confidercd with regard to coimtry, cli- 
mate, or manners. 



C II A P. XXVIII. 



The Author embarks at St. Jean d" Acre for 
Marfcilics. — "The vejjel touches at Limba^ 
a Turkijh port^ where Jhe is in datiger of 
being detained. ^^The contempt in which thi 
French^ and other European merchants, in 
the 'Turkijh ports, are held by the Turks, 
accomitcd for. — After touching at Tunis, 
the Author at length reaches Marfeilles. 

SETTING lail for Marfcilks in th<5 
end of Jane 1 771, we bore away for 
the illand of C}^prus ; which having coaft^ 
cd with a wcflcrly, and confequently a con- 
trary wind, prevalent in thofe parts during 
the fummcr months, we flretcfaed north- 
\N^rd in order to catch the bceeze fhun that 

qoarter* 
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quarter, and accordingly found it on the 
coaft of Caramania* It is to be obferved, 
that I had experienced a~ weft wind ever 
fincc my departure from Surat; a wind 
which blows generally, during the fummer 
ieafbn, from the line all the way to the 
ifland of Candia; generally I fay, for we 
mufl: except certain intervals, in which the 
land breeze prevails. As foon as we came 
upon the coaft of the gulph of Satalia^ wc 
iaw a fmall veflel, which, getting into our 
wake, bore down upon us with full faiL 
We were apprehenfive flie might prove one 
of thofe piratical cruizers, which the Ruf- 
fian and French armed (hips had driven 
from the Archipelago into thofe parts; 
and diough we obferved only one man on 
board, who was at the helm, we fired a 
{hot; but fhe periifted in her courfe, and it 
was not till wc had repeated our falute that 
ihe at laft chofe to ftieer off. 

As wc approached the fouthern coaft of* 
^ iiland of Rhodes^ finding we were in 
want of water, we touched at an out-port 
Batned Limba from an adjacent village* 
About half way from the top of a moun-i 

S 2 tajia 
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•tain in its vicinity fland the ruins of two 
forts, wrhich were anciently built by the 
knights of Rhodes. We were fupplied 
with water and frefh provifions from the • 
Grecian villages ; but I could not help con- 
ftantly comparing the refined Greek with 
the hardy Arabian ; the Greek's cruel fer- 
vitude under the Turk, with that high* 
fpirited freedom and independence which 
cleave to the unpollflied but manly life of 
the Arab ; the^ polifhed addrefs, nice food, 
imart apparel, and neat apartments of the 
fonner, with the coarfe and rude ftate of all 
thofe articles that fall to the fhare of the 
latter -, and was upon the whole confirmed, 
that in all focieties of men, a high ftate of ci- 
vilization and refinement are certain prefages 
of approaching decline. I obferved with 
fincere concern how widely thofe two races 
of men differ, from each other in their no- 
tions of happinefs, the objedt of their joint 
purfuit. The Greek is gay, but felfifli; 
poor, and yet nice in, every thing that re- 
lates to the gratification of his appetites. 
The Arab jis lively and generous, equally 
poor with the Greek ; but has few wants 
.X ."^ :. that 
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that can occafion him a moment's pain or 
inquietude. What an extreme difFerence 
between thefe two nations ! and how badly 
calculated the one to attain real happinefs, 
compared with the other ! The moft mi- 
fcrablc of the two, however, paffes his days 
amidft all the advantages of an indulgent 
Iky ; whilft the other roams the jface of a 
naked defert, which in many refpedts is 
unjpropitious to the contented enjoyment of 
life. 

Perceiving fymptoms of fufpicion in the 
Turks that we had come hither in order to 
procure provifions for the Ruffian fhips, 
we made hafte to get again under weigh ; 
and, indeed, we had no fooner got clear 
of the bay, than we obferved a veffel near 
the fhore, ftealing towards us with little 
fail. She prefently difcovered by our mo- 
tions that (he had not efcaped our obfer^ 
vation, and therefore, fetting all her can- 
vafs, inftantly gave us chace. As we would 
not betray our apprehenfions of danger, we 
hoifted our flag and pendant ; but the ene- 
my, which proved to be a chebec with 
Turkifh colours, probably miftaking us for 

S3 a fhip 
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a fhip of war, when (he came a little 
nearer fuddenly bore away, a circunxftance 
which gave us no fmall fatiafadtion : for, 
had we been viiited, as a part of our cargo 
confifted of rice, contrary to an ordinance 
of the Porte, we muft have been carried 
back to the ifland of Rhodes, where it is 
difficult to fay how long we might have 
been detained. 

I was extremely forry to obferve the very ^ 
little regard entertained by the Turks foy^ 
Europeans >in general, and particularly for 
the French* The confideration of what 
might have been the iiTue of our being 
attacked and captured by this chebec na- 
turally led me to ^thefe refl^ftionsi and I 
brought under review what I hftd leawied 
from others, as well as what I had ob|erve4 
myfelf, refpedting our coqimerce and fap* 
tories in Syria, and oth^t parts of the 
Levant. I am perfuaded, that befides t^Q 
difference of religion and manners fuhfift- 
ing between us and the Afiatics, which 
neceflarily gives occafion to a mutual 
eftrangement, the condudt of the French, 
in thofe countries contributes ftill more 

tQ 
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to leffcn our conf^cjuence in the eftimation 
of the Turks. 

I obferved that our merchants in the 
fca-ports of the Levant are often obliged 
Ito haften their commercial tranfaiStions 
in order to fatisfy the demands of their 
!]^uropean correfpondents ;-T-that they con- 
^d\i& themfelves with little method or ilea- 
dinefs in their engagements with the na- 
tives, whofe uniform accuraxry in bufinefs 
forms a ftriking contrail to the giddi- 
0cfe and levity of the European merchant ; 
^ — that the Turkiih governors, from 4n ex- 
treme intimacy which fublifts between 
them and the merchants, are but too well 
acquainted with their commercial as well 
^s private affairs, and hence have it in 
their power to thwart fuch fchemes and 
fpeculatidns of the conful and company 
2B may not coincide with their own views; 
^-that certain favoured houfes, named lara- 
tairesy make themfelves fubfervient to the 
finifter policy of the bafha refped:ing mo- 
nojx)lies, pradiices to which he finds him- 
felf invited by the meannefs and fervility 
pf the merchants ; while he is thence em- 
boldened 
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. >^:iir reafonable requefts 

■y rind it expedient, I 

it it is always improper 

. ... \z to make prefents to the 

. . even to aflift him with mo- 

> of emergency; but I main- 

uc the merchant ought to poflefs 

. ' .L degree of fpirit and independence 

'.>ould ^nable him to refift thofe loans, 

' iich are equivalent to extortion, and 

\.\c no other objedl than the gratification 

. f oiiicial avarice. Good offices, feafonably 

.laJ frankly beftowed, are no lefs formed 

to engage the gratitude and efteem of a 

high-minded people like the Turks, than 

tbrvices, originating in fear, and performed 

in a fneaking and defpicable manner, are 

fitted tp excite their contempt. 

The French have a certain number of 
Ihips conftantly employed in the Levant 
as carriers for the Turkifh merchants. 
But I am doubtful whether the pro- 
fits returned by this branch of traffic 
into the national coffers can be iaid to 
be equivalent to the defertion of our 
feameo^ the corruption of their manners^ 

and 
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and that lofs of reputation which, by be- 
coming the hirelings of ftrangers, we fuftain 
as a kingdom, in the eftimation of the 
Turks. Whatever might be the fentiments 
of a Dutchman or Ragufan upon a point 
in which intereft and honour are fo much 
at variance, I am confident no Englifhman 
or Spaniard would be inclined to follow 
our example. 

The European conful in the Levant fel- 
dom tranfafts bufinefs with the governor 
but by the mouth of his dragoman, who 
has often little acquaintance with the lan- 
guage of the country, and is always bafely 
fubfervient to the will of the baflia and his 
fubordinate officers. Hence the requifi* 
tions of the conful have little weight ; and 
unlefs methods more perfuafive than the 
mediation of the dragoman can be devifed, 
have little chance of being complied with. 
If an affair of fome delicacy and impor- 
tance comes to be negociated through the 
medium of the dragoman, an arrogant ba-. 
flia, forgetting the refpeft due to a great 
nation, is apt to treat the French, in the 
pcrfon of fo humble a reprefentative, with 

infolencQ 
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., -.L,- ; whereas a man 

. _ i.iiiiihon, and a cer- 

.: cit'gn's delegated au- 

..:cr v.r' a more impofing 

... . ^C'wOfuingly obtain much 

. '..:■ xGviigc by the channel 
.. ^. Ci'^^ards, directing our 
. -. : . f M::I::i, oil tlie 15 th 
...J :j .i^jhor at that ifland. 
. iC 1 .Lw.-Li Freach frigates^ 
.. Ji vvc.-t: i'jnie old com- 
. :. rV:v.iK:ihip for me was 

■ .' 1.:*.^ abiexKe. 

;.- Il> ilii, and after a navi- 

. ...vs, fhc -lup's owner having 

.'.iicJ, i:l>c:: for that port, where 

. ...V iccwlvcd by the French 

«y :i'ij means I became acquaint- 

v.i.il Mahometans, whofe dif- 

j«.L.iicJ mere analogous to the 

.^.ijiuics of the Bedouin Arabs of 

.i lu Mcucate, than to the harfli 

..iuasaiimiiers of the Syrian Muf- 

We got again under fail^ but 

luch retarded by contrary winds, 

it 
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it was not till the 27 th of November that 
we reached the coaft of Sardinia, where we 
put in, aad remained two days in the gulph 
of Palma. In this place, fo near to my 
native couMry, I difcerned with fincere 
»pl?afure fome remains of man's natural 
fimplicity, which revived all my regret 
for the honeft and undepraved manners of 
our anceftbrs. 

The firft perfon who attraded my notice 
Oa fliore, was a man with a long beard, 
brawny and vigorous, who in thick and 
fubftantial clothing tended a large herd 
of cattle, as they grazed a piece of mar/hy 
ground on the borders of the road. He 
was mounted on a beautiful faorfe, with a 
gun flung acrofs his fhoulders- His dwel- 
ling was among the neighbouring moun- 
tains, where, a ftranger to refined and 
degenerate manners, he adhered to the an- 
cient and fimple ufages of his fatheirs 5 and 
' where his own courage and independence 
of mind had hitherto in fome meafure Tet 
the^ arms of the conqueror at defiance. 
The neatnefs and fimplicity bf his drefs, 
the firm and manly expreflion of his eye, 

and' 
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and the excellent condition of his flocks^ 
as well as the dexterity he difplayed id 
the management of his hoHe and gud^ 
were in my mind powerful arguments 
for his continuing; to defpiie the artificial 
education of the citizen, and to cherifli 
the ruftic and fimple manners of his native 
hills^ 

Having again put to fea, we left the coafi 
of Sardinia on the weft i paffed at fome 
diftance from the ifland of Corficaj and 
after a paflage of feven days, entering the 
gulph of Marfeilles, landed on the ifle 
Pomegues, a place deftined for the quaran- 
tine of all fuch veflels as arrive from the 
ports of the Levant, Next day, being the 
5th pf December 1771, I entered the in- 
firmary of Marfeilles, in order to perform 
quarantine ; — and gave thanks to God, for 
having conduced me in fafety to the end 
of my travels* 
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